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To all my friends with whom I shared
the adventures of these years in
Dacca and especially to my husband,
Daniel C. Dunham, who made this
time so meaningful and memorable
with his humor and common sense.

SPECIAL THANKS

There are a number of people | want to especially thank for helping me to transform my eight
Dacca scrapbooks of letters, photos and souvenirs into this set of printed volumes which are
now much easier to share with family, friends and the public. Daisy Aziz, our long time family
friend and descendant of our Dacca landlord, devoted many hours helping on a variety of tasks
including scanning the original scrapbooks and being on call to transliterate Bengali words. Our
friend, Ellen Lohe, spent a good portion of her summer with us patiently proof reading the first
drafts and gave valuable editing comments and advice. To Fatima Terin and Adnan Morshed, |
am gratefull for their appreciation of my family’s Bengali patois as they helped with the Bangla
translations for this latest 2019 edition. I’'m also indebted to my daughter, Katherine Dunham, for
her work with the organization and layout of the contents and her perseverance in getting this
project done over the years that we have worked on this together.

HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

Like a stroll through someone’s house, feel free to browse through this book and read any section here or there
that catches your eye. There is no need to read the book from one end to the other because | have organized the
stories by topics rather than by chronology. By reading bits and pieces of my stories, | hope to provide a glimpse of
our daily life and our practical and creative responses to the everyday life challenges we faced.

These memoirs are organized into five volumes. Volume 1 describes how we settled into our life in Dacca and
how we set up our house and servants. Volume 2 includes a chapter on each member of the family and what our
primary occupations were. Volume 3 talks about our Social and cultural life outside our primary activities and the
many projects we did. Volume 4 describes our travels including our outings, our vacations and our home leaves.
Volume 5, addresses the large-scale hazards we faced during the 1960’s including cyclones, diseases and wars.

BENGALI WORDS

Much of my use of Bengali words throughout these texts may seem incorrect to a native Bengali speaker. However,
this is intentional. | am attempting to represent the playful way Dan and | transformed the language into our own
family patois. For example, to express pluralization of a noun we would simply add an ‘s’ or ‘es’ to the end of it

as is done in English eventhough this is incorrect in Bengali. Hence, when we wanted to say the plural of cat we
said ‘birals’ instead of ‘biral gulo,” and for ‘things’ we said ‘jinishes’ instead of ‘jinish gulo’. Throughout the texts

I have noted with an asterix whenever | use our family patois instead of the correct Bengali form. Furthermore,

my transliteration of the Bengali vowel sounds may also seem atypical because | seek to approximate how the
vowels sound in English. | omit indicating the nasalization of vowels when this occurs, and the retroflexive quality
of certain dental consonants. The “h” following a consonant indicates a concurrent breath sound, as in “bhari”
(b-hah-ree).

PLACE NAMES & SPELLINGS

Names of some cities in India or their spelling changed after Indian Independence in 1947; e.g. Bombay to Mumbai,
Madras to Chenai, Calcutta to Kolkota and Dacca to Dhaka. In the latter two examples the changes represent a
more correct transliteration. Although the British “raj” included outstanding linguists, government practice was
more casual. | generally have chosen to use the names and spellings that were used during the time (1960s) that
we were living in Dacca.

PEOPLE & ABBREVIATIONS

Throughout these pages you will see many names referring to friends, colleagues, and acquaintances some of
which will come up again and again. To learn more about these people, who played a significant role in our Dacca
life, you can refer to the Cast of Characters in the Appendix.

To facilitate the writing | have often used initials in place of our family names:
e DCD is Dan Dunham (my husband)
e MFD is Mary Frances Dunham (myself)
e KDD is Katherine Dunham (our daughter)
e CGRis Charles Raphael (my father)

TEXTS, PHOTOS & IMAGE CREDITS

Most of the photos from the 1960s shown in these volumes are taken by my husband, Dan. The sketches sprinkled
throughout the volumes were either done by Dan or me. The black ink sketches of Dacca scenes were all done

by Dan for the guide book | co-wrote called Living in Dacca. The images of letters, news clippings and other
memorabilia were scanned from my archives of documents collected between 1960 and 1968. | have also included
in these volumes a number of texts from friends such as Pat Hill, Bob Mayers and Peggy Azbill.
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An early 19th century Moghul style painting showing a party hosted by a foreigner.

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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FOREIGN CULTURAL EVENTS
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7 PR ltal X 40" 1P r e | was pleased to find good foreign cultural institutions
e Aikondy G 2 oy in Dacca that provided libraries, language classes
Bl ""”"x;,j'i i Wersly and movies. The British Council was, of course, the
ﬂyﬁ; oldest among them. Nestled in the University area,
o it offered an ample library and English classes. It also
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Dhanmandi, was, as to be expected, one of the most
modern, efficient, organized and well functioning of
the cultural institutes. It had a small auditorium and
notably the only grand piano in the country. Also in
Dhanmandi, was the nascent Alliance Frangaise (which
| helped establish), popular for its rooftop café, art
exhibits and weekly French cinema. The United States
Information Services (USIS) was appreciated for its

undes the "":ud i resources on American universities and application
“The E‘h“:c";:‘:'xd by support services. However, among the Americans, USIS
wm 6. C. Dev was best known for its Saturday night movies, which
- came with American-made pop-corn. Dan used to joke
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We were invited to meet Duke
Ellington when he came with 77
his orchestra to play a concert s 5 v DG
in Dacca in 1963. . dJ/ .4
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Miss Ishkanian is Presently on

wned American
Concert Pianist To
" Visit Dacea

The renowned American con- |
cert pianist Miss Lucy Ishkanian |
will visit Dacca from November
10 to 14, During her visit heve |
she will give two piano concerts
cn November 11 and 13 at § p.m.:
at the USIS auditorium and one
lecture-concert at 6-30 p.m. at
g‘ulbul Academy -on November

a concert tour of eight countries
In the Middle East and South-
East Asia as part of the Culturai
Presentation Programme of the
United States Department of
State. Her concerts in Dacca
will be sponsored by the U.S. In-
formation Service in Co-opera-
‘ion with Pakistan Arts Coun-
il Free tickets for the Nov-
mber 11 and November 13 con-
erts will be available at either
le US. Information Centre Ji-
'ary, 14, Topkhana Road or at
e Pakistan.“Arts Council from

RASIKA RANJANA SABHA (Regd)

10, MAHARAJA NANDA KUMAR ROAD, CALCUTTA-29.

=" JNNUAL CARNATIC MUSIC CONFERENCE

to celebrate the

¢ 118th ANNIVERSARY OF SRI THYAGARAJA SWAMI
haen e \, SRS From 6th to 16th March 1965

AT
Sri THYAGARAJA HALL

P/530, RAJA BASANTA ROY ROAD, CALCUTTA-Y

To g ®

6. 3 1965 Satarday ... 53 PM. Sangheetha Kalanidhi
M/s Alathur Brothers
Lalgodi §ti G. Jayaraman
Palghat $ri T, 8. Mani Iyer

Mysore Sri Man’ &.88

7. 3 1965 Sunday .. 900 AM. "ARADANA"
7 8 1665 Sunday w435 PM. Singhectha Kal

8.31965 Monday e 700 PM. ul;udl Sri ¢

| went to this conference
in Calcutta which inspired
me to study Indian
classical music myself.
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At an Alliance Francaise event.: Mr
Rouche talking to Dr. Shahidullah, a
linguist who was the first Bengali to
study at the Sorbonne in Paris.

PAT’S DESCRIPTION OF STUDENT DEMANDS AT NOTRE DAME HOLLY CROSS COLLEGE
[Pat Hill, Moon Bazar, p.138]

“Eventually one
student delegation
insisted that all student
must receive passing
grades, regardless of
performance.”

The Holy Cross Fathers were the pilots at Notre Dame
College, where Father Bill Graham and Father Dick Timm took
turns acting as Principal of the College and spiritual Superior
of the Order, "Separation of Church and State," they explained,
The College was a source of joy and woe to its priests. They
loved their work, but they were plagued, as time went on, by
student strikes and occasiocnal violence. Perversely enough,
the Bengali students coveted the respected Notre Dame degree,
and constantly fought to dilute its respectability with their
demands. (Evantually one student delegation insisted that all
students must receive passing grades, regardless of performance.)
The fiercer strikes, they knew, were usually incited by off-
campus factions, which made them harder to cope with. Our various
doors around the foreign community wore welcome mats for them
when they needed to get away from it all, and a white-robed
figure strolling with a prayer-book before dinner added a
pleasantly monastic touch to the garden.

The Sisters at Holy Cross College had much less trouble
with their student body, but they also had less mobility, so

we didn't often see them unless we made visits there,
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FOREIGN CULTURAL EVENTS cont. DACCA DRAMA SEASON

DOWN IN THE VALLEY

NTIL a fow months ago, Mark
Twain's observation about the wea-

USIS, and Naufeel O Hatem by Farrukh
Ahmad, and Raksa Padma by Askar

Masgue Theater which is scheduled 10
visit East Pakistan i April, 1962

ther: “Everybody talks about it but Ibac Shaikh, at the Engincers'  The drama season was organized CAST
nobody does anything about it™ was Institute. around a nucleus of three established
equally appropriate 1o the state of lie  Two more pliys were staged in  dramatic groups:
theater in Dacca. But now somebody January. One of them was Oedipus '
e o o e B e ot D) b 3720 AT v o s B o) oo Brack Weaver Sherwood Tiernan
and impeovi who 5 not only the Director of 1 al and forcign plays in well-con ° o

FOREIGN THEATRICS B SRt o 0 e s o Bk o iy o S, Ty Jennie Parsons Sylvia Milner

. . . by \lvv A\I‘Ah?lh_ Director of the I?» T:U)tl play was Napa Khande by 5 Thomas Bouche Oh Th a

During our time in Dacca there were a number of Mo Docen D S which s i e - : Joln Thorss ), .

. . already Blown in with three swccesses:  The season will chmax with perfor-  group which launched the movement The Leader ) Jock Copland Jock’s letter aSkIrIg
amateur productlons Of Western muslcals Such as Ow Towm by Thorston Wilder at  mances by the University of Maine for a National Theater in Dacca in Y The P[e3cher me to be the ,'ano
”DOWn in the Va”ey" and ”Annie Get Your Gun”- These 9 Blinded Oedipus (Baslul Karim, also directer of the play), in the first moment of catharsis, is surrounded by members | E V A\_\_E Guard Ned Van Maanen X p .

. . . . of the chavus. Lft o right are: Tabarruk Akmad, Keramat Mosela, Shamim Ahsan and Mosennl Hug 1 N \N Peters Leonard Kreisman accompan[st for his
productions were usually performed in the auditoriums i DO . . . “ .
. S folk Operad Jennie's Father Abram Benenson production of “Down in
of the various cultural institutions. They were often A Two Women Ruth Downing the Valley”
quite ambitious with elaborate sets and costumes | Music by Donna Moore [08/20/1};62]
thanks to the availability of so much cheap labor and KURT WEILL
materials.
H Libretto bY SHORUS
o , , ‘ \D SUNDGAARD
My letters describing the many foreign traveling shows ARNO
that came through Dacca of concerts and theater. m‘y""““}{ii’“"" s |. ; =k
rolyn ) TH ORGANISATION MONDIALE
[MFD letter to Stephen 05/25/1963] \ginia ligner \NIZATION DE LA SANTE
L ne Johnson
heater. We had cuite a cultural season withz & Y Ann Propst gt e, bt 2
- . VE - SUI
UNISANTE- Geneva L5 3 . . .Gendve
good chember orchestra brought over by the Geruvanic "y v bl I it Pt Tidgc 3 CNRANTE Gt
hree chort N
) s . + oreceded by ! P.Q, Box 250, Ramma
Institute, three plays produced by the Bristol The ploy ¥ P A DANCER'S WORLD ']“M_ D-?e-. East fhu.m
01d Vic,a very ood company of young actors who ALL M RAGA 20 August, 1962
' CHARITY SHOW Y SONs et 7:30 p.m

did Vemlet, A Man for All Ecasomns, and Ams nd The Daces 3, 1962 :

American Drams Grovp No‘le“‘ber 1, 2 &US\S Audi\orium Dear Mary Frances,

. Tama .
the Man. When she left it seemed as if she had Presents by free Acu
OUR T“WN Arthy, Min Any letter that comes out of the blue usually contains a re-
} ) Bani X er quest and this is no exception
peen here only a weex. I went -s far as Baojgko 8y THE NATS :
Thorten | I Would you be willing to do the piano accompaniment for the
wit’ ter where I inxd a n ce holliday. o present production of Kuit Weill's Down in the Valley which we are
) Sah.lrdﬂ)'o p R scheduling in Dacca.
nave tire to practice my own Lieces. 2/ Optimistically I went ahead with i1ehersals thinking a p anist
to p Sul;s:y:“l OAR LIKE A DOVE ”DOWN |N THE VALLEY" would be available but this is not the case so now tho.grod:ction is
- e e a4 vidad our time between : ™ L almost ready to go but I've put is in abeyance until I can find a
acs sumny e tr::“ by a \‘ in :mx acts by pianist, The chorus end principals are lmore or less ready, the
] S 3 ¢
tew York and Florida. Whilc I was in St. James Ra Morm. e & THE STICKY STOOLS costumes have been finished, Bob B, designed the sets and they':ie
i Ladies 2.. e . . being built, so with one week of f£airly intensive rehersals, it's
T took over the decoration of the new house in . Doaa¥ pre i On one of my trips to New York, | received a letter from ready to go.
° ) ) s THE g Tl Jock Copland (our close friend who worked with W.H.0.) Sylvia Milner has manoged on the piano so far in training the
ieh b .3 manner znd failed to E"et arything o Josa B4 o ”I.I’ . . . chorus, but as she's the principal female, this is no solution,
a high rande 2 - " Noms ""EA:L.OI o Vie saying thl?t ll:le and oth:r frlTIndIS’ we(;e hOFl):jngJO S'Ejge " The pisno part is mot too difficult but I noed someone like your-
) i - o e e 0 . v‘m B Gro Kurt Weil’s “Down in the Valley” and would | be able to self with good musicianship who can hold the thing together. The piano
into the nouse before I left, one reazon why I o ..'k:m Ry ) - v : ; will be in the wings as we found that the voices didn't carry ovo: it
thax I had olanned. I e e, bring back the score. Knowing | had the spinet in Dacca, when it was in fromt of the stage.
stayed two montis donger than ad p . ) Jangy,, : “ ”
o e ::, ¥ . & 20, Ihe alsodaskzd if | wguldhbe thT orc:e;tra for the sholw. ! }ahﬁ; t::,_ m;u‘h ,21:? ‘: undertake this and tentitively
Vil 1= things thrown ou e e ey agreed and started rehearsals with them as soon as O o iihe Pledustion 8P4 waptambir: or.auiio: NoLNpE.
did get a lot of useless 658 ’ Saw) s 2606 ¢ 20 fb o D If you had eny time to work on the score in NY you might pick up a
X . a h Ot Dack to Dacca. copy at Schirmer's who publishes it.
cellar and attic orpanized into expandable m"ff:"or% e & i I had dinner with ::n and Bob at the Ford giils the night bef
o n ° irls the nigl ore
Do pp 2l Ratgg, 3 . . Bob's depaiture and Dan wis full of wonderful stori f this
storare snaces, and Daddy's Japanese cook to Momapee, D All went smoothly in our final performance until it was American vonderland into which he's descending (or ::c:ndil‘).n;;o
L L e o Qg . . . harpsichord, or clavichord, or cembalo is a joy and makes evem Dan'
varyin: his memus «nd caring a little more for ored away most of our e, time for the male chorus to rise from their stools to i nparing seulitPuthar’ daliuints; Y e

the place up.

We have been out alnosl every night since our arrivalil
An English company of actors were here a week with the "Tempest",
"The t~ing of the Shrew" snd "RichardII", the last being the’
vbest play . They brought lavish costumes and a larce cast and
acted with spirit althourh conventionally and not always clearly.
They com;lained in the papers about the Shahbagh hotel which put
the Briticsh Council In an awkward nosition. Anyway , it was good t0
gsee so much Shakegneare. The Gerpane zlso brought an acting
company of which we cav one play which was (iite
who d on't understandé German, To-night we

~4de it harder to keep

o te the U.A.H. drnce

~1=n> even to us
N

¢ Briy;,
ilish
b Japy,,. COuncy Iy
e S Fulg,

e
=

who are on tour, The new U.,S, consul hag srrived =nd #lsc a IT
Inew Ir. Taylor of tie USIS and receptions. One of the many contem -

[MFD letter to CGR 11/03/1964]

sing. When they stood up, their seats came up with
them. Unbeknownst to the performers someone in

the Bengali staff had thought it might be nice to have
the stools freshly painted for the show. They had not
accounted, however, for the monsoon humidity, which
prevents anything from drying, hence the stools were
all quite sticky. The sight of the stools hanging from the
pants of the chorus added an amusing moment to an
otherwise tragic play.

Drop me a note if you're agreeable and please see L'annde

derniere & Marienbad before you leave and then come back with Yogr
hair glued over your forehead & la Delphine S.

%Mp S
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LOCAL CULTURAL EVENTS

Over the seven years we lived in Dacca, | became
especially familiar with two local cultural institutions:
The Bangla Academy, a venue primarily for scholarly
gatherings, and The Bulbul Academy of Fine Arts (BAFA),
where | took dance classes once a week (see Chapter 5).

BAFA was the Urbashi s Nandini : Mang

premier Bengali Laila Nargis ~ Nasrin Choudhury ~ Dulal Talukdar

cultural institution |

that sponsored Rawl,§

local cultural Tajeen Chioudnry

performances Companions of Urbashi

regularly. Dalia Nilufar, Laily Choudhury, Dalia Salahuddin,
Jhula Rashid.

A number of Playmates of Nandini

these shows were Jhula Rashid, Dalia Salabuddin

directed by Salina Gulshen Akhtar.

Chowdhury. | met Village Girls :

her at BAFA when Naila Zaman, Lubra Zaman, L

I was taking dance Laieka Rafig.

classes there and = Peasant Children |

she became one of
my closest Bengali
friends.

Afroz Zilani, Kazl Mahmood. A

fhatye
i

Frisnld,
3'*'"
sziffz

i i

beer

LOCAL VILLAGE THEATRICS

PAT HILL’S AMUSING DESCRIPTION OF A
VILLAGE THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE OF A
CHRISTIAN ‘CRUCIFIXION’ STORY.

[P. Hill, Moon Bazar p.203]

“The drama lasted until midnight.
Like the other guests, we ate,
drank, talked, and took naps ...”

CHAPTER 7: SONG, DANCE, ART & DRAMA | 7

When we seemed to have wandered halfway across eternity,
we heard the sound of drums through the mute night, and presently
we saw the lisht of Regina's compound. 4 young man with a
lantern came to meet us and lead us to the party.

Regina had built a new hut for her guests, a sturdy mud-
walled room with windows on three sides to catch the breeze.

Pat and the children were seated in chairs on its porch. Under
the big square ghamyana, a canopy, the Passion Play was in
progress, surrourded by a sea of Bengali spectators. Regina's
smile was radiant in her roumd face; gold hoops glistened inl
her ears.

Saileshwar found a place happily among the audience on
the ground, and Christopher and 1 joined the group on the porch.
So did Ganesh. He attached himself to a chair, and whenever
one of his hosts tried quietly to persuade him to move into
the. tourist section, he bellowed that he was as good as an,ybody.
Tre women who crouched in the cook hut, beaming and sweating,
sent plates of food to us, and Regina's brother Joseph, who
was a cook-bearer in Dacca, fixed drinks for us from Pat's
supply kit,.

The drama lested until midnight. Iike the other guests, ]
we ate, drank, talked, and took mps. The children fell asleep.
Thq werformnce was imaginative and moving. There was the
Christ, his face painted white, wearing his crown of thorms,
carrying his cross, suffering the Temptation and Crucifixation. |
There vere winged angels and prancing devils; and in the midst \ }:
of the tragedy one of the demons, in a gray wool Catholic
Relief skirt, twitched his tail wickedly and pulled faces at
the audience over his shoulder. Mary knelt in her sari and
wept. Tablas beat the background rhythm and a violin wailed.

Watching the whole scene, actors and spectators, I -
thought, "So they are really like this, too, this is how they
could be, If...." .

Pat end I were enchanted. Later we asked one of the -
American priests why they had never mentioned this custom to us.
"It never oc~urred to us you'd want to krow," he said,

scratching his head. "Usually we have to sit through 'em

in a hot school room and they start the story with the creation
of the world, and it lasts for about eight hours." Ve could
see how the weight of his reverend status could have crushed
the charm of the presentation.
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A VILLAGE JATRA

This is my description of a typical
local jatra which could often last
days. Ididn’t attend more than
a couple of these but they were
memorable for their imaginative
story telling and use of simple
props and costumes.

[MFD diary entry, 12/30/1966]

‘Lee.. 39
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A LOCAL MUSIC PERFORMANCE AT

WOHAB'’s VILLAGE

On one of my visits to Wohab’s, village | got to attend a
performance of singing and dancing.

A teenage boy dressed in a
woman'’s sari sang and danced.
[MFD diary entry , 1962]

During supper a tabla Pleyer and a harmondum player had arrived

their i
ir instruments for rlyying, This wags a most pleasant surprise for

me to he going to hear real msie, Some young boys appeared in strage

Costumes improvised from saris and large oolorful scarfs mstiy held
on thas by tucking aromd the waist,
their

‘ They were basy strapping bells to
ackles and * went over to help one boy tie his strings, Six boys

frn the ages of ten to abot sixteen line up in two symetrical To
WS

facing us, The music Started and singin: ot the Same time they went

through a little dance story imch lile vhat we see at Bulbul, They did

several of these and then the cock '8 little nephev,
bulld, intelligent face, did a sole,

the same stocky
4cting out a story vhile wikddg/

'tshybutlnmgoodwdloohdlih
be might be the top pupil in other subjects in s elass as well,

A tall lanky teén ager dressed in liberty ailk scarfy

the others sang vith hin, He vasn

did a selo,

chamingandgraeoﬁdtovteh.mhmimpluumukdtoung
vidch he felt slvaboutdoingnnddidnstdoforlongleoigtoban

forgotten the words, He played a piece on the flute, The tall boy who
had danced plyed the table for awhile excellently,

as
oo or two notes didn't pla y at a11 and obis low note would play

& higher nich, The ooncert broke up and people

“The Shalik bird dances on the palm tree,
The owl spinning about dances,
The fellow wearing women’s clothing, nodding his head,
Struts about swishing the hem of his skirt.”

[My translation of a Jarigan song refrain from my book, Jarigan. p.236]

ITINERANT PERFORMERS

We could find plenty of informal entertainment for hire
on the streets such as puppeteers, snake charmers,
performing monkeys, Baul singers, and transvestite
dancers. The puppeteers providing putal natch (“doll

dance”) were especially popular for Dhanmandi parties.

They brought several large marionettes, costumed
elaborately, although showing considerable wear

and tear. The puppet plays usually included stories

of romance and fighting, royal weddings and fights
between wicked and good kings from Mughal times,
or encounters between village heroes and wild beasts.
They also like to add weddings between royal families.

TAGORR’S BIRTHDAY ANN IVERSARY

Place : BulBul Academy of Fine Arts,

7, Wiseghat, Dacca-1, Phone : 5129
Date : 9th May, 1063, Time : 7 P.M.
= e B
e —
12N

[MFD letter 1967]

. tance Wlth

\\dance

wgince my acqu
the Bahar fam®-2 T .
was in touch with 1
» that the sChoo”
od to stage in sp?
tion that thi R

£ would ba
nmen 2 f Tagore
hout

dramas
attempt
of the expecta

' stan gover
iiZ;?t gPerfor@ance O
were ubiquitous
g T can’t remember.a .
Beng"all.or state function“w1tho€
Soc%i performance. But dirce

gizias” were another maiiz
ich the government co .
Whlirol Nevertheless, sor;hort
o . ed for a :
ménagiidt;riiizzzg the citX,w1th
igiieshing music and dance
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Book cover of
Jasimuddin’s epic
poem “Rakhali”

UBIQUITOUS TAGORE

Any time a Tagore dance drama was put on, it was
soon closed down by the Central Government.
Tagore’s works were seen as part of the resistance

to the national government policy to impose Urdu
language and culture on the Bengalis. Productions

of Tagore were seen as a conspicuous affront to the
government. Dan and | were always amused to see in
the papers yet another announcement of an aborted
Tagore play. However, we didn’t suffer from a lack of
Tagore exposure since almost every public function
(official, diplomatic, academic etc.) always started and
ended with Tagore songs. Ironically, while Bengali’s
were angered by the suppression of Bengali language
and literature they were happy to shout “Pakistan
Zindabad” (“Long Live Pakistan”) for parades and other
public events.

“Performances of Tagore songs were
ubiquitous throughout Bengal. | can’t
remember a social or state function
without their performance.
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SUPPRESSION OF BENGALI
CULTURE

Although Dacca was an ancient capital with a rich
heritage, its cultural life during the 1960s was

suffering because of government constraints and lack

of financing. As part of its effort to keep the West
and East wings of the country united, the Pakistan

government imposed restrictions on East Pakistani
(Bengali) expressions of culture in hopes to align East
Pakistan with the more puritanical Islamic orientation
of West Pakistan. Throughout our time in Dacca in the
1960’s, we saw incidences of Bengali dramas, concerts,
movies, dances and other art forms shut down by the

government.

My letter to the editor protesting the
ban on music, 06/27/1966:

Tagore performances were especially targeted

because of their Bengali-ness.

Although Tagore songs

were tolerated and sung ubiquitously at any state or

social function, Tagore “dance dramas” were strictly

forbidden. Since my acquaintance with the Bahar
family, which lead to my classical Indian dance classes
at BAFA (see chapter 05), | was keenly aware of how

difficult the government prohibitions made it for the
school to put on dance performances. In spite of the
government bans, some Tagore dance performances
managed to be staged “below the radar,” giving Dacca
locals a refreshing dose of music and dance in their

otherwise culturally restricted lives.

in

‘Ban On
Dancing

(Continued from page 1)
consonance  with the prin-

ciples of th
= wnah”. e Holy Quran ~and

“Let These Arts Be
Not Lost”

reference to the letters

colr?cerninsz ban on music and

dance I should like to add some

ideas that have not been men-

tioned in the otherwise excell-

ent letters of pro and com. .

“When | read that It seerﬁs tootm:nl:rhaat m%agcn_
there is any thought of g&%ﬁttv toasn?aintain its own
discontinuing the study “aptitic traditions for its own
of music and dance sake, but also has a responsﬂzl—
crors hevers o8 Sl e T e
s country, | see the ?ﬁgrew i%r any thought of discon-
loss of some of the tinuing the study of music and
world’s finest examples  dance in this country, I see the

of classical folk and loss of some of the world’s
rr{odern mu];ic and finest examples of cl?.sswa(li.
d ” folk., and modern musiC an
ance.

dance. It is only recently that
the world has had the oppor-
tunitv to appreciate these
treasures and the world has
much to learn from the music
of this garticulalt‘ region, both
ast and present.

P It seems to me that the
manner in which the music an

dance of this region are trans-
mitted has not been gerlously
considered. The music and
dance of Pakistan depend to

¢ extent on “father-to-
‘ioi?-" “teacher-to-pupil tra_ré:-l
mission, especially the class,xus
music and dance. If serio s
students cease 1o study danto
practise their art daily anusic
learn from audiences, I
and dance will not merely
discontinued  for a

ce
period in history but will be

lost for ever. This happens !

when a civilization disappears

but not when one is growing

f the essence of the
?Anﬁg?c gnd dance of this region,
extraordinary art trag%lrcr)xnst in

lves, comes 1t
tlggrcrlls%f direct trasnmxssxgn,
free from some of the rest ti-_
tions of written music cultiva
ed in the West.

would welcome any reas-
suIrance that these arts will not
be lost or any reasons why it
is worth so much to Pakistan
to discontinue one of the
world’s greatest and longest
traditions when the world xg
, fust ready to enjoy it an

learn from it—MRS. D. DUN-ihe Islamic

HAM 51, Siddeswari Road,
Dacca.

preset T the
n
the t<:iscussloneon“\

ain doubt un-Islamic".

his ctual “research into the

foulana Abdul Mannan
liamentary Secretary, éeem'- l
ly put on a cloak of a martyr
l;l& % st:gctjh u&s to wg‘c\n!a_l the

e . Wi 2
look towards i leate

his colleagues -
quoled fromthe holy sei
Jh y scipr

S saying that had en- |
e upon man to tetl the |
b even if

he n |
» or killed. M- ot

len he embarked on a five-
ite long  non-stop speech
fe by way of a point of or-
establishing with the help
number of guotations from
{oly Quran that dancing and
1g by girls were, without.

alana Abdul Mannan's cru-
followed a speech by the
of the House who had
led to the Opposition  to

the reasonable amend-
to the resoluticn. His re-
thal Islam had suffered
‘back immediately after

nterpretation of the Hol
re “had  been stoppe({
he sack of Bagdad, was
3§x? reason  for Moulana
1S speech. Moulana
L's  speech was greeted
lost all the" Opposition
's. Even the leader of
position joined in the

the debate had conti-
‘r over one and a half
nd as the deputy leader
Op_posntjon persisted re-
f in his insistence on
¢ the amendedldrewlu-
eolo
the leader of the Hovfg;
and accepted the posi-
ne of the four women
Assembly  was
ssembly during
the resolution. #

MOH-HI

What Shall We Leave Behind ?

fluence changes in cach other. Asthe

When cultures mix they necessarily 17 they adopt new Wayss they also

nembers of one society adapt to another,
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. r culture? i . Maris Langford’s
give. What shall we leave bchgng (:fn:: of the ancient, invading Muslims o: of
Visible in Pakistan are the influence tian Portuguese in the seventeent essay on the
Buddhist-Brahmin Bengal, of the Christia the Armenians, the

industrialists,
E . Each oy ‘s contributed to the culture and

me in the seventeenth or the

century, of the
ércek:, and the English. Fach of these ha

society of Pakistan today—whether they ca
ntieth century- . .
‘w;hc Americans, (00, will leave thf:lr ' N i ot ey
ildi icine and planned families, improve p L o wilh 8
L o d trade items; material advantages-. We ; cu;ry e
al gains, 100, along with the adopted customs 3‘5 Ss:::na:q onun;cms o
:::;;a ag:d si'lvered saris for dress. Perhaps ::;sn t:: Rl prey 0 sy
y 11 be improved upon, perhdl | e
Standépcl"‘;‘ap:‘::\:;yn\:l‘\; ’i);slcml‘l)s flavor, or time will prcc\t\'xg;:e a siesta, an
¥ ‘ is i i ctible.
Qﬂe ":y nish. Man lasts but his inventions a'rc de?tr_unﬁucme frue we 10
silver a.r( be 'that we should leave a less perishable 1 uence {4 ks and
wel lorf: of our selves with our talents? From I;.:g; e Ak e things
oiry arls and curry, but that is not all we ar¢ o’ .eg a-diﬂ'crcm e
e the intangibles remain. From Bengal rcm.am.f e fin 8 1>
kg t that we have in our Western culture, rE'gh(fold N o Bach
kind ?::ll;a;il;: reverence, from the Buddhist the Ifloble rx ol o rough
k‘fnd; maz have more that we have incorporatcsdhn;lto w(;u o bch';nd e
e indeli jences. Sha s
¢ and indelible experi¢ b cainis
msolna:hgof?;?fs of our talents or shall we essay to leave, gl
merely

i st as man O¢s.
d intercourse, the worthy parts of ourselves which may la
an s .
‘What will you Jzave behind ?

mark. We shall leave roads and

Maris Langford

MON-UE E-LAN
Number 4
«x1-manwte Cluh in Dacca
ABOUT BENGALI
Mary Frances Dunham

Volume 1

Bengali would make a worthy candidate for an international language.
Through its parentage with an indigenous speech of North India, and through
its assimilation of Sanskrit it has numerous cousins all over the world, both
to the East and to the West of Bengal.

Bengali, along with the other languages closely related to Sanskrit, has a
well organized alphabet. The letters (varna, colours) are numerous, but they
represent a wide variety of sounds systematically and with precision. Once
the letters have been learned, spelling is far easier than in English. The script
too is intricate, especially to Western eyes, but the letter formations can be
reduced to about twelve simple patterns. Bengali letters can be written in
space-saving vertical combinations as well as horizontal.

Bengali grammar is systematic. It is inflected and conjugated with relatively
few exceptions and irregularities. Only a couple of endings need to be learned
for substantives, and there are only three conjugational types.

Bengali lends itself to poetry, philosophy, and science. Such abstract
concepts as love, peace, freedom, etc., which can become vague and senti-
mental words in the European languages, are, in Bengali, closely related to
concrete images or common terms of everyday life. The uneducated as well
as the educated man can understand the words of an intellectual, if not their
full implications. The tendency of the vocabulary to be concrete lends itself
to metaphor and imagery. Bengali stirs the imagination.

Bengali is musical to hear and systematic to read. It may never become an

international language, but it will always be an examiple of linguistic economy,
adaptability, and beauty.

significance of all the
cultures that have
influenced Bengal.

I write in praise of the
Bengali language in this
introduction | wrote for the
Bengali flash cards | made for
learning Bengali and English.

“The tendency of the
vocabulary to be concrete
lends itself to metaphor and
imagery. Bengali stirs the
imagination.”
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FESTIVALS & HOLIDAYS

Although the vast majority of Bengalis in East Pakistan
in the 1960s were Muslim there were significant
communities of Buddhists, Hindus and Christians. As a
result, almost everyday there was a religious festival of
some sort somewhere.

MUSLIM HOLIDAYS

KORBANI EID

My memories of Korbani Eid, the sacrifice festival

in memory of Abraham, are mostly associated with
Katherine and her reactions to seeing the slaughter
of the sacrificed goats in our neighborhood. The day
before the ritual slaughter, impromptu markets would

pop up all over the city to sell live goats brought in from

the countryside. The streets would be filled with goats
being brought into the markets by truck and on foot.
On the day of Korbani Eid, the goats are slaughtered
and the meat is distributed to family members and
guests. Sometimes this is the only meat that a family
enjoys in a year.

MYMOTLES WINDI WO U10aZL:I LOESLICE WAL LI -~ acTansme

This week-end has been another Eed celebratica ,

“The sun laughs in the
embrace of the clouds,
Badal has gone for a
holiday.

Today is also our

o ¥t e m::,m': * holiday, Oh, Brgther!
o g (R A T, Today is my holiday!”
PR T & O TR

o e )

[Kachi Kotha, Vol. 2.,
Dacca, 1961]

BiRee 5 ¢
i

wvhen they kill cattle, and eat,

My descriptions of = 1 went to the cattle fair on Thurasday to get some pictures and al! that day and the

Eid celebrations
[MFD diary

day before we could watch them being lead along our road all garlanded and looking
happy and festive. Saturday we could see families sorting owt the meat, mincing some,
cutting some in cubes, entr ils in another pile, skins in another, You are supposed to

04/29/1961 about = give a third to the poor, a third to your relatives, and keep a third for the fanily.

trip to Rajshahi.] We don t know how it all gets eaten.
bmof‘ ::; :tlmn::t:;rfefm Shrdstenher == i days agor
ve
“...' Ramadar ii?aatn talllk;oitrtffllodox Mc?hamadilns
which meinznything petween sunrise an
RAMADAN don’ =% don’t eat, drink or SMORE L s
u
I noticed that our household staff, although mostly Znything. All t‘he liboffzzst ilzrictly, but
Muslim did not observe the Ramadan fasting schedule, ;o.em to be keeping t eh's and 1t seems the
very diligently. By contrast, Dan noticed a significant the driver has broken lot strict either.
decline in work efficiency at his office during this white-collar class arz n Ali’s brother
month long holiday. Rather than complain, he tried The day before yeslter a)(’j' wouldn’t take
to fast himself to understand better what his staff came over around five adnit put as soon
was experiencing. As a result, he did indeed learn to any tea when I offeri - ,SiX, he brought
empathize with the hardships of his staff to get through'  ,5 the siren Wenff of , gqoodies and we had
a full workday without any food or drink and more out a lot of Paleianl i not start work
significantly without smoking. tea. “The old man d22 he sleeps now
until after tzi k;ilc;iuin the morning. Dan
after eating L ever at the office

a .
ct and fears @ drop 1n

ady frail workers: '

needs more help ?h
+he Rahshahi proje
energy of his alre

[MFD diary entry, fall 1961]

for

!
Be

“‘Alil Ali! Ali I’ they cry;
They strike their wooden staves end on end.”

[Jasimuddin: The Field of the Embroidered
Quilt, p.45]

MUHARRAM

The Muharram festival celebrates the martyrdom of the
Prophet’s grandson Hossein and his family at the battle
of Karbala near Damascus (630 AD). When Dan and |
heard about the colorful processions in the Old City, we
were curious to see them. We were fully aware of the
American consulate warnings about the potential for
riots, which usually involved tensions between Sunnis
and Shia’s, but we went anyway. We joined the crowds
near Hosseini Dalan, a handsome Grecian looking
building, where the parade tazia (symbolic floats) are
kept and from where the procession starts out and
terminates. The floats and banners were extraordinary
to us — we could see that they were depicting events,
but we did not know the story behind them.

Dan tried to take as many photos as possible, but

the spectators were so many and so packed together
that this was difficult. During the procession | was
fascinated by the periodic pauses for “lati khela” (stick
play) dances. During these moments a group of men
would stop, gather into a circle, and symbolically attack
each other with bamboo poles in a very mannered

and choreographed style. Throughout the procession
there were bands of men with bare chests and backs,
flagellating themselves with metal-tipped thongs. It
was a bloody sight, but all part of the pageantry. All
along the length of the procession drinking water was
distributed as a symbolic reminder of the thirst endured
by the heroes of the battle being commemorated.
Although | attended the Muharram festival only once, it
made such an impression upon me that it later became
an important part of my master thesis on Jarigan at
Columbia University.
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Fig 9. Self-flagellation exercises and alams representing
June 10, 1995.

Photos of the Muharram festival in
Dacca from my book, Jarigan.

TZAF A Wi, Preree 1R arieE AR,
FRIT S AT (XA Ao WA NZIEHCA |

T4 ST S MMAR 5578 TFW I 5
FEATA F9.4 S 008 caforce T A |

“The month of Muharram has come,
throughout the village of Shimultoli,
In large crowds everyone is drunk with
song and play of sticks.”

“Today circling about we will all dance
to the mad beat of the drum,
We will stretch out the sad tale from
Karbala in song...”

[Jasimuddin : Sojan Badiyar Ghat. Lines
translated by M. F. Dunham, pp.21-22]
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The Airplane Mosque
near New Market in
Dacca

MUSLIM CALL TO PRAYER

Wohab, Mohan and Mali seemed to be relatively
inconspicuous about their Muslim daily prayer
obligations. They may have prayed, but | was never
aware of it. Cook, on the other hand, being Christian
was totally unaffected by the daily calls to prayer. The
call to prayer was faint due to the distance of the
nearest mosque, but in the late afternoon, when it
could be heard clearly, and in the early morning, the call
reached our garden embalming it with its wistful music,
ending predictably with an abrupt spurt of guttural
cadenza.

HINDU PUJAS

An old Hindu temple was at the end of our street.
Although | never attended the pujas at the temple, |
enjoyed hearing the faint sound of their conch shell
calls at sunset or their chants.

HOLI

Holi is a Hindu festival honoring the coming of spring.
Although it is a Hindu celebration, every one of all faiths
in Dacca seemed to join in the fun of dousing each
other with colored water, grownups as well as children.
Siddheswari Road would become awash of colors on
this day. We learned to save old clothes specifically for
this occasion.

SARASWATI PUJA

Saraswati Puja was the annual Hindu festival to
celebrate the goddess of learning. This was the one
festival | could truly associate with. | liked the ritual of
exchanging books during this holiday.

JUGGERNAUT OF “JAGGERNATHS"”

Once we were invited to see the Jaggernath festival at
Dhamrai, a busy Hindu town not far from Dacca. The
town was known for having the largest jaggar (“God’s
carriage”). It was as big as a seven story high temple
on wheels. It was carved of wood and housed a statue
of Krishna. On the festival day, people came from all
over in crowds to watch the “jaggar” be pulled through
the main street to the river where an effigy of Krishna
was thrown into the water. | was very impressed by the
size of the “jaggar” and amazed at how such a heavy
structure was pushed and pulled along the street. Sam
Lanford, one of the American architects teaching with
Dan at EPUET, vividly describes the festival in his novel,
“Bengal, Bengal.”

“Too many holy men
spoil the holy place”

[Common Bengali proverb]

“BAICH” - MONSOON BOAT RACES

Wohab, our bearer, invited me to come see the popular
“baich” boat racing event near his village during the
monsoon season of 1963. These boat races happen
every year during monsoon season when the waters
are high. It was a memorable experience for me to

see the dance and song that went along with the race
—something you would never see at a Thames regatta.
As the crowd gathered on the shore, expectations hung
in the air and until the signal was given to start the first
race at which time two or three long boats took off.
Each boat had about twelve rowers in bright colored
turbans, sitting in pairs as they feverishly paddled. They
stroked in unison lead by their captain who danced and
sung a rhythmic song with a rapid beat. The captain
would sing a stanza in solo and the rowers would repeat
back the refrain. Sight and sound combined to enthrall
the watchers who became as excited as the participants
in the race. These races have been well documented,
but were new to me at the time so | made recordings,
sketches and notes to remember the details of that
event.

CHAPTER 7: SONG, DANCE, ART & DRAMA | 17




18 | Partlll: OUR DIVERSIONS

BUDDHIST PUJAS*

Barua Holiday for the Buddhist cooks

Progranme :
May 8 ; {

1000 a.m. ; Buddha Pufa-..
10-30 ,  : Pancha Sila

!

. 100 ,, : Pindadan to B
Living in Dacca, one was hardly aware of any Buddhist 7-00 p.m, : mum,nmo:' hikshu Sangha
culture except for the many Buddhist cooks who worked 7-30 ,, : Film Show
in foreign households. Buddhist cooks were popular May 9 ; : )
among foreigners because they were willing and happy 4-50 p.m. 1 Guests arrive ‘,
to cook pork. We were told that most Buddhists came :::g »o governor arrivej
from the Chittagong area, the ancient Buddhist capital il T::"“f Vislts, jre monastery.
L madal is 5 VA to him
of Bengal. Hovastony Commit A e
a7 O G sl AMonastery Commt = 5
Fto Dacea Budilhist ey 525 ,, : Garlanding the {uvernor
gaeshs the presemes o 527 ., : Mangalacharan -
_____“,,,Mg.,bﬁ%-&...}vnn\m ...................................... ,,4 530 ., : Welcome addre}s
s My 5 and 3 mesling on May 2. ot e 5-40 ., : Governori .
ala religious ceremony ¢4 - nor inauge;ates the function
" Memastony premisns. on the cccnsion ,,//Ai:; 2 5-55 ,, : Speecheson Budrhism
g [a!i':al, |,B “d;’:.‘.z.f::? of 'i:..r-.- 625 ,, : Presidential Sp.{ch
;T‘:N"""S .b'lv g{/‘: : (1’/,,,,« Away 'f Lo Gy g0 n : Voteof thanks \
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CHRISTIAN PUJAS*

* This Bengali wording is from
our personal family patois
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Please present the Cud at the Gate,

PAT’S AMUSING DESCRIPTION OF A CHRISTMAS PAGEANT STAGED BY

THEIR HOUSEHOLD STAFF
[P. Hill, Moon Bazar p.203]

year that open house started at 3:00 in the afternoon. But
they looked at everything, and took thelr presents, and the
next year they came back at 9:00. Then I discovered that
they knew they mustn't be there when the other guests came,
on account of their harijan caste. So now we just put some
food out in the morning and let them come."

In Dhanmandi, we always had Stanley and his carollers,
Stanley was a Christian Bengali who worked in Maintenance at
EFWAPDA, and on Christmas Eve he brought a troop of boys and
girls from his village, painted and costumed. Some time after
dark, we would hear the shouts and the drums in the garden,
and our household would stream out into the keen evening air
to watch. They danced in a circle, singing and stomping and
clepping, while Stanley played the harmonium. One couple stood
very still in the center; the girl was small, and her face
painted white. They were Mary and Joseph, and a tall angel
with enormous paper wings stood guard behind them, VWhen it
was all over, we applauded, and Ralph gave.Stanley our donation
Stanley always counted the money at once and anmounced the sum
to his group, to assure everyone that he was not cheating with
the funds, which he said were to be spent on an annual party

for the participants,

ARTS & CRAFTS
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RICKSHAW ART

In the 1960’s,there was very little art with a capital ‘A’
in Dacca and no art museums or galleries. But Dan and
| developed a love of the local arts especially artwork
on the rickshaws. On every rickshaw you could see a
painting displayed on the back below the seat. The
paintings most typically depicted war scenes, village
landscapes or popular movie stars of the time. Dan
and | loved the rickshaw art so much that | thought to
hire one of these artists on concession to do a number
of personalized paintings of our family life. To this day
these rickshaw paintings are amongst our most prized
art possessions. [See chapter 9 for more on these

paintings.]
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(NIMONTRON)

8.1 OUR ENTERTAINMENTS
8.2 OUR GUESTS

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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8.1 OUR ENTERTAINMENTS
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OUR SOCIAL LIFE

Social life was important for foreigners in Dacca.
Because there was not much to do after work hours
(no sports, no theater, no movies, no restaurants,

etc.), we often resorted to parties and improvising our
own entertainments. Among the Dhanmandi foreign
community, dinner parties were part of the weekly
routine. | am sure most families attended at least

one dinner engagement a week out of the numerous
invitations they might have received. Dan and |, on the
other hand, preferred to stay home most nights with
neighborhood friends and did not miss being part of the
busy Dhanmandi social scene. However, we did like to
host celebrations (such as birthdays, holidays, welcome
and farewell parties), which would give us an excuse

to come up with unique and amusing decorations and
entertainments. We also liked occasionally attending
formal receptions because it gave Dan an excuse to
improvise haute couteur outfits for me.
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AMUSEMENTS AT HOME

MUSICAL SOIREES

Around our second year in Dacca | was pleased to
discover that a number of my friends could play
instruments and we gathered regularly, usually once

a week to play together. Our group of five included:
two USIS staff, Gail Minault on her Calcutta-rented
cello, and her colleague on flute; Bucky Greenough
from the Cholera Lab with his wife both on recorders,
and me on my spinet harpsichord. We were always
short on music and had to rely on friends in the US and
Calcutta to send us Telemann, Purcell and Bach music
scores. Although we were all amateurs, the sound of
our music in the quiet of the Dacca night must have
been enchanting: like hearing the delicate melodies of a
distant flute when staying in the countryside.

Dan would enjoy entertaining guests while we were
playing. Kay Donaldson (Dan’s recruit to teach art
history at EPUET) came often to our musical soirées and
enjoyed sketching us while we played.

Setting up our trio:
harpsichord, flute and recorder
[MFD letter to CGR, 04/16/1963]
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LISTENING TO LPs OF BROADWAY MUSICALS

On the home front, when we were not entertaining
guests or having musical soirees (see Chapter 07) we
often entertained ourselves by listening to music.
Reading wasn’t really an option given how low and
sporadic our electric lighting was. We had fortuitously
inherited a large record collection when Dan learned
that USIS was throwing out their old LPs. Being mostly
Broadway musicals which he loved, Dan was quick to
grab them. Hence we passed many an evening listening

“Hello Dolly”, “Guys and Dolls”, “Candide”, “West
Slde Story” to name only a few.
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NO SHORTAGE OF PARTIES

Parties in Dacca, both formal and informal, supplied

the main source of entertainment for the foreign
community. Most foreigners in Dacca found that having
a household staff made it much easier to receive guests
and host large events than in their home countries, so
they were happy to do it quite often. Parties were also
a chance for servants to intermingle with colleagues
from different households. They got to see other
households and meet other servants and to enjoy, a
parallel party of their own.

DECORATION CENTRE

DECORATORS, CONTRACTORS IN ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS,
ILLUMINATIONS AND GENERAL ORDER SUPPLIERS ETC,
1. ELEPHANT ROAD, (Near Aeroplane Mosque)

New Market, Daccam2
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5.
Since phones were almost non existent and printing 6.
services were so cheap, we all resorted to personally
delivering invitations to each guest’s home as was
done in the Victorian times. For delivery service we
used what we called the ‘camel express,” which meant
we grabbed at anyone who might be traveling a route
where they could conveniently drop off invitations for
us on their way. We liked getting creative with our
invitation designs both in their graphics and in their
text.

E)

Party decorating was also easier and cheaper in Dacca
than in our homelands. There were many professional
decorating companies who would bring their mistris on
the morning of a party, set up a shamiana (tent) in the
garden and provide whatever interior decorations one
asked for. Although they were cheap and quick, Dan
and | usually preferred to do our decorations ourselves
with the help and resourcefulness of our own staff.
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OUR DINNERS AT BENGALI HOUSEHOLDS

Dan and | learned early on, to have different
expectations when dining with Bengali’s at their homes
than with other foreigners. During our first week in
Dacca, when Sheik, one of Dan’s Berger bosses, invited
us to dinner at his house, we thought something was
terribly wrong because in spite of all our efforts to make
pleasant conversation, he and his wife seemed totally
unresponsive. They were very gracious about offering
food, but they never showed any desire to chat. Dan
and | learned later that in Bengali homes — mealtime
was devoted solely to eating. The idea of eating

and talking at the same time, as is the norm among
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westerners, was not customary and perhaps considered
rude. For our hosts, eating was the important thing to
do during a meal and conversation came before or after
the meal (not during). We also learned from that first
dinner invitation that Bengali’s tend to eat dinner very
late. Over time, Dan and | knew that if we were invited
to a Bengali household for dinner at 7PM we might not
be eating before 11PM. We typically made it a point to
eat something before going. Once dinners were served,
we were usually overwhelmed by the amounts of food.
In my efforts to speak Bengali | was frustrated that there
was no Bengali expression | could use to say “Thank
you, but | have had enough.”

Banquet held in the Durbar Hall, Laxmi Vilas Palace, Baroda on the occasion
of a state visit of Maharaja Ganga Singh of Bikaner, 1934

THEATRICAL PARTIES IN THE TIME OF
THE BRITTISH RAJ

Our social life of parties and home
productions of music and theater in
many ways resembled that of the British
colonialists of the 19th century.

THEATRICAL WIGS

AND

FANCY DRESSES

For Sale or Hire
MAKE UP BOXES.
Complete with all neces-
sary articles for Theatrical
or Fancy Dress Balls.

From

Court and Historical

10, Government Place,
CALCUTTA

YOUD & Co.,

Hatr Dressers,

“...we had our French play in the evening. We
dined early, and drove after dinner, and then
dressed for the play. [ never saw a prettier
theatre than we had, with scenes, and a place
for the orchestra, and a dressing-room on each
side, and beautifully lighted up, because one of
the great lusters of the ball-room happened to
hang right in the middle of the stage. We had
L’ Affaire d’Honneur and Vatel, which last was
acted quite as well as I ever saw it in Paris or
London. Nothing could go off better, and it is
the first attempt we have made at amusing others
which has amused us. I take it more than half the
audience did not understand French, but those
that did, laughed a little more in consequence, to
show their superiority ...”

[Eden Sisters’, letters mid 19th
century,72/199-73/100]
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HAFIZ VILLA GATHERINGS

HOME THEATER:

“Pyramus and Thisbe” for my father

As the highlight of a celebration for my father’s
birthday, | organized “our gang” to stage a performance
of “Pyramus and Thisbe,” the play within a play of
Shakespeare’s “Midsummer Night’s Dream.” The

front portico of our house served as a stage with the
audience seated below on the lawn in front. The two
rooms on either side (living and bedroom) served as
“the wings” and our dining room in the center provided
the backstage.

Instead of a script for the play, | simply told Wohab
the tragic story of Pyramus and Thisbe and let him and
the rest of “our gang” improvise their own rendition
of the story with their own costumes and props.
Theresa, Katherine’s ayah, played the part of Thisbe,
Wohab played Pyramus and Mali played the lion (the
character of Moon was omitted). They did a splendid
job of retelling the story in Bengali with their own
interpretation of the plot in a Bengali village setting.

“Down in the Village” a
performed by our ’ :
“Gang” under Jock’s ‘Pu'Cvf e =1 ol
direction K eVt V" Jo K LAY

2 P '%4‘

Our “Gang’s” production of “Pyramus and Thisbe” to
honor my father’s birthday

PARTIES WITH JOCK

Jock Copland, our friend from the UN World Health
Organization, entertained us with his witty parodies of
western and eastern culture. After having performed
“Down in the Valley” under Jock’s direction, we staged
our own version of it at Hafiz Villa which we called
“Down in the Village.” We especially loved how Jock’s
lyrics mimicked the style of Noel Coward and satirized
our lives in Dacca. One of my favorites was a song
making fun of the type of English used in the Dacca
English language newspaper. The song started:

“You’re a girl, isn’t it?

o.&‘" I’'m a boy, isn’t it?

Etc.”

2
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ELABORATE PARTY PLANNING

PARTIES OF THE BRITISH RAJ

The amount of attention, time and planning we put into our parties was in keeping with the
traditions of the parties of the British colonialists of a 100 years before.
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AN ASIDE REGARDING - PARTIES IN DACCA

Dan was always amused at Dhanmandi dinner parties
when at the end of the meal a bearer appeared pushing
a cart filled with various brandies and liqueurs, like a
glorified street vendor. Americans in government jobs
had American Commissary privileges which gave them
easy access to a copious supply of imported products.
Like having a key to a treasure chest, commissary rights
gave them access to a trove of foreign luxury goods at
duty free prices: such as Land O’Lakes cheeses, Kellogg’s
corn flakes, Skippy Peanut Butter and the best wines
and liqueurs from around the world. There must have
been a thriving “black market” trade in these imported
goods since we so often saw them shamelessly flaunted
at parties hosted by foreigners who clearly did not have
commissary privileges.

Children’s birthday parties were often an occasion to
conspicuously display and enjoy the best in American
processed treats (jellos, Hershey’s chocolates, lollipops,
and Betty Crocker cakes) and decorations. Bengali
cooks had no trouble using the American cake mixes
with their simple graphic directions on the box. Even
the decorations — the birthday candles, streamers and
balloons — at these parties would often come from the
commissary and were of much better quality than what
was locally available.

When Dan joined the team of USAID funded architects
to teach at EPUET, we automatically became

members of the privileged class of Americans who

had commissary rights whether we liked it or not.
However, having already lived more than a year in
Dacca, entirely on local bought goods, we took pride in
our independence from the commissary. If we needed
liquors for a party, Dan would make a pilgrimage to the
end of Nawabpur Road, near Sadar Ghat in the Old City,
to a nameless shop where he could buy black market,
imported liquors.

Fortunately, since most of our guests were Bengali
Muslims, we did not feel the need to stock up on
alcoholic beverages. However, we did try to keep a
bottle of whiskey on hand for one visitor in particular
who often stopped by around tea time for a ‘cocktail.’
Although we often entertained afternoon guests in our
garden, Wohab would always make sure to serve this
particular guest in the living room, so he could enjoy his
“haram” (forbidden) drink in private.

CAKE Mix
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AN ASIDE REGARDING - ETIQUETTE CUSTOMS AS PRESCRIBED BY U.S.A.I.D.
SOCIAL ETIQUETTE This was a bulletin distributed to all US personnel and their families

pointing out Pakistani customs to be observed and some of the customs to
be aware of among the American community.
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OUR CHRISTMAS PARTIES

By our third year in Dacca we had established a
tradition of hosting a large Christmas party at our house
that would often last the entire day. Dan would fashion
a “tree”, or so we called it, by piling up potted plants in
a pyramid fashion and festooning them with the brightly
colored tissue paper chains made by “our gang”. We
made sure nobody left this party without a gift. Dan
would usually select some small items such as pencil
sharpeners (from abroad), scarves, or socks which he
would buy in quantity and would wrap in coded colors
to indicate whether the gift was for a child or a man or
a woman.

Bengali guests would start to arrive as early as ten

in the morning for our ‘afternoon’ party and often
leave before the rest of our guests came. At our first
Christmas party, Dan noticed that many of the local
guests were naturally segregating themselves: the
women kept to one room- like a pordah room. For all
our next Christmas parties we knew to prepare our
bedroom as the pordah room for the women. From
that first party, we also learned how thrilled some of
our guests (mostly students) were to taste “American”
ham: even though it was haram (forbidden). To our
surprise the following year we heard that we were
expected to serve ham again, so we learned to have it
every time.

PAT’S DESCRIPTION OF THE DUNHAM ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY

[P. Hill, Moon Bazar, p.201]

The Dunhams had open house every Christmas Day for all - 1,

the Bengalis in Dan's department at the college. Their house

was gloriously adorned, with a real tree in the parlor and a

handsome buffet luncheon in the courtyard.

they managed the sensitivities involved in mixing guests of
different stations in life; but Dan said that they segregated

themselves into homogeneous social groups which ignored each

other and no one seehed to mind.

I wondered how

{

{

’

-chains, The Dunham servants later reported to Dan that they

CHAPTER 8: INVITATIONS | 35
CHRISTMAS PARTY - 1963

In this letter | give a good idea of the eleborate preparations we made for our yearly Christmas
parties: including organizing the food, making the decorations and wrapping gifts.
[[MFD letter to CGR 12/27/1963]]

We had over 100 on Christmas this year. I got what I thought would be sufficient
for 60 but we ran short on many things and trying to keep shish kebab going and
everything passed around was beyond me. The servants out did themselves decorating
this year. They started with cutting paper flags and chains by the beginning of the
month. The Mali constructed a model village house with real thatched roof, veranda,
door and windows and beautifully decorated. It was quite a surprise. They made
an elaborated Marry Christmas sign for the front door and the whole house, garden,
patio, and verandas were festooned in colored paper. Dan kept the living room for
his own elegant decorating skills and in almost four hours had constructed a large
Christmas tree of fringed red paper covering a wire spiral frame He and others
made silver paper ornaments He could put alight bulb inside so that the whole
tree glowed. A Paki stool acted as a short truck beneath it and we put all our
own presents around it. The rest of the room was dotted with red paper and dainty
candelabra with small red candles which we 1it after dark.

We had a small luncheon before the party for which the cook sat up the entire night
cooking a 15 1b. turkey and two small hams. We had Emmy’s plum pudding which tasted
like it should and burned well except you couldn’t see the flames in the day light.

By mistake I had tripled an order for socks from Sears Roebuck so we had about 20
pairs to give away. We made little packages of bangles for girl guests, marbles and
tops for boys, chewing gum, candy, and two yards of different materials also ordered
from Sears for the begums. When I saw all the crowd which was arriving with their
wives and families I despaired about making the gifts go around. Emmy had been
wrapping them for two days previously. I think all the children got something which
is the main thing?

PAT’S MEMORIES OF DUNHAM CHRISTMAS PARTIES
[P. Hill, Moon Bazar, p.200]

N
The Dunhams' cook and bearer arrived late upon this hedon-

istic scene and stared in disbelief., Their master was an
artist, and the homemade decorations over on Siddeswari Road
were brillisntly devised, Little had been accomplished by our

merry workers except miles of red, green and purple paper

thought they could do something better than the Hill house

production, and indeed they did. -
They thought our creche was a good idea, though poorly

executed, and decided to make one secretly as a surprise for

Mr. and Mrs. Dunhem, When they presented it on Christmas Day,

their superiority was manifest. Their stable had walls,

The creche that “our gang” made
for one of our Christmas parites

covered with roses, and windows with bars made of match sticks,
and a front porch, and paper Pakistani flags, and flower pots.
It was truly lovely, They hed painted a glittered sign over
the door, in Bengali, which was meant to say ™Our Big Day"

but due to a blithe spelling error read "Day of Wine",
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CHRISTMAS PARTY - 1964: THE BLUE-ORANGE THEME

I describe the party food and Dan’s design for a Christmas
tree and how he used mirrors in the decorations.
[MEFD letter to CGR, 12/29/1964]
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The Christmas celebration at
the Holy Cross orphanage

I describe how Dan unified all the party decorations around the

colors blue and orange from the d j
ecorations t
[MFD diary 12/1964] oo thefood
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Wwe contemplated not having ourl"traditional“ tea for Dan's classes ,
0ld friends and neighboors, but figured that the only way we could ,&
avoid it was by leaving the house. People would be comi ng anyway.
However,slthoush the numbers increase every year because Dan has
s new class the preparations seem to be easier or perhaps my
standards are slipping, or perhaps it was having Mrs. D. helping.
mhe servents would 1ike to spend a month, actually spend weeks,
of their free time cutting colored tissue paper into flags and
chains ané fancy laces, which are pasted to yards, miles, of string
and put up Christmas morning 8O that the courtyard and verandah
surrounding are erisscrossed with a covering of paper flage, and
are very festive. I buy a 10lb. fruit cake, 10lbs. of various
Pakistani "sweets", 8 dox. oranges and so many bananas,{bought at

the docks in the old city), 101bs of beef and 8 chickens for
shishkebabs, in addition to the plentiful 1eft-overs of a turkey
and bham (US Commissary) which we start at lunch, 2 cake-mix cakes,
A 8les, of peanuts and 4 of chanachur (mixture of peenuts

and fried tidbits), and there never is & crumb left. Besides we
usually receive several csakes (the rich dense overly sweet version

of cakes) during the afternoon. We wrap gbout 100 small presents
(packets of ciparettes, sopé, marbles, all the 1ittle tonings I
have accumulated and wan: to get rid of¥s Katherine's outgrown

cloths, and Dan has a measuring tape for all hic new class, & &
mechanical pencil for thgk year's class, and nex?t year??)

Berg er drafstmen, hearers, sSwWeepers, consulate elevator bOy S,

Texas A. & M cecrnetaries, bearers, gardener (an old bearded

Hindu) their walves, and children (who sbay in our bedroom in
gemi-purdah) fill the courtyard and verandah but keep to thelir
won EIrouns. gomething decides the students, who have been listening
and rocking to our borrowed twist records, to start tea and they

all converge on ihe table with the ffod, make pretty clesn wok of it,
then tea. The other guests have been drinking tea ard shyly eating
fruit and cake when handed to tlem. The "poro Loks" and wives stay
in the lving T0OMW. Tveryone has been nanded a present when he arrives
which they keep unopened until they go home. 1 feel badly as to

the disappointment 1 imagine when they find out what a wmall thing

is inside.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY - 1965: DAN’S EPUET STUDENTS INSIST ON A PARTY
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CHRISTMAS PARTY - 1966: DAN’s SPECIAL CHRISTMAS TREE
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OUR BIRTHDAY PARTIES

For each other’s birthdays, Dan and | loved to come up
with inventive surprises. Having access to cheap labor
and materials we put on elaborate affairs requiring
advanced planning and coordination. In many ways
we were carrying on the British love of extravagant
entertaining during their rule in India. Like the British
before us, we enjoyed the creative preparation for our
parties as much, if not more than, the actual parties
themselves.
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DAN’S TAJ] MAHAL BIRTHDAY CAKE
(2/1961 or 1963)

Dan’s birthday, February 1, was in the dry season, which
meant we could celebrate it out-of-doors. His first
birthday in Dacca came so soon after we had moved
into Hafiz Villa, that | was still learning the ropes of how
to run a household with servants (mostly inexperienced
servants at that). For Dan’s cake that year, | had to be
creative because there were no pastry shops in Dacca.
At New Market, our largest shopping center, the only
things that were paowa jai (“available”) were clothing,
house wares, books, stationary, tools etc. ... nothing in
the way of cakes and pastries. The Shabagh Hotel had
the only real pastry shop per se, but their selection
was limited to western style loaves of bread, no cakes
and no ice cream. After much searching, | eventually
found one pastry shop near the Gulistan movie theatre.
I must have been impressed by their decorating skills
because | decided to have them make a cake in the
shape of the Taj Mahal. To help them, | made them

a cardboard model for them to copy. | had no idea
what to expect, but miraculously they did a great job.
Regardless of how it tasted it was an amusing surprise
for Dan and our guests.
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DAN’s TYPEWRITER CAKE FOR MY BIRTHDAY
(3/1965)

For one of my birthdays, Dan and Peggy produced a

booklet called “A Guide to Mary Frances,” poking fun at

the guide book for Dacca that | was working on with Pat Axcooooco XK |

Hill and Dee Rutherford. At that time, the three of us,
Pat, Dee and myself, were thoroughly engrossed in this
project and could talk or think of little else. Perhaps

MARYFPRANCES

 DUNHANM

Introduction

amused by our writing frenzy, Dan made my birthday
cake in the shape of my Hermes typewriter.
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probably be ‘different in nany pes-
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This book 1s made in the hope
it will ease the transition into
the presence of Mary Frances
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FESTIVALS

e main festival is the
anniversary of her birth (see
histary), It is gennerally
celebrated in a way unacceptable
to her (see culture), A& groupe
of interested people gather and
a sweetened bread dish (cake)
is brought out with small flames
on top corresponding to the reg-
uired mumber of years, This
"cake" is usually attractive and
delicious as its making is
supervised by her husband and he
graciously receives the omplim:
it inspires

T

DAN’S HOT AIR LANTERNS FOR MY BIRTHDAY
(3/1965)

By our fifth year in Dacca, Dan and | loved to include
home-made hot air balloons in our dry season
celebrations. These balloons were something “our
gang” already knew how to make from their local village
festivities. They would construct a gigantic cylindrical
framework out of bamboo strips and then cover it with
tissue paper in bright colors. For the heat source, they
used rags soaked in wax and paraffin, which were hung {
below the open bottom of the balloon. When fire was

applied to the ball of wax, the balloon would start to
sway and gently rise. If the wax succeeded to stay on
fire, the balloon would eventually float high above our
neighborhood and gently drift away above the city.

[MFD letter to cGR 04/05/1965]
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DAN’S ELEPHANT BIRTHDAY PARTY
(2/1966)

For Dan’s 38" birthday (our third year in Dacca), Peggy
Azbill, and | cooked up an elaborate plan to regally
parade Dan home from work on an elephant. We
envisioned recreating the splendor of a Moghul Nawab
enthroned on top of his decorated elephant surrounded
by followers. The event took much secret planning
involving convoluted dealings with a government official
to get the elephant(s) and a team of devoted friends to
carry it all off.

This story began when Peggy and | first spotted a pair
of elephants grazing in a Dhanmandi house yard. Soon
after we traced the ownership of the elephants to the
director of WAPDA. With nothing to loose, and low
expectations, we boldly went to the WAPDA building

to find him. To our surprise, we were admitted into

his office directly without any prior introduction or
appointment (perhaps an advantage of being two
attractive, young, foreign women). And within that first
meeting, after an amusing exchange over the possible
rental value of an elephant, it was decided we could
borrow an elephant for free on condition that we help
draft up the first rental contract for future employment
of WAPDA elephants.

As it turned out, the elephant we had contracted

for was part of a mother-child duo that could not

be separated. So on the day of the event, when we
were expecting one elephant two showed up. The
mother elephant, colorfully painted by her mahout
(“care-taker”) with traditional patterns came with her
baby in tow. As students cheered, our friend, Hugh
Murphy, arrived at the last minute to place the howdah
(“saddle”) he had made on the elephant’s back just in
time for Dan’s exit from his class. Hugh and the mahout
helped him into the decorated saddle. As Dan paraded
down the streets to our house, people waved and
shouted “Zindabad!” (long live) as if he were a king.
But sadly, since Dan was tall and the elephant small,
the sight of Dan’s feet almost scraping the ground as he
rode along the avenue was more quixotic than regal.

On reaching Hafiz Villa, Dan was greeted by a scene

out of the Arabian Nights. Our back patio was decked
out with oriental carpets and silk saris and a number of
our guests costumed themselves in the same oriental
theme with veils, pantaloons and turbans. Through the
rest of the evening Dan was entertained like a Maharaja
with skits, songs and speeches.

Peggy Azbill’s newsletter
giving a detailed account of
the planning that lead up
to the elephant surprise for
Dan'’s birthday
02/16/1966 (6 pages)

G

CHAPTER 8: INVITATIONS | 43

Yo 72 ; o . . :
W_ OWZ r)u_- ,@:ZZ(—M — \77« JZ&a?%w&d’ 4 Lot €5 ‘/- -]

< M ) Y,
s tushbotten and apar gang: Boguny February 16, 1966

o e - 22l o A, VI e Meren B

o - o e st Aomtssns, Sedeuef

P v 18 & tremendous relief 4 : . ﬂ[ 44

i
0 kowthd T oap the 9n\1,:"" young lady Wour

asquainbance who WLLL £it in yoyr
it JOur pot of sl . A
greenz, nmy feelings monid .
hare A5 4

be y
&n terribly“gurt if you had szid otherwvisés ,

-~
v

5o muich hag ‘be ing
N going on Le:
— ..been time to_breatie, R

Tuesday, Februa s 3

’ ‘ Wil W L Vel Lok O o

of them all, Tra -9~ birthduy afd we hag <

’ , e Wedrenn - . @ 2ad the mog

of coffee ;_:z:d Pg.b ;J]f!f[l.e. = w2 T d repped Uy Mary Frmtc:sxgt;g;“l:r party
ideas: for Danta past FA 1D s 3o here we se 5 oo

i U el  PATET, : B8 we set tp .
Litus in Dhanmomg' 7o =9 22314 have the ct Fing to think of
that didnit resyie o o0 L cproorvy @ her house (she
e lor D n's > &nd X, nor di

_uarned_to Fifts a ng w s n D_fmm._ondi. ’.“hé conve;gago:e:gle

‘{. continued to think an ol '—'-"r:q:f*-,,f"?f” things he shoulq receive thig n
1N701ves & never and mogpo f"k:l‘bes:h 2uiol £et D avery party that we give

T clraiod . L mocde of 4rona

eI - " by -'MV) :
the DIT, andhf}taf?'ie Ty 'g w0 elephunts in u'i;ras':} oﬁngaﬁyeﬁw élgedlmnpravzwsly.
n YAV RIS gister is & profs b o e
alephant yide ip e 3 0 & Erofescor ab emr go)
o AMoOHE, T commented the 15 - . Or 688 Remeuber
veliicle on wdch Ton e ,rf d:;c.':mennc\i that i% was %he most uncomforta%lng

7 dien,

SO L) ol o 2 |
¢ L8 e pash Ywo months that there heg Hearcely

“1e word ELEPHANT ELEPHANT mersoe :
53 possible to bopra n L SFPIUET, kept mfmin 1 .
Pty toovg;;l;]zgegtram the glephants? How sogcli.o;eg}l f;nug gz'zgs.f‘ewma i \
cars for tk o © Becurs this information, ¥ ic > o |
ke professor so I taought it would be ;;tteg gg Zg;rgggzgﬁlag {h
€ brother

directly, - B irac
. B ¥ directly, I wmeant c
it e 2 - et of course that T wonld di fos
izl fop mam::L Ligdhilg, fe?],}ng Sorry For my pl: ;% w;ufddzgg:zs'stthe Whth()le inojp..%t
o i startad on ap adventure wiich hasn't real]?yggi?i'bee i‘ot ’ fis
come %o

3%t morning I slinked i 1
s L nies into ke, 0's offige looked behi.
o .ulq) ap;:,?i:(dl :;wlr:i :ahz;percd‘ that T needed’to ‘gafk tjgglfrlﬁﬁe d-esk. o e
Eri2 e el : »,3( 3, "e EATR Ahe office giaoe dt: T'Jareprl-‘gﬂtely‘ .A,Wide .
1% an oL 23 003 to his office apg T then ex, Ld ned B o b ey
B _sec;.a ta (ks loves to be involved in ny gscagidesz }p S il
call the DIT and mind cob Cob, o0 S7eCvation tine). g sugge“teéet?e%p o
ettomon. 104 £ t k:th aboub tha orephants &:8 let me Imow the ‘s e i
e about,"a 1;:3 1:—12 71 1;;1}{?:1 “Priuit his office nd he:rudc:onnelem e
s ¥ I :, Foor man how Loring aftep having been h:g;ing
o

=% Lay before and noy looking for elephants
c »

it Z peme  the phons rang &nd i
were inquiring gbou‘;-, :’*i?u ;
asksd if they coyld e i
Emch, that to do? I G
,f?drgfjesz% day, he told r- 1
~2o 9Bl ¥ bean 2ble b0 balk wiih tha
“JT:T who actualiy controlled 1'39. 1m2hu
iz I' called him persond Ir, he i
SiCpnanbs gratis, by B

A il Betd lam i
fc-'E‘ f(fgi, R:' 55 .be.'Lll ebout the objects: you
h:‘ Rupaor a”t’la:?r oach, T sat down ami =

s === definitely not] Thatlg too C’“A

: al'l;ephants. for only g
. € continued 4
”enz;g: ¢ tgr-y, hEt 1t was the Ghairman g;tﬂ};:
evomen.s of the EL ephents. in Daeea
ght .ba S¥ayn’ by my charms and gi:;e ;;ldtﬁrhap&

The position of Chairman of

o 3 2 the DIT is ¢om

o ¢ ’ rparabls to a gs i
a; ;ppbfz?th;:.g’rcﬂe?rf;h }I]'l}is 1{7‘_ t‘he “nd of men one ordinarilybiﬁ:;rg:z}?e;n ag.le e
or months for said. apllﬁ-slrl:;x;;;e s}c;;r;tfslr o gfm welting soveral déyﬁ’: _i:ﬁiﬂg
o ) ¢ I8 tilds an d destroys road ’
& ;:ni’i::t qu-:ge "&I}llipe Eecca will take. 8o I decidzd mZ;b: ?’,g E:::: the .
e ; e.. ;m‘;; Ea: ;rpr?;se she was amused and promised torz;z}:ﬁ:;ch

& ps -Bvering, so that when I dig
get an appointment

#ith him, he would be prepe :
mith hisfoorstange” preéparec for us. In the meantime I should nake an appsintment

I called md had 4o make i .
n 7 ekl en armointment bo o el the ary- Liy ez
;?:;gh;d tge secrefory en hour lator, I informed h;iptli::rﬁmtwi 5.'- voen 1 finafly FT
it a:?ugp;ot;‘l.'nofola’nezém gt}friend of I, Madanits sister, Mra, P:.'.n.m;f..Sh ﬁzsﬁzb&ﬁ o
At with Hro ¥edard for 5 mimrtes A'at d rorming®.
asked to check hig appointment hook snd then ‘gave me ﬁigp;ohﬁt::::mggg H:
" sen

N asir ) s : . Sy
. to MF tc tell her we hec da 15430 appointmente— I needed her presence for

moral s % T vliposé of
| uppor#, Then AULEost off to make an appearance at the college before



44 | Partlll: OUR DIVERSIONS

‘pulling my disappearing acte  Peggy Azbill’s newsletter cont.

" Dan was &t home when I arrived, and nearly dropped his teeth at the sight of

re in stockings and quistly chic dress—— but that was nothing compared to his
reaction when FF came out equally dressed for the occasion. He asked where
we were going so dressed upe— but we left the question wnansw ered as we did
g0 many others in the few remaining days before his birthday.

Nas > drove ws to the DIT building and we got out. According to Mre O's directions
we took the elevator to the fourth floor md w alked up another flight to whe re
he said the Chairmen's office wor" be. We wers misdirected and had to descend to
the third floor where we were directsd to the office of his personzl secretary,
There we found two secreteries a% different desks and people sitting all around
waiting, The secrstary a2t the desk nearest the door told us to sit down and

zsked for my card, I was embaraseed and never co sorry that I hadn't had some
printed with FORD FOUNDATION in large print. So I wriite my neme and Ford
Foundation om & a@crap of paper.

Within mirmtes we were ushered into the vestness of Mr, Maderi'ls office, This
office was as large as the oSzer had boen smell and as deserted as the other
had been crowded except for a peor or two stending behind his desk and a friendl y
caller sitting at ons cormer. We wzelksd a mile scross the waldl to wall carpeting
to the large desk at the other end, Mr, Madani hehind it, with large windows
behind him overlooking Decca. We wers shiwn seats at the other corner. Mre
Medani continued with p or shuffling activitiss for severcl more minutes and
then looked in our dirscuion. I performed the introductions and continued,
KMr, Madani, p lease don't laughi™ He didn't seem about to laugh, in fact he
rover looked directly at us during the entire interview. "I understand that
,ou control the movements of slephanta in Dazcca. He nodded, "irs. Dunham’s
tusband is having a birthiay op February first and we nesd to borrow an elephant™
Mf meds a gurgling dound and IVinberjected, Yor rent it if it is possible®. I
intended to maks it quite clear that I chose to borrow the elsphant and not rent
i%. Mr. Madani still seemed unmoved, looked at the ceiling and said, "Nobody has
rade this ®@equest before, How many elephents do you reduire?t We wera taken
aback and mumbled that we only, eeded one. He looksd distressed and h_is friend
sitting at the other corner who.nad enbersd inte the spirit of the game was
. haking his head sadly. Wire they heopier together?" we quickly asked. "fes,
they are /™ "ielll, we would n't want them to bz unhappy o™ "Then you must take
two®, said the chairmen. Duviug bnis conversa.. .. ue nad sent his p eon oub and
another man had appezred at his desks

“... the Maharaja’s elephant, presented to
him by Queen Victoria, carried a howdah
of solid gold, encrusted with blazing
jewels which required twenty-four men to
hoist it up on to the animal’s back. At the
end of the day, the elephant was rewarded
for its efforts with a pint of sherry.”

[Moore, Maharanis. p.27]
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Regulatione for the- Hiving of the D.I.T. * o
Elephants
Department of Elephants
Chief Controller ‘(] :
D.I.T. Building
Dacca, E. Pakistan Date:

Name of hiring party:
Address:
ﬁy whom referred:

Purpose of hire:

Name of Elephant (s):

Current station:

Destination proposed:

Date of arrival at destination:
Time of arrival at destination:

Time recuired at destination:

Dste of hire: Time of hire:
Date of release: Time of release:
Charges

In 5s much as elephants are an exceptional form of locomotion
and in as much 2s they =re not machines, certain stsndards of
erformance msy not be guaranteed by the owners and certain
harges mya be asked in supplement to the ones given below if
the owners see fit. The party hiring the elephants do so at their
own risk and the owners will not take any responsibility in the
event of accidtne e..eeeiieciccnnns

Cost of elephant per day |

luagers hed per

Labor of 4wo keepert per elephant per day
Cost of elephant per week
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Other guests Invited for dinner were invited secretly to be?

in the courtyard at school! around five when they were promi$ed
an unprecedented sight. They were not told what, Meanwhile

at Hafiz ¥llla (the Dunhams house), the back courtyard was 1o
be converted into the banqueting tent of a Maghul prince fer
which MF hired a shamiana to be put up covering most of the
courtyard with the ground cleth on-which we would spread all

the oriental carpets from Hafiz Villa and Seagull Homse, Colored
electric lights were strung around the edges of the Shamiana

and alse crisscrossing it. MF hed invited 30-35 guests for
dinner and had her cooks rolling sides of a caw into beef roasts
on Sunday. I

Oni Monday, the day before Dan's BD, M. F. arrived at 7:30 a.m.

and called the EEE(Executive Engineer of Elephents) and
arranged to see him in his office. When she got there the Mahouts
(elephant keepers or drivers) and others were waiiing te greetl
her. She assured them that we would be at the e¢lephant park by
two the next day to start work. The Executive. Enginger. though
surrounded by people waiting for papers to be signeq-and decisions
te be made, was delighted to see her and wanted to embark there
and then on the drawing up of the draft of regulations for the
hiring of the DIT elephants. He got out some paxp er and affer
getting as far as the title didn't know how tn spell ELEPHAN T
which MF wasn't sure of either or how t# start the draft. A
friend sitting at the corner of the desk suggested - ° c

. (1) N AME OF ELZPHANTS - L Tude B

That struck everycne as a very good beginnings Qther items to

ga down were discussed, but terminology far such an unprecedanted
situation was taxing on the imagination. WF.-tried not -to show
that she was pressed fer time and imagined the EEE should be doing
other things too. We had thought that we would have- time after
Dants party tc work cn the draft, and make -2 nicely bound copy
which Dan might possibly illustrate. She tried te suggest some
of these inner thoughts to the EEE and as he saw how futile it
was to try and draw up enything requiring so much thought fer the
futuyre in such a short time, he agreed that she could take the
matter home., She repeated all the plans we had made with the
Mahouts the day before concerning where @ d when we wanted the
¢lephants and he seemed pleasad with everything., - Two additional
men who were to go with the elephants and whoe turned out to be
useful in interpreting difficult instructions and helping to keep
things on schedule, wersz gut on the Jeb. - Other than their names
we still don't know who they are, The EEE was highly amused by
all our plans and made sure the elephent drivers understoocd what:
they were to do. :

On the day itself, when we thought we had more than we could
possibly get done, 'it: suddenly occurred to us that we should have
notified the Vice=Chm celler of what had bzen plannsd to take .
place in his University at five that afterncon. AFter seme trouble
in finding his office MF found him alone and delighted to see her.
When he heard why she had come, his eyes sparkled with fun and he

~sald we must devise a scheme te make sure Dan stayed in school

untii 30, MF told him she was sure-he would stay until.5:00
since she had heard he was to help Mr. Vorlmer(Roy) with-a.jury-----
But the V C-was scheming his own scheme. He -said he:'would wall
Mr, Vrosman (head of project advisers) and say he would like the
architecture faculty to weit for him at 4:30 83 he was bringing
someone who was interested in the school for a visit.' No seoner
theught” than done and he made a connecticn with the Srchitecture
department, getting Jim Walden instead of Mr. Vrooman, -Jim-asked
if- they should prepare anything special for the visiter and the
VC said nothing at all, ‘just wanted to visit, = When Dick Vrooman .
heard aboutit, Nhe was caught in threec traps; he knew there was te
be semething fer D n at”5:00; hé had a- jury to attend, and new
the VC wanted a meetin%'at 230, The VC hugg up, looked at MF
gleefully and stated, "1 too will be a censpirator®™s = ¢
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Hugh was late to pick up MF after lunch to go to the elnphaats.
Se she left a note saying "Itve gone to pick daisies". and
went down with Ruplal and sent Ruplal off to show sne of the
men the route the elephants would take, and get back te the
house in time ta take Dan te the jury in time fer the hotice

to be free of Dan and ready to be decorated by the shamiana
werkers who were planning l2 work between 3-6-,

It was a good thing MF-hadnit gotten to the elephants any
later because the Mahsuts had not even begun painting them.

We expected a bztter painting Job than they fipally did but
there was no time to worrry about that then. There was the
additional fear that they weren't eliowing ensugh time te get
te the university. They were instructed te start eff at three
even If they hadn't finished painting the elephants,

Hugh was an hour late, but finally arrived with what he had
purchased from "bamboo land" for a howdah., Qulte finel A
wide cane stool with enly the four legs left after sawing eut
the supporting pieces, so it could fit on the elephants back
And a Pakistanl baby basket with one side sawed off se Dan
could put his legs through. This basket wes to be wired on
top of the stool and an arch of caning was to be behind him.
The mattress from my chaise lounge was fitted ander all this
on the elephant's back,

When everything seemed to be going all right, Hugh drove MF

heme and went on to the airport to meet a new family coming

in gorohis firm before he could get back to ts at the university
at 5:00- :

Meanwhile, back at Sczagull House, despite all my protests ..
ithat I would be too busy, E. H. threw 2 luncheon for Mrs,
Harson {the wife of the FF representztive in Pakistan) and
invited Mrs. K. and sther impecrtant people so 1 had to go and

be perlite and interested when my mind and heart were completely
wrazpped up in elephants. Finally at 2:39 Mrs. H. said she needed
to go to the alrport and could my driver tzke her and then drive
her far the remainder of tne afterncon. I had to tell her I

was awfully sorry, but I had big things afcot that afterneon

and evening. Needless to say, this did not endear me to her
heart. I was te picl up MF at home m d we would take the ayah
and Katherine, {dabib, Sultan, Jamal and tea supplies to the
university and get things set up. We arrived at a little J
bpefore 14130 tc find the elephants had gotten there long before
and were munching on banana trie shoots with a large crawd
around them-- just cutslde the gates, The painting hadn't bcen
finished and they had forgotten tu bring the paints. So

someone had to be sent back by rickshew ic get them. Dr,

Rashid (the VC) came out, prompt as his word and said we must
have the "meeting™, We feared there would be a 1little troubie
but let things take their course. We arrived upstairs and

were told that Mr. Vrooman and the others were at a Jury. We
walked down to the clessrocm and My, Vrooman was summonzd. He
didn't know what to do with Dr. Rashid, but Invited him to the
Jury. He eventually went in as we had disappeared to see tn

the elephants which he had ordered to be brought into the court-
yard sn MF's request and the gates shut to keep out the crowds.

By five the caterers with tes cups hadn't arrived and Ruplal

znd I went to find them. The hand cart with all the things was
Just lesaving the shop when we got there, They wouldnit give the
thinys to us (preba ly because we looked like such suspicieus
characters in the AID jeep). Ruplal said it would teke them

10 minutes te reach the university: It secmed te me it weuld
take more like half an huur. We returned to the scene of the

~ big actinn.

In the central corridor, Sultan, Jamal and Habib were bolling
water on the kerosene stove they had brought. Guests were
arriving In cars. Some had brought. their children as we had

\
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suggested without saying why-- to sy the children enjeyed *t
the elephants is the understatement of the century. Finally
Hugh arrived and werked on getting the howdah attached and
decoratzd, He had to get up on the elephant in order to de

this and it was quite cbvious that he was loving every minute

of .bzing up there-- sitting cross legged with his pack tewam

the hend of the slephant, then flnally sitting in the howdesh

and decorating tt. It was quite a sight to ses him cn hiz
howdah thzt ke had rigged, decorating it with whatever we handed
fp to him znd working agairst time. %

MF had a bennzr made which two students could carry ahead of
ban saying Hepepy Birthday in Bengall as he rode behind.  The
dary was still in full swing and it seemad the clzss would
never cnd. MF tel2 Dally {one of Daan's girl students) tc pass
2 note arownd suying the students were to shout, Happy Birthdcy,
when they were dismisscd, She bid warned them earlier that
they were te be prepared to stay after schoal. The elephents

“had bells on including my five strings cf donkey beils around
their ankles so they were making clanging sounds in the court-
yard as they movad about md submitted to furthzr decorating.
The elephants had gay batik slntha en their bhacks, my red thai
umbrellia wos ready on a leng pels. The Mahouts worebright batlk
lungls with white shirts, c¢rimson sishes a2nd turb:ns~- the whole
scene Jocked quite MGHMish from the upper verandzh where Dzn
surrounded by students to guard him appeared,

Within minutes he wes down, pui con the vlephent and Inta the
hewdah with the help of a large upturncd bex, and with the
umbrella waving #bove him, ths bannur n.fare him, the little
¢lephant behind him and = throng of foliowzrs, he was thro ugh
the getes and headzd homew.rds. :

We servad tzz {the caterers had finzily arrived) onc some of the
following rsturnzd shortly ~fterward for tez,

Roy's costume was at my house sc he and 1 got in his car, ater
putting ¥F, Katherine, and the ayeh in my czr ond sending them
home so they'!d be there to recelve Dan. Everything concgrning
the ¢lephents had gone su well that we suspectud they would be
zliowed to go 211 the way ta Hafiz Villa, We passad them as
they were passing the Shahbobh Hotel. It was almost dark by
then end his following had diminished, althcuogh he still had
sbeut b students 2nd Hugh (in cor) guarding him te the end.

When we roachad Hufiz Vilia, the conrtysrd was flnished aad

the colored lights were shinirg. Wehab had dere 2 good leb 6f
spreaging the carpets =nd the effect wus quite exetlc nnd cczy

2t the some time. He tnd slso slrung peper flags over the

front deor. The elzphants nrrived sbeut fifteen minutes later
and the whale nelghborhocd kn:iw zbout it. D2n, huving dismounted,
wobble€ Into the shamianaed courtyzrd and lay down. He snid

that it-hod been the iongest hour of his life, but tha he had
enjoyed the last part zlong the avenue =fter dark,

Ir, the meantime Roy =nd ! hnd sireaked io Szagull House te get
hin dressed in his costume~— only teo find the Hexners waiting
with another.economist from Haorvard who had heard zbout me in
Manila and had brought letters. Roy prepared drinks for them,
then excused himszlf to tcke shower and dress-- frem'the glnces
that went zround; I gather the cesumption was that Roy ad 1

were living in sin., The house lookad as though it had been -
stripped Ly daceits (everything had been taken te Haflz Vil
rugs, copper tables, "trays, etc,). They guzzled their drinks and

2 The- sun waa sinking lowand we didn’t want Dan te precess. in
the dark and net be properly seen. the TC had to ge to the mesque
and ceuldn't walt for the take off, Finally there was = shout

of Happy Birthday and Den and all his students appeared on the
upper verandah. & '

““illustratiens in Indiz ink by Dan.
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{¢ft,=~ Bill Hollingsr cenfuscdly feeling this was not the yeung
womzn he had heard abeaui.

Roy dressed in & costume out of Scheherazade which he had spent
211 morning renting from an outfitter for fiims was = surprise
for everyone, Ha had baggy peach satiny pants and shirt, turban
with festher, long curved sabre, and <ven lenger curling meustache,
He was unrecognizable at first. iis tus guesis arrived, he would
make 2 daegp bow and insist on making them pause at the tep ef

the steps with the frings of the shamiars In thelr faces while

he pempously intreduced them by name, usuzlly with seme title
affixed. He =lso arnounced cvents for the rest of the evenling,
which turned out te be quite a few; and would call "BEZRERY in
largs British tones if aryone nzedad anything.

Durlng dinncr, there were spesches, awurding of PhD degree to

Ban (if he agreed to pay Rs. 2003.37 Rupees-~ 2,000 for the degrae,
3¢ paisz for che stamp and 7 palsa for the imuort duty en the
envelops)s MF and I, dressed in rich doncers costumes (by Wohzb}
with bells on nur ankles did a Zance a 12 Bulbul aczdemy followed
by Lze who was to de the twist, but Eoy put the record on at too
fust @ speed so she fled In confusien. The donation by Dr, Jim
Tayler of a do-it-yourszlf cholers kit in memery of thelr trip
tegether teo Hasnab:id when he and Dz, set out on bicycles, buses
and cauntry boats to save Wuhab's son from cholera a month age,
and = birthday congratulst ions spucch from the "student body"
(made by me) the style of those mads at farewell functions here--
very Tlowary.

Pat Hillls cook had mede ctes in the shape of beoks @ d plles of
bobks (t6 commemorat @ Dan'ts recent pessien for bindling hooka ).

The next morning MF wint straight t8 the EEE's office te hold
him off further on"thst draft, 1 had herrd from Sultana that her
Brether, the Chairman, was awziting it. There szzmed to be n
doub® about his sericusncss. She found ali the Mahouts waiting
for t olr backshish, The EEE was plezsed to heor how things had
gone and tried teo make an appeintrent for her with the Chaiman
for next day(as he was out thut day),  This would give us a
dny 2nd a night to de the draft,

That night I gave sveryone supper and we staricd putting down
tdens. This was ready the next duy, Friczy by 2 Palls

MF thought the chairmen wus moking & big joke=-- but Dan and I
realized he was really meking an exchange for the elephunts and
dcsperately wanted our idexs en regulating their use which weulg
save him timz znd thought; espenid ly since the Womens Volunteer
Association was hoving a bmzar on Saturday zrd was offering
zlephant rices.

By ane Olclock next day we had 16 pirges—- mostly nensensg, half
serieus, half-ridiculous, typed and in & dinder with seme

We toqk it te the DIT building and by 2:30 were In the secretary!s
officg-~ heplng to hand it te him and run, since we had Katherine -
He weuldn't let wus and insisted the chalrman wanted tn see us,

He crivssed the hall ~nd czme bzck and said the chalrmen weuld

see usiimmediz elv, Mr, Madani was all smiles when we handed

him the folder, and he glanced through quickly explalning t®
anether friend at the corner of his desk what it was all abeut,

He said he would read it more czrefully and then call us up fer
furthe gonealtation. He said thet ws had done so much work that
we were entitled to the elephants at least two mere times, Fer
fun we had-put In the brochure thal their basic fz2e¢ shauld be:
Rs, 1,608 per”day (this was the fee quoted to Mr, Osmeni when he
had called them. ecrlicr for me), we forgot to erase it, se the’
next person may have a large sum to pay. N ow we feel that we
practically own the ¢lephants and it is with pride and pleasure
that we shall watch their growth and development. :

I
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MY HARPSICHORD CAKE BIRTHDAY PARTY
(3/1966)

A month after Dan’s elephant party, he retaliated with
a surprise birthday party for me. On the morning of
my birthday, | was woken early by the sound of people
singing “Happy Birthday to you...” Still clad in my lungi,
| emerged onto the veranda to find our courtyard filled
with guests seated around make-shift tables in the
patio. | was handed a detailed program of scheduled
activities that would last the day, including a lunch at
the Vollmers’ and ending with a dinner at Peggy Azbill’s
flat.

Both these meals were special, but Peggy outdid herself
by providing squab; one for each guest. This was quite
extravagant for a Dacca menu and time consuming to
prepare. It required the help of both Peggy’s and our
staff to transform the Dacca pigeons into a successful
squab entré. To cap the celebrations, Peggy’s cook
made a cake in the shape of my spinet according to
Dan’s detailed instructions. This cake had a lot of
meaning for me at that time because Dan had just gone
to a lot of trouble with Dacca customs to import the
spinet for me from Germany.
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Dan'’s very detailed program for my
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OUR BIRTHDAY PARTIES cont.

THE PUKKA BART

A first primer for non-mglish-spcaking

Learners

therford-Hill

publishers: R

CHAPTER ONE

% THE FANILY *

This is Father (Sahib).

This is Mother (Memsahib).

&
=

This is Katherine.

This is Biral. &

This is Sona Mia.

!

% WR WORK AND Pray

Sona Mig says, "amee bujjhi nah,"

DAN’S BIRTHDAY CARD FOR ME SPOOFING
MY ENGLISH LESSONS

Dan provides a good description of our
life at Hafiz Villa in this joke card for me

3% THE FAMILY (continued) ¥

)
This is the Cook. %{\

This is the Gook's brother.

This is the Mell. ﬁ

This is the Mali's cousin-brother.

;é
This is the Bearer. ‘%

This is the Bearer's uncle.’
This is the Ayah. \

This is the Ayah's sister.

What e big family this is!

n
Sona Mia says, "Memsahib ¥hotai?".
R

CHAPTER TWO
% WE WORK AND PLAY TOGETHER

garden. ﬁj

&
Mali is smoking. @2}

¢ showing Sona Mia her dol]

Father is weeding tho

Katherine 1

Bearer is reading 19th century Englis

0
Ayah 1s washing her hair. Q Eﬁ

Mother is packing trunks.

Cook is having his harpsichord lessor

AT s
i CHAPTER THRzg
_*1 brother ﬁt\
1 sin-brother. %
s * HOUSE AND GARDEY 4
This 1s the house, A
This is the Bearer. ‘
This 1s the paint mistms. =.‘§3
g Yemsahid says, "oaint a11 tne wall
. 8
Mistri says, "why hot?"
This is the Ayah. ) -
S Mistri says, "gpop shesh!" i

the Ayah's sister. é
’ One wall is dal green,

1y this is! 2
What a big family W0 walls are eurry yellow

One wall 1s ga1 pink,
J8

CJ

P L

Sona Mia says, "Memsahib khotal?". See Memsahid jump.

S — /2]
P i == See the mistpy smile, gﬁ
Now the cook!
: SEAEs 8 brother ig painting ¢
CHAPTER TWO Q

# WE WORK AND PLAY TOGETHER 3

Father is weeding the garden.m
!

of ¢
Mali is smoking. &
Katherine is showing Sona Mia her dolls. %

Bearer is reading 19th century English novels.
)

Ayah is washing her hair, 6 m

Cook is having his harpsichord lesson, "ngﬂp\_

Bearer's brother is making purple paper flags.

Mother is packing trunks.
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TOGETHER #

continued

Fa

CHAPTER THREE  CONTINUED

* HOQSE AND GARDEN # CONTINUED
This is the garden,
There 1s & _cow in the garden,

W g

See the coy eat the flowers,

See the oo CHAPTER 5

cat the leaves,

See the mali cry. BIRTHDAY SURPRIgps

"Ja0, CoW, Jaoin

£

Fat :
her has g Surprise fop Kat:herina
Katherine opens the box :

It 1s o mongoose,

Katherine Says "Bipgl,n

Mother says "op No,

Mali sayg "Snake anbo, "

Sona Mi
a says, "amee do11 mistri nghit

¥

———

CHAPTER FOUR Sona Mia says "ky kol'bo?"

* FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOR 4

L3 .

=B

FIRST BT RTHDRY PRIMER

This 15 the Tea Shop,

This is the 4
He sitg asetﬂatchep,

he Tea Shop. Single CODY price:

Rs, 10
Multiple CODY priceg:

Th,
e e Do, © 5 cotes a1
riendly Daeo & L0 e
ey com its R
e at Chrigtmgg 5 \éj s. 80
“pime. 25
Rs, 175
5 n
These .ape the Dy 3 Rs, 300
They have cars, nmondai cousing, o Rs, 500
Sales to
- 2 ate hg
e v Dpinti ve si 1
3 u%ggocosts Fu ™1y paiq

wao-'-r"

n pup T Profitg .
to the entipg ggmnfg Semmine V;Ji}j
g

FINIS

(g notg)
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’c??

Lac des Cyngnes

or
Goose lLagoon

or
Honkshi Dighi

Near a sacred dighi som:ﬁezii in Ea;ZWnggtéri}exgizliim ;1 "
Eﬁizgaﬁiix;:éi:g{;gé - r.'xote the Greco-Roman influence in the
ggiuﬁ;)Siegfried-Ali's mother, Begum ¥ X, said to her son that he
:::Zf:};zﬁl; ::idic.)t too happy to hear ggi:ﬁ,l and so decided to

go Horkeht (Quck) Punong 2t e o ahe dtghd for good Juck

T = beautﬁ:muiti‘;:kéu::&liotﬁgﬁgtoﬁmher princess, and
ihzrt:geziﬁcﬁ §2:r:§; prince, enchanting him with their charm and
gru:g:r.xly the evil magician, Ro;kiba::—l]i;qc},‘ei:ame on the scene, He
g:sfigzgﬁi;ni};;.Zuz}ecﬁgn:};:, :;o were under his evil spell.

jdea! Suddenly he
ed-Ali came up with a wonderful

Pgtng\extsizgfﬁusty pen-knife, cut a small chip fromﬂthe w;:;rzi'tree
%Jy the sacred dighi, and touched the evil Rothbarti;tuq o ;f tone
Rothbart-Huq gave one frightful gasp, and turned 0 a p

turned to the palace
fried-Ali and the two princesses re
f‘?:r;;:ifx::g ;he Prince married the first princess, and they q\;iegem .
nagurally lived happily ever af%gl;. The szozﬁtpziixzzs mar; ok 3
ried-Ali's brother, who was a wdyin
ili‘inf;th in the United States. Otto returned to Ec;s;r; B;r;ga;
andygave many wonderful lectures on the new things whi e

Lear® ) neg: \mee, PORE DAN

P:J”\ -
ek&ouw’" A‘j"j\

5@ Pore Dan 1s daid, pore Dan Dunham's daid,

Spoof cards for Dan’s
birthday 2/1967

The o bituary tells the woeful tale;
Z\Wiw At 38 years old, he's so rigid and so cold,
Aot g Tho vesterdav so heartv and so hale,
Tlrs  borollasr
ot st s - v 1. Fore Dan is dald, pore Dan Dunham's daid,

Bis students stand so downeast and aloof;

Hig premature demisé has deprived them of a prize:
The chance to throw him from the highest roof,

Dan Durham was the most misunderstood man in the territory:

People used to think he wag a scholarlv hohemisn

And they called him a boro-gahb and a conveyor of lisht,
But the folks that reallv knowed him

Knowed that beneath them 2 dirty luncees he always wore

Dan was Dan was Dan was Dan was Dan.

Pore Dan i1s daid, he's gtanding on his haid

fihere Mary Frgnces stuck him in the cround,
He read the WE news where his wife exnrressed her views

And before he dropped, h e swore she should be crovmed,

Pore Dan, pore Dan!

OTHER PARTIES

PEGGY AZBILL'S RIVER BOAT BIRTHDAY PARTY

For one of Peggy’s birthdays Dan and | hired a
traditional large country boat for the day to celebrate
her birthday. We organized it as a surprise and took
her to the boat blind-folded. Dan and Hugh made a
banner that was pinned to the sail that said “Happy
Birthday Peggy” in large letters. Although the space
was small we still managed to squeeze in at least two
servants to help host the guests and keep them plied
with liquor and snacks. We must have been an unusual
sight on the Buriganga as we boated up and down the
river under our colorful banner with no destination or
purpose in mind. We may have been the first and only
foreigners in Dacca to have celebrated a party on a
traditional country boat.
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KIDS’ PARTIES

Katherine had a number of other children her age

with whom to celebrate birthday parties. Two sets

of our close friends had daughters right around the
same time we had Katherine: the Rutherford’s Ann and
the Rusby’s Shireen. There were a number of other
foreign children in our social circle as well, including the
Rutherford’s two sons - John and James, the Hill’s two
sons — Christopher and Anthony, and Maris Langford’s
son Gus. There were many occasions for kids’ parties.
Dhanmandi birthdays often included local entertainers
with puppets, snake charmers, and even elephants. The
Langfords went so far as to build a cement wading pool
for their Guslet’s birthday that became a permanent
part of their garden.
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FAREWELL MABLE SHANON (2/1963) ) A‘N‘*‘* B A “role
Coseded 4 ) Vol ) L
We hosted a farewell party for Mabel Shannon, our next Erpa Ao~ . L ; !
door neighbor and Dan’s gardening buddy. She had ‘ et LTy Cailn
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FAREWELL HUGH MURPHY (3/1965)

Two years after Mabel Shanon’s departure, Dan and |
hosted the farewell celebrations for Hugh Murphy, her
replacement. He was a dear friend of ours who had
gone on many expeditions around the countryside with
us so we wanted to do something memorable for his
farewell. Because he was with Catholic Relief Services
we had the idea of putting on a mock Charity Ball in
his honor and required all the guests to bring an item
of clothing as a donation. The evening ended with a
mock-ceremonial gift of a “bride” (our Mali disguised
in a burka) for Hugh as a souvenir to take to his next

home. -
Do b ‘
~ by perhy Lo A Mol
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FAREWELL DUNHAMS (SPRING 1967)

In 1967, when it came time for our family to leave
Dacca — there were many farewell parties to see us

off. | particularly remember a party that the Langfords
staged for us. Each guest wrote a limerick making fun
of our life in Dacca. | cherish the book and letters Dan’s
students wrote for us to show their appreciation for the

time they spent with us.

DACCA
YRS

W
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Dated Moy 29, 1967,
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WEDDINGS

Y

ROB GOLAM’S WEDDING

As for local weddings, we were honored to be invited

to quite a few. | especially remember attending Rob
Golam’s wedding. He was a staff member at Berger

and became one of our closest Bengali friends to this
day. His wedding was a traditional Bengali Muslim
wedding — with all the trimmings. The women wore
their best saris. The men looked like Moghul princes in
their kurtas. When Dan and | arrived | was immediately
escorted to a women’s room where | remained for

most of the ceremony. | could see little benefit in the
segregation of the women from the men guests. Given
the lack of education of women at that time this custom
made weddings a bit tedious for me. The conversation
usually did not progress beyond saris, jewelry and
shopping — none of which did | have much to say about.

13

. wedding celebrations are
intense, joyous, boisterous,

emotionally wrenching, not to

mention expensive affairs that
must uphold a family’s ‘standard’
real or pretended.”

[Novak, p41]
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BARTH & “SWEETIE’S” WEDDING (2/1966)

Dan and | did not go to many weddings foreign or
local. The only foreign wedding we had a part in was
the Healey’s wedding. Barth Healey (who replaced
Hugh Murphy at Catholic Relief Service) was a good
friend of ours, so when he told us he was engaged, we
were pleased by the opportunity to help organize their
wedding. For weeks before his fiancée, Lee, arrived,
we heard Barth refer to her as “Sweetie,” so we soon
adopted that name for her ourselves. When she finally
arrived we had to check ourselves from calling her
Sweetie to her face which was often a challenge.

Their wedding promised to be quite interesting and
unusual considering that Barth was Catholic, his
fiancée was Jewish, and country primarily Muslim.
The wedding ceremony itself was indeed quite inter-
denominational. It took place under a temporary
Jewish matrimonial structure (which the bishop

kindly allowed) in the Cathedral, accompanied by the
blessings of the protestant minister. | hired a horse
drawn carriage from the Old City, which we cleaned up
and decorated with cherubs and a monogram of their
combined initials. The carriage added some panache to
the day when it carried Barth and his wife across town
to their wedding reception.

[MFD letter to
Mayers 01/20/1966] that

Precipj
PEGGY COMPLAINING ABOUT BARTH’S WEDDING Barth becayse 1 eXpefZ tated for
[Azbill letter to MFD 02/16/1966] the frist apg , my father op

The week aftzr Dan's birthday Barth and Lee got married; for
weeks In advence they (and we despite our lack of desire to be)
were in the thick of planning thelr wedding, lee somewhat mere
eagerly than Barth who claims to have becn trapped. Gus and
Marls acted as the major hosts for all the festivities which,
although they were for 2 small gathering included all the usual
preparat ions, a shower fer Lee, a bacheler dinner for Barth

(in whish I did all the cooking ard servant supplying-~theugh
they refiused te let me attend). The day before the wedding

they received permission to be meeried in the Catholic chapel
rather than the civil cerémony which had previously becn planed--
Barth is Catholic-- Lee Jewish-- the wedding was the strangest
mast depressing wedding I!ve ever attended., Later at: Gus v .
Maris's there was 2 small Jewish ceremony and before we ate the
Cake, Dick Werkheiser-- the Anglican mimister szid a good old
pritestant blessing, In the midst of such mudness anq confusion,
I felt the only thing te do was get smashed-- but politely and
quietly-- st ---- an 5 glasses of champagne followed by innumerable
Chivas Regals, 1 unequivicolly refused tw catch the brides bauquet,
There wos a small intimate supper with Lee md Barth afterwards
te which I hed not been invited, Thank Godl aAfter the weeks Of
hell in getting everything ready for the wedding, Dan refused to
g4 ta the dinner-- they sald It was a way of thanking D and MF
f8r what they had uone. This, being the case, Dan said it'would
Be more thanks not to gé. Then Lee accused them of not going
because I wasn'!t invited
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OUT ON THE TOWN

THE CINEMA

As for movies, we had a selection of two cinema halls
in Dacca: the Gulistan on Jinnah Avenue and the Moon
theater in the Old City. Both showed mainly Indian,
Pakistan or Bengali popular films of the time with lots
of romance and fighting. Dan would typically send a
peon ahead in the early morning to get tickets and we
would arrive at the cinema early so as to make sure we
got good seats. Over the years we went to the Moon
theater a couple of times to see classic foreign films
such as “Born Free” and “Lawrence of Arabia”.-

The first time that | went to a movie in Dacca was
to see an old Bengali favorite at the Gulistan with a
Bengali “date”. It was during our first weeks in the
country, when | was eager to learn the language and
thought a Bengali movie might be fun. There was a
young peon at Dan’s office whom | was getting to
know because he loved to practice his English with me
by spontaneously bursting out into Kipling-like verse
“Onward, onward and not a step backward.” | thought
it might be entertaining to see a Bengali film with him
as my translator and was pleased he agreed to go with
me. We sat in the designated women’s area up in the
balcony where we had more space and air than among
the smoking crowds of men below. Sadly his translation
skills were a disappointment. When the dialogue
seemed to be vital to understanding the plot, he would
say nothing, but when the talking stopped and the
actions were most obvious, he would enthusiastically
and loudly narrate what he saw, saying things like: “She
is thinking!” or “He is sitting down.”

“We don’t have five movie theaters within walking
distance as we did in Bayswater, in fact the movie
situation is deplorable only ancient American films We
have seen already and no foreign ones. ...”

[MFD letter to Elizabeth04/18/1961]

, mostly those of contr}’ 1living,
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ag distance as we did in Bayswater, in fact the movi _ :
ancieant American films we have sc;n already and mo foreign ocnes, Wg bought a
la in Hong Kong, a small tape recorder, and a camera for we, which
acked a barrel whichtook three months to get here with
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 worlds classics (in the original, g .

 and every week we read Time
i‘mﬁ alwosthave then memorised.

“... Any European country with a population
far less than that of East Pakistan has 5,000
Cinema Houses and India has more ...”

[source: Moon Cinema Hall brochure]
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In our struggle for existence, despair
and dismay inevitably come in the wake.
of our facing and fighting the odds
and challenges of life. The anxieties &,
worries, the agonies and angﬁish, crus-
hing as they are, dull our finer senses
and feelings. No wonder, we intermit-
tently feel an irresistable urge within,v
to escape away from these brute and
bitter realities even for a very brief
time to drink the elixir of entertain- -
ment.  If we happen to enjoy a good
film, we become fascinated ‘and  spell’
bound, and move in an . unimaginative.
flight with the march of events as éﬂ‘
integral part of the story. In the
p.rocess of our creative enjoyment of
time and leisure we store up fresh
energy for life’s unceasing. battle. In
the context of this, we humbly submit
the people of East Pakistan have, un-
fortunately, very few avenues of enter-
tainments. Any European country with
a population far less than that of East

Pakistan has 5,000 Cinema Houses and
Tndia hae mnra Thne o+ a0

From the Moon
Clnema brochure

HILL WRITING ABOUT THE CINEMA
[P. Hill, Moon Bazar, p.76]

took pride, too, in their traditional music and dance,

ronced from very folk to classiczl. (Perhaps these arts were
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Cillﬁma ‘M 0 0 N, SSthe 2g§c§%vember,

1964. ;

cinema apart from its recreational fun<
ctions act as an important agency of
mass-media flashing world news, commer-
cial advertisements and goverment publi-
city for informing & instructing people
and help them change the ethos, velucs
and attitude to speed up development
plans. The “MOON CINEMA”’will also
play its significant role in the socjoece
onomic reconstruction of the country.

The majesty of the building, its
architectural pattern and beauty shinthg
in solitary spendour, seem to inspire a
sense of wonder and admiration. Along
with this, a certain curiosity has been
roused as to why this site has been
chosen in old Dacca for Cinema whose
precious & proud possessions of latest
and modern equipments; go unmatched
in t_his country.

[n fact, the answer is not far to
seek. The undersigned, after the official
publication of the Master plan by DIT.,
according to which Dacca is going to
be built, had been to the said office

eye view. The Buck-
fascinated him in a
nd he was thrilled
resent site earmar-

The cinema halls in Dacca were always filled. 3Bengalis lding of a cinema

present management.
- he was not allowed
ious picce of land
ose. This precisely

which

cvltivated morz than others because they do not reguire

raterial supplies, such as canvas and paint or stone.) Peonle

flocked enthusiastically to the melas (f

now and then; and their religious holidays, Muslim Eid or

fiindu pujas, were as gala 2s they could mke them,

=7

rams w

fairs) which were held

“the cinema halls in
Dacca were always

Village filled ...”

13 were popular, usually tragedies from Bengali history,
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CHU CHIN CHOW'’S

As | mentioned, much of our after work leisure time was
spent making or receiving impromptu dinner visits with
friends close by. However, on rare occasions, when we
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TOMORROW!

Something Very Special

CHU CHIN CHOW

SNACK CORNER

PAKORA BHEL

were desperate for a change in our daily diet, we might
go to Chu Chin Chow, the only restaurant in town that
was not local cuisine. It was located on Topkhana Road
near the USIS office, so it was relatively easy to get to.
From its well worn décor we always assumed it was a
relic of British times that managed to survive in spite
of its mediocre cuisine and limited selection of dishes.
Oddly enough it had enough significance in our lives
that we included it in the portrayal of our family life in
two of the rickshaw paintings we had commissioned.

THE NEW INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL

We would occasionally splurge on drinks or a meal

at the Intercontinental Hotel when it first opened.
However, our reactions to the hotel were a mixture of
horror, shame and amusement.

PEGGY’S DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL
[Peggy Azbill letter to MFD 11/09/1966]

Since the Inter-Continental had its opening, many of the
dire consequences which Dan predicted bave come to pass. Pat
Hill, Dan, and others enjoy going there either for the
faecination of horror or to rub their hands in glee with &an
"I could have told them!" expresesion. Dan took Mr. Akef and
myself after the performance of "Oklahoma" and we went to the
coffee bar, the "Cafe Aream", rather. I found the horrer of
the worst in US teste transplanted into our Dacca too depressing
to think it funny. I suppose it was funny that scmekow & fly
hed msde it from the outer world into the hermetical air-cond-
itioned splendor of Nedick's in Orient where it buzzed happily
in the sugar bowl and that it took & team of ten dDesrers
(waiters? our friends, anyway) to butter some toasts, serve
gome soups, some coffeea, some hamburgers, to the innocents
from abroad who had somehow taken the Dacca route %o the East.
They say the silex machines are the letest to have broken down.
Une morning shortly after the opening, Dan was near the pool
when he heard one of the hotel mansgers say to the other,

"What do you suppose we can do about it?" "I don't think we

can do anything about it."” wae the answer. Dan could not figure
out what "It" was but it had something to do with the pool and
gounded pretty irrevocable., Of course things are going to break,
we egay, if they ineist on hiring only metrics. They will have to
learn to hire our friende from experience. The pricee are
exorbitatn. Dick took Aon for dinner in the main dining room
(the "Chambeeli Room"= "A cosmopolitan Supper Club with the finee
International Cuisine........ Dancing to Burope's T op Orchestra
and Diecotheque Rythms; first in Pakistan.) The music was =0
loud they couldn't hear each other

Every Tuesday
*

HTFUL MUSIC To KEEP
\NY ENJOY FALUDA, DAHI
SURI AND OTHER CHATS AT

FTAN  CINEMA BUILDING,

THE DACCA CLUB

Although we rarely went to the Dacca Club, it was often
on our horizon as an indulgence that we would avoid.
By 4PM on any typical work day with all its challenges,
Dan could understand the urge to escape to the
seclusion of the Dacca Club (with its swimming pool,
tennis courts, and alcohol) although he never gave in to
this temptation himself.

PAT’S DESCRIPTION OF THE DACCA CLUB
[P. Hill, Moon Bazar, p.145]
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The Dacca Club was the sorry resort of the athletic, The |

main building, sagging and mildewed, contained a bare dining i
room and a gloomy bar with brown paint and tired leather chairs, °
Another building housed the squash courts, and there were a

few tennis courts outside. The swimming pool was covered by a

“Our physician
said cheerfully
that his livelihood
was assured as
long as people
swam there ...”

roof which kept it in perpetual shadow, and the plumbing in

the dressing rooms leaked, Our physician sald cheerfully that

his livelihood was assured as long as people swam there; but

as long as it had no competition, people did swim there, and
resigned themselves to ear, nose and throat infections. ]

WHAT WE WORE

Men typically wore tropical weight office pants and
shirts. Women could wear the “shifts”popular at the
time, even though the bottom of the “shift” was above
the knees and exposed a lot of leg.

Sandals of various designs were the preferred daytime
footwear. | liked flat sandals because | did so much
cycling. The best leather sandals were made in West
Pakistan and had to be imported.

For evening wear at parties foreigners enjoyed dressing
up a bit. Dan especially liked the excuse dinner parties
gave for him to dress me up in creative haute couture.

OUR HAIR

The Only Hair Salon in Town

There was only one hair salon in town. It was run by
a lady who was partly East Asian and partly British.
She had equipped the first floor of an old mansion on
New Eskaton Road with a large sink and an electric
hair dryer: tools of her trade that enabled her to do
permanents and the buffon hairstyle popular at that
time. | went to her salon on occasion for a “real” hair
washing. Her imported shampoo was such a treat
compared to the local laundry soap | had resorted to
using at home for washing my hair.
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Sojourner, come to my house.
I will bring a mora for you to sit on.
I will bring you cool water to drink,
With chire’ made of the finest rice.
1 will give you the finest grains from new rice,
(And) bananas from my home tree,
(And) freshly strained yogurt.

Near a mango-jack fruit grove
On an achol’ you may lie down, 8 . 2 O U R G U ESTS
The branches moving in the wind,
Will fan you all night. ...

I have a pomegranate tree in my home
And the pomegranate flowers are smiling
In the water of the pond
The swans are floating.

1 ‘Chire’ is a type of dried rice dish
2 The ‘achol’ is the end of the sari that goes over the shoulder

[Amar Bari ‘by Jasimuddin. Kachi Kotha, p53]
When translating this poem, | found similar first lines quoted in Folkloric Bangladesh by Ashraf Siddiqui
(Dacca, 1976 p. 40-41). He says that the poem of Jasimuddin comes from an old folk nursery song.



68 | Partlll: OUR DIVERSIONS

MY FATHER’S VISITS

1/1962 and 2/1967

My Greek father made two visits during our seven
years, both during the pleasant winter season and

each time staying with us about two weeks. He was

an international lawyer by profession and was used to
traveling a lot, so visiting us in Dacca was relatively easy
for him to do.

For both his visits, we treated my father to a grand
Dacca style party with lots of food, decorations and
guests. For one of these parties we celebrated my
father’s birthday with a theatrical interpretation by
“our gang” of “Piramus and Thisbe” from Shakespeare’s
“Midsummer Night’s Dream.” | had chosen this story
for them to perform because | knew my father loved
Shakespeare and the story was from a Greek myth that
he would recognize. Everyone enjoyed how “our gang”
rendered the story in their own way in a Bengali village
setting wearing lungis and saris as their costumes.

YOu are jnyi,

ed ¢
the b”'hday o cclcbrafe

of

Den (in abs,
ent;,
Ka:hcn’nc i

Mary F rances

o
CGR on the steps of Hafiz Villa -
with our “Gang”

CGR with Katherine

“WEL-COME”

Dan and | were amused when Cook produced a
professional looking cake for my father’s first arrival
with the word(s) “WELL COME” written clearly in
colored icing on the top. Although a novel spelling to
us, we learned that this was common usage dating as
far back as the Victorians.

“Sometimes hospitality

— often with a mis-spelt
WELLCOME written large
upon a triumphal arch — was

a little more formal...”

[Allen, Plain Tales from the
Raj,” p.158]
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FEELING AT HOME AT HAFIZ VILLA

My father enjoyed our humble living arrangements

of Hafiz Villa and being waited upon by “our gang”.
The day my father arrived, cook surprised all of us, by
serving Greek avgolemeno soup. | had told the cook
the day before about my father being Greek, but |
never would have guessed he knew how to make such
a difficult and special soup. We asked him how he

had learned to make it and he had said that his father
had cooked for a Greek family, probably one of the
merchant families living in Narayanganj. My father was
comfortable with our outdoor lifestyle: taking meals in
the courtyard, eating fresh guavas from our tree, and
relaxing on the veranda. Perhaps it reminded him of
his Mediterranean routes growing up in a Greek village
in Turkey. He also enjoyed traveling with us in the
countryside. On several occasions, we took him for a
picnic on a small country boat which we would hire by
the hour from the Old City or when we were out in the
countryside. | also treated him to the luxury of a first
class cabin on the “Rocket” launch to take him down
river through the Sundarbans to Khulna.
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BEFRIENDING THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE

On his second visit to Dhaka, my father by chance met
the Chief Justice Murshed, who upon learning that my
father was a lawyer, insisted on getting his professional
help with a legal situation involving imported goods.
My father ended up being taken to Chittagong to help
handle the affair. How it was resolved, | don’t know,
but the relationship between my father and Murshed
continued. Within a few years, when Murshed was
doing business in New York, he deposited his wife in my
father’s care. I don’t know how much my father cared

- for Murshed but in the end his relationship with him
Hon’ble S. M. MURSHED served us well when we needed help getting a passport
Chief Justice, Dacca High Court for our driver, Ruplal, to immigrate to the USA (see
' Epilogue chapter 16).

2
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EMMY’S VISITS

FALL-WINTER 1963-1964

Emmy, who helped raise me since | was twelve, came to
visit us the winter before Katherine was born. Her visit
was long enough to give us time to travel to Haluaghat
in Assam and to go to India to explore her family routes
in Calcutta and Darjeeling. (See chapter 11 for more
about Emmy’s stay and travels).

During her time with us in Dacca some of the most
violent communal riots between Muslims and Hindus
occurred. To keep Emmy safe we had to restrain her
from carrying out her British sense of duty to help the
victimized Hindus and Christians. Fortunately there was
my pregnancy to distract her and keep her busy while
trapped in our home. (See chapter 15 for more on this
time during the riots).

Emmy at the airport with Selina and Nurul Huda
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During Emmy’s visit with us
there were violent riots in the

streets and a government
imposed a curfew
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MOTHER D’S VISITS

Dan’s mother, whom we called “Mother D,” came to
visit us in Dacca on two separate occasions both of
which began or ended in catastrophic events. The first
visit started with one of the worst cyclones in Dacca’s
history and the second visit was cut short by our
evacuation to Manila during the 1965 war.

THE FIRST VISIT: THE CYCLONE
Spring 1963

The first time Mother D came to visit us was in the
spring of 1963. It was her first travel abroad so Dan
planned her trip to include a stop over in Hawaii (where
she had a good friend) and a few days in Bangkok with
me. In spite of her 79 years, she handled the travel well
and arrived in Dacca in good spirits. However, within

a few days of unpacking we were struck by one of the
most ferocious cyclones of the decade. Having come
from Florida, hurricanes were not a new phenomena for
Mother D but this Dacca cyclone was clearly the worst
she would ever experience. Regardless, she was un-
phased during the entire chaotic and frantic 24 hours

of the cyclone. She remained calm amidst the flurry

of household activity to close shutters, mop floors and
fend off the storm. (See Chapter 13 for more on the
cyclones that hit Dacca).

1

Continued on Page 3, C 1
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MOTHER D TAKES OVER HOUSE
MANAGEMENT

During part of Mother D’s stay when | was away, she
used her time to transform household routines and
menus to her usual American habits. For the cook, this
meant providing coffee with the meal (rather than at
the end), serving the salad with the main course rather
than afterwards and learning to make tuna noodle
casseroles. These adjustments were challenging for
Cook. The first time he tried to follow her instructions
he served the salad “on top of” the main course instead
of “with” it. After that episode, she ceased trying to
make changes. To help her with her own daily needs
and comfort we hired a bearer, another “Mohon” from
Wohab's village, to be her private servant. He was
quite fresh to the job and often went about his tasks
singing or playing the flute. In his care for Mother D, he
was a bit rough in village fashion, showing no caution
about Mother D’s privacy: often entering her room at
will without knocking even though she might still be
dressing.

Getting ready for Mother D’s first visit.

[MFD letter to Stephen, 05/25/1963]
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MOTHER D’s BRIDGE MORNINGS

Knowing how much his mother loved to play Bridge,
Dan arranged for her to join a group of wives who
regularly met to play bridge while their husbands were
at work. Although Mother D was almost 80 years

old and was in a strange land with a language she did
not know, she was fearless about making the journey
crosstown through traffic, noise and dirt by herself to
these morning bridge sessions.
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Sometimes Ruplal was free to drive her, otherwise she
went more often by rickshaw. For these trips, Dan gave
her a mora (a cane woven stool) to help her climb

in and out of rickshaws. Keeping firmly seated in a
rickshaw was always a bit challenging because the seats
(for no reason | could understand) were always pitched
forward. With every bump and jolt of the rickshaw
one was constantly at risk of sliding forwards off the
slippery vinyl seat into the backside of the rickshaw
driver. Somehow Mother D mastered the technique of
staying put on those seats. Occasionally we were able
to induce the rickshaw driver to adjust the seat to a
more comfortable horizontal angle for her which made
the ride much easier. Dan and | were always awed by
her perseverance and dignity as she rode off through
Dacca traffic, noise and dirt swerving this way and that
determined to make it to her bridge session.
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Description of how
we accommodated
Mother D

[MFD letter to CGR,
03/16/1963]
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Mother D with
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N w o

JPTON PARK' PASSENGER TRICYCLE. |

(REGISTERED).

No. 1.
PRICE, £30, NET CASH.

Exha fitted with Hood and Curtains, £5.

This Machine is admirably adapted for use
et T e e 2R N W

Mother D taking her routine rickshaw
ride to her Bridge game across town in
Dhanmandi

From Dan’s birthday
card for Mother D

‘UPTON PARK' PASSENGER TRICYCLE.

(REGISTERED).

Extra fitted with Hood and Curtains, £5.

(Same remarks as No. 1, but passenger faces to the front)

A FIELD TRIP TO ADAMIEE JUTE MILLS

Mother D and | got to accompany a group of Americans
on their business related tour of the famous Adamjee
jute mills in Narayanganj, a suburb of Dacca. Jute

was such a part of our daily lives, (market bags, carpet
backings, export packing, etc.) that | was pleased to
have that opportunity to see how these “golden fibers,”
as they were often called, were woven. The Adamjee
jute mills in particular interested me because | had
heard about Baba Adam, a zamindar cum industrialist
of the 19th century who had built them. Along with the
Calcutta mills the Adamjee jute mills flourished with a
thriving international business since the 19th century.
However, by our time, the jute market was no longer in
demand and the Adamjee mills were suffering.

Seeing the jute mills was a Dickensian experience for
me. The mills were housed in vast sheds where huge
noisy machines were chomping away, cutting and
weaving the jute. The air was full of fine dust that
the workers were breathing. Later, | was saddened to
learn members of Ruplal’s wife’s family were working
at the mills during those times under those unhealthy
conditions.

" clashes, and others reso
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PAKISTAN
The Jute King

Pakistan’s t;n\i
interwoven with

rc economy is tightly
jute, which 1s sec«_):d
rld’s most wide-

; to cotton as the wo iges
f;"hged nalural‘pla_nt‘ ﬁb?;dtt?:)t “fveas
istan’s vital jute : s
‘s)li}\(rled in a strike of nearl} 6}3,(;1“
workers who are demanding gof
i ASome mills were the scencs s
Saate Jutely evicted 2

GHULAM MALIK

ADAMJEE & JUTE STAl.KS
Just a poor millionaire.
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THE SECOND VISIT: THE EVACUATION
Spring 1965

When Katherine was a year old, Dan planned for
Mother D to visit us for an extended stay. We arranged
to rent a small apartment behind our house for Mother
D to live in. The accommodations worked out quite
well because they gave her some independence and
freedom to come and go into our house whenever she
liked. She settled in so well that we were confident
that she could stay most of the year. However, within
months of arriving, the country was thrown into
war-mode and soon after she, Katherine and | were
evacuated to Manila. Although most of the fighting

of this war was concentrated between West Pakistan
and India, East Pakistan took it upon themselves to

be prepared and enforced nightly curfews with lights
out. For Mother D these curfews provided an ideal
opportunity to invite friends for bridge. She was
accustomed to her weekly bridge parties in Tampa,
Florida and was pleased that the curfew provided an
excuse to pick up the routine in Dacca. During those
curfew evenings we retired to her quarters where we
curtained the windows against light shining outside
and invited a friend or two to join Mother D at bridge.
Mother D loved those candle lit evening games and
remarked that she never “had it so good”. (See the full
story of the 1965 war-time in Dacca and our evacuation
in chapter 15).
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[MFD letter to CGR, 12/29/1964]

Me with Katherine and Mother D in Manilla after our
evacuation from Dacca
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AN ASIDE ON SOME SIGNIFCANT VISITORS TO DACCA

BulBal Academy of Fime Arts

ity Decks Itself
In Splendour To
Receive Liu On
Arrival Today

2

L

¥ Vs

In February 1961 Queen Elizabeth Il paid an official Commonwealth visit
to Dacca. She rode through our neighborhood slowly in an open state
car, escorted by mounted guards for and aft. The main road through the
old city and to the airport was lined with whitewashed mats to hide the
bustees that lie along the roadways.

The Duke (Duke Ellington) with his Orchestra played a concert at the
Gymkhana Race Course Grounds in Dacca on Oct 28, 1963, when they
came through South Asia on a goodwill tour.

Prince Karim Aga Khan IV came through Dacca in December, 1964.
During his stay we had a chance to see him when we were invited to
attend the ceremony at the Bulbul Academy to honor him on December
8, 1964. Dan remembered accidentally spilling soup on his highness
when Dan was working as a butler for a prominent family in Cambridge.

Louis Kahn, was the architect for “The Second Capital,” the Parliament
complex for East Pakistan. Dan had played a significant role in his
selection as the architect. In 1965, Kahn came to Dacca a few times

to check in with Roy Vollmer and Gus Langford on the progress of
construction. During his visits he also spent time at the EPUET
architecture faculty. He also had an evening with us at Hafiz Villa,
played a bit with Katherine who was just learning to walk and borrowed
my Colette for which he wrote me a kind thank you note.

We were invited to a reception for Liu Shao-chi, Chairman of the People’s
Republic of China when he came to Dacca in April, 1966. We did not
attend even though we knew that his visit would be of great interest
especially to Americans concerned with Cold War politics. The US
Consulate had once asked Dan because he was an architect if he had
any plans of the Dhanmandi high-walled compound where the Chinese
delegation was housed. Dan could only suggest that someone take
photos from the roof of one of the neighboring Dhanmandi houses.
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R & R CHEZ DUNHAMS

PEACE CORPS-PAKS 1,2, &3

USAID had chosen our house among others as a
suitable “R & R” retreat for the burgeoning Peace Corps
program. We had comforts, but not luxuries hence

it seemed just right. Sadly the Peace Corps efforts

in East Pakistan did not have much of a chance to
succeed given the political wrangling which dominated
the region and their village assignments at that time.
During our time in Dacca, we saw three groups of US
Peace Corps volunteers do their service. They were
nicknamed “Pak 1,” Pak 2” and “Pak 3.”

USIS photo of Pak-1 in Dacca 1963

5
L 4 30' g' 'q
{29: . 27 31
O A ¥ o
n - . . o Da
“East Pakistan I” team with our Bengali staff, completing service,

ce Corps Volunteers

The work of some 1,400 Pea \was honored by the Ramon Magsaysay Awa

The Philippines —
42. Bill Guth

13, Conrad Linkiewicz

14. Ken Clark

15. Dave Phillips

16. Bob Saint

17. Mike Sidor

18. Mick McGuire

19. Bill Hein

20. Roger Hord

21. Bill Reder

22. Pete von Christierson

1. Bob Terry
2. Dan Scheerer
3. Bill Gold
4. Pete McDonough
5. Bob George
6. Tom McMahon
7. Chuck Hitchcock
8. Paul Slawson
9. Anowar Hossain
10. Bob Taylor
44. Jim Bausch

!1 .
<

ot i ia — Al
serving in several oounm;sfglf_ Sselaoe a,f,% intemnational Understa

Among the hundreds of volunteers that came through
Dacca, we became close friends with the Peace Corps
director, Bob Terry, and the Peace Corps doctors. We
also became especially fond of some of the volunteers
whom we hosted during their stays in Dacca. In
particular, | remember how impressed Dan and |

were with a bright young volunteer, Bill Guth, whose
expertise was brick-laying. While he stayed with us,
Dan was delighted to have such a technician to talk to.
He was extra-ordinarily smart and perceptive about his
construction projects working with Bengali villagers.
He later came back to Bangladesh to collaborate with
Sadek Khan on an award winning film called “Nodi-
o-Nari,” (Rivers and People) about Bengal village life.
After we moved back to the US, we reunited with

him in the summer of 1971, when we converged in
Washington DC with other pro-Bangladesh Americans
to lobby for the cause of Bangladesh’s independence.

v,

cca, July 1963. We were followed in East P

akistan by eight more groups, totg

i i i |, Ceylon, Thailand, Indonesia,
DA T e lnd|ﬁ&?\3?awhichy8argent Shriver accepted

Missing
23. Sherwood Tiernan Bob Burns

24. Bob Ahlers Lioyd Goodson

25. M. ': j«" o Judy Huneke Hein
26. Jack Jor

27. Bette Taylor

28. Jean Ellickson
29. Celina Hasan
30. Catherine Khatri
31. Kiki McCarthy
32. Jeanne Dumas
33. Rachel Jordan

Dan'’s cartoon of USA
relations with East Pakistan

Apeil 15, M

become acquainteq
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%
B( Peace Corps Volunteers
“For Pakistan’

[FIRST GROUP TO BEGIN WORK
BY OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER

(Ry Our Slaff Reporier)

The tirst gronp of volunie irs nnder President Keanedy’s
Peace Corps programme is expected to bezin work in Pak-
istan by October or November. The tofal strength  of  the
group was a5 yel uncerizin, but details were heing worked
ouf with the Pakistan ¢ rment.
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of the Per
Tejgaon Airp

Calcutta on
Mr. Shriver aléo said that
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en to the Corps vol

I areas, Mr. Shriver hoped
the pesple of this country
1d respond to the idea and
pt the volunteers It was
vith | not necessary that the volunteers
n.lwould be sent to live and work

PEACE CORPS
EXPERIMENT IN INTERNATIONAL LIVING
EAST PAKISTAN PROJECT

C/0. American ¢
Dacca 2

Telephone s 4241, Ext, 35

ODSUIate-General,

October 24, 1961

Instruction to American Hosts.

Dear Mr, and Mrs, Dunhams
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t°t inVi;Zaigtg your home fozog ggf the ki
—HO or
and _Peter von Ghr:lﬂiil’ Oll;nteers,

ndness in offe
hour recy erati Ting
Their name(g) o;xevésit

They are to arrive Saturday
2

It will be ve
in every ya Iy much appreciated if
they will wi’s;hionwh needed rest of

Would you be
to the Consylate. Sood en

Seying goodbye toleneral on Monday, October 30, var Co883ge
’
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above pla impossible for
Dopaza’nas ¥ill yo you to carry out any of the

u please notify Mr,

tt at 4247 Extension 35, Robert Terry or My,

Hoping that you will have

at
with the Voly least a

nteers, little time to

I am most pratefully

DONALD B, WATT

P.S. Should the incomi.

ng f1i
by teletype in time to t%:;bﬁ delayed, we shall know of it
Ng you an incenveni PDDS, oX: send & message t
Sl ence and telling o
€ next expecteq You when- the

.

teer
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AN ASIDE ON CROSS CULTURAL ETIQUETTE NORMS

‘ MY NOTES ON THE U.S.A.I.D. WELCOMING COMMITEE NSTRUCTIONS FOR NEWCOMERS
! 7. 1062
s MLALL,D. Kives Sn Dacca - lay i [Dacca, Dec. 1964][
INSTRUCTIONS = ) ! GREETINGS TO THE NEWCOMER
FOR THE USAID trom: Fran Gurow, .
WELCOMING =6 This handbook has been prepared by a group of USAID ladies in
COMMITTEE fubjoct: Welcoming Committoo Dacca. Its purpose 1is to assist newcomers in solving their initial
blems and, hopefully, to answer numerous questions that invariably
nle to assute certaiin pr(? 4
1 wvould like volr‘y’ much to ::k:oub 2 ?lt:: :;e!’::n T iaeratind-the arise from any move to a new community or country.
responeibilities for A.1.D. newcome Dacca. 0 o
wife of each Division Chief or proup hoad hes taken ¢ w:::: ﬂ;i]utlzﬁ | [
checking the housing of & nowWComOX to her group, 973'15122 ;urp;se of reiwlnr _____
; inued, However, for ti vl
mmd I believe this should be cont “ = tion of ecur
commmity life and to meet a cross-soc D o . . . .
the mmm: sc‘zle‘w: ::xi.ekly as woszible, T propose the fellowing: In official diplomatic circles there are strict rules of precedence,
people and DPakistania : procedure and decorum which must be observed .. and these are
one married couple would e assignod to one new couple or individual accepted on a worldwide basis by all who must observe them to the
(chencas are they would not be of the same Division ox 2o i “: itho) letter. [but]
o attached list of sugpested activ i
choppine, sightseeing, visiting, etc, (=2 ¢
Pos':;bly'ﬂ 2-weok pericd for these activitics would be sut!'ic{i::t; a::::::z‘:oa Thus comes the problem of some thousand “non-official” Americans
individuals are then reasonably settled except for arrival o families serving abroad ...
effocts, (as well as the wives oo the comaittec’ . Be an ambassador ... . o .
as lve the mew wives/more thon their “The U.S. Government urges all its citizens abroad to remain
Theee services, naturally, would invo foo should be oxtoniod Americans in the fullest sense of the word, but to temper their freedom
the office activities, However, the service , , i
husbands due to times are lost in the shuffie socially as they of action and dress with due regard to the sensitivities of the country
to a1l sincle employees, “;; qu” 1 an sware there are some ladiss ¥ho to which they are assigned.
immediately assume tm‘;u:m:“m umh;nc pursing, ete,, swho thus could oot that we should not wear Pakistan dress in public places or anywhere
8 cnrryin;! m]fl-t::: ahove, It would t;leroforo bve epprecicted if you would that Pakistanis might be present..
'P“;e :ho & :e ::t abo;t and return to we c/o A.J.D, by Tuesday, Mav 147 the inescapable fact remains that we do not wear any national dress
indicate on ached ' “
1083, the following: (1) whether you will serve on the Welcoming (:mit!,ee but our own.
(2\. what wour porticulnr interests are, » record of individual intereali odx & that our children ..
ten (2—) might well be of additiomal help im introducing the mew wives to bot that we respect the Moslem attitude toward dogs
‘pncm-'nnd Pakistani ladies who have mutual interests. that we assist the American community whenever possible, for that
! is our duty as in America ..
\ nqg:lcaning formittee Roster will be subject to constant change, de{m- Y
F of people leavinz, snd Addition of mow staff after atr:iu':ea:r::;;im:s N ELCOME PREPARATIONS . .
\mary purpose, again, is to insure that Mr; % 1':; Suggested shopping list for local market for new arrivals
p in settling easily and actively into the 1 carton of matches
= P S fRiatdcihecd T S

¥
b, Submit bill pargomally o pewcomer for any rupec eRPENEeE =

IpSe @ALPBOR
Arranpe for servanis on temporary basis, rupse xpe
(The sbove itoms are pnot nocesearily in order of importence,)

¥eet nowcomer &t pirport, togethor with momber of Welooming Committoe, -

Coordinate with Velcoming Committeo menbor on menls first tvo daysa,

i 3 B Dy with
Work out general schedule of activities, shopping and :s;;l;tnee =
wouber of 'h'olco:ling Committoe (see attached proposed 1 p

5 s s, Gurow
Brioy new lady to vigit with Mrs. Curow as soon as: mssible,d :::h i
"llr;_.mﬂ‘ out arrangements for her cnil on Mrs, C'Donnell an ;

3 Pakigtanl
ave small tea or coffee after a few days, prefel"al:‘.'y anlua.ing;s e
v'.dlos shose hushands aXe counterparts of nowcomer s haeband ,
soricans outgide your particulayr gxoup.

1 loaf of bread
1 dozen eggs

1 or 2 kinds of fruit (bananas,
4-6 dish towels

2 floor cleaning cloths
Coca Cola Seven Up Soda

papayas or mangoes)

Orange

On a personal loan basis try to supply the following

4 - 6 bottles of boiled water (and fill ice trays with boiled
water)

Cleaning rags
Candle holders
1 cake

SERVANTS

Cooks, nursemaids (ayahs) and any other servants that come in contact

with you should be given a physical examination .. at Holy Family
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AN ASIDE ON CROSS CULTURAL ETIQUETTE NORMS
MY NOTES FROM THE BOOK “PAKISTAN MANNERS AND ENGLISH ETIQUETTE”

which was being discussed.
Modesty is an ingredient 6f'good manners, just.
: rs, just
as boasting or self-praise is that of bad. X:Fi:'!"

=
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PAKISTANIS ON ) Pakistan Manners and English Etiquette
WESTERN BRITISH ETIQUETTE [By Mafor A.F.M. Moshin Ali, Pakistan Press Syndicate Publications, 1958]
: p.4 "“In some cases one’s behavior in crowded places leaves much to be
I ERS desired
U TTE p.5 M. Young people are fond of looking at their watch particularly if it
~ is a new one...
p.5 M“Another matter which is bad manners for a visitor is to look into
“4 papers or files lying on the table of a person he has come to visit.. The
visitor while waiting has no business to pry into the papers lying on the
table.”
| p.6 "“About how a young person should stand before an older one. .. stand
still with one hand holding the wrist of the other..
| p.7-8 “One may be simply or poorly clad or even richly clad but if one’s
ETIQUETTE 13 clothes are not clean, one cuts a sorry figure amongst others. There 1is
ENGLISH : ‘a“c\”mofo\“?co? ," e — e an old English saying that cleanliness is next to godliness. Daily
W hwm juice mixed with ‘;:ew : cleaning of nails”
T R c ch oug .
A tng out . ofﬂm\cc, Wh‘
m a dhg"smg'l'hcrcdj\ﬁcc'ﬁsmd to have PAKISTANI MANNERS AND p.8-9 nose picking, skin scratching, spitting such as pan .. description
et erely. ¢ll be swalls ; . { L
.". be curbt \s:‘:’;\ucyandmavv ‘hrfrcfom\:hc must not = andlns Remember, a shield has two sides, of red Juice on walls.
amedicind Yo e has tospit it O arti- & and so has every subject under the sun, 51
owed. But if om 1| over the p\acc,P ¢ = In Bengali ; p.10 for visitors, should cover upper half of body though weather hot and
: (his oral excretd B ciers of walls 0 ) gali and even in Urdu if one has not been humid
8 w“ on the stairs and the C: ¢ to comply carc- able to catch the other person’s words in conversa .
cularly N Surely one oug g arcf““Y ; tion or has not been abl SRS :
y :¢ buil . 3 ¢ to spit © 5 ! . ¢ to follow, it is usual and p.11 engagements. Turning up on time
ﬁﬂ‘;rcwim the unwoen :t?,:csrcccptac\cs- which Q ntll(:m:ot ScToML the simple quution’ “What 7 in
i . :
y soons of © ose. languages. But in English, if one said “What > ;
i ::::\c?r:\cs provided fol“ “‘;\ gl:\;po( one's mou\th [ it would be considered rugdc ) Thccps::):icr‘:vz;t.zo poif IR er At met
arc exposes the o Cough- \ X y 3
Any act w\uchu‘;ﬂ‘fo“gm 1o \Wavoxdedc; which } i!;n:h;?:fqu?;wn 1s "Ing your pardon” which # p.15 thank you etiquette: “.. And if you want to be profusely polite,
to the VieW Of.:g are involuntary n-:ﬂcxor:c ought z-‘ e s ;::r beg your ‘pardon for not being say, “Thank you very much for a very PLEASANT TIME”. And do not belch
ing and Yaws:: sup ressed. I °°mp;:?c st in front ‘ pl 2 oy )'O;llaor ““dc’.’“?“d you, so will you demonstrating perhaps your happiness at the rich repast either while eating
e camw“ a handkerchicl and p;o do this, one ' s m:ea;e “l;o'ltu)]'o:sa‘dju“ now.” All these or when leaving..”
hip ou . be no Hme 1 own to one si word
i \:h.pmoul\\ If there bec open hand. Another “Pardon,” which again is short for ;‘mple )
% Ln:t:n the mouth with 3% s Apart from the pardon.” I beg] your p.21 .. shaking hands..
can s¢ is sneczing b from youtr | ¢ Y
A of naturc B stuff iro 1 Per K5 1
C*P“’“ondc you may 1!\1-0\\ 0‘_5 can be StOPPE . haps it is n.ot generaly realised, but to speak p.25 western table settings and etiquette..
noist \\mand’“"“ at the umc.r 'gumm is plenty © in a language, which is not understood by anyone ¥
uth 2 - akerchief, for ‘ 1es NS resent takin i ool :
mOﬁmc with a \\anéh: :n the way- Bw‘\dts .::::“ l‘:Canemoagt P;:bma conversation, is rude. For p.33-34 the story of the Shah of Persia at Queen Victoria’s dinner and
ing that a80ece o reflection of bOTEC d at a disads g to him. It puts him drinking out of the finger bowl.
wam Y is also an oblique it to be avoided | ; vantage. He has to cease taking further
Y‘.wnm\% . company Preset pind oné interest in the conversation. And he. feels that the 38 what to do when b ' d
with the o3 in time: ! l‘f‘m has been sudd. A f s o p. wha o do when bacon is serve
- criticise him or perhaps to keep hi
pesbaps P him out of a secret p.39 ‘“bed tea”

p.41-42 names and descriptions of rooms in a western house

p.44-47 “Modern Sanitary Equipments”




9
PROJECTS
e Fie*

(NIJER KAJ)

9.1 PROJECTS FOR OURSELVES
9.2 PROIJECTS FOR OTHERS

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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9.1 PROJECTS FOR OURSELVES
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MAKING JEWELRY

| think Dan must have been one of the first foreigners to
explore the pearl shops in the Old City. The pearls were
known as “pink pearls,” because they had pale tints of
color, sometimes pink, but also yellow and gray. At the
shops, Dan would search out matching pearls. Since
the pearls came in all shapes and sizes (most of them
looking like rice crispies). It could take him a long time
before he had enough of the same shape and color to
make a necklace. Sadly, after spending so much time
to find matching pearls, Dan learned that the local
craftsmen did not have the tools or the skills to drill the
fine holes to string them. Dan had to have the work
done in Hong Kong instead. Over time, he made me

a number of beautiful necklaces for me: some were
purely pearl strands and others were mixed with semi-
precious gems to replicate traditional Moghul jewelry
designs.
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“ ... for ladies who have plenty of trinkets, some Indian jewelery is a very good
addition, but it would not answer for people with a small stock. The gold is so
excessively pure, that it is an excellent investment, and you can sell your bracelet or
comb, when tired of it, for almost its original cost; still you get much less show for
the money than with a larger supply of trinkets in English jeweler’s gold....”

[Eden Sister Letters, p.111]

EAST & WEST PAKISTAN EARRINGS

Dan was also the first of our Dacca contemporaries

to design gold jewelry and to have it made to order.
For one of my birthdays, Dan cleverly designed a pair
of gold earrings for me that at first sight looked odd
because they did not match. One of them was in the
shape of West Pakistan and the other in the shape

of East Pakistan. Their geographic shapes were so
perfectly replicated attesting to the fine craftsmanship
of the jewelers. After some time, on a bumpy rickshaw
ride | lost the West Pakistan earing. Perhaps it was
prophetic considering East Pakistan was soon to
become a free nation.

West Pakistan earing
designed by Dan.

Instructions to my father about what to bring on his next trip
including “.. as much gold as you can in the form of anything
that looks like it belongs to you ..” so that Dan can have it
melted down for his own custom designed jewelry.

[MFD letter to CGR, 01/11/1966]

DAN'’S SOLID GOLD BELT BUCKLE

Dan sympathized with the Bengali emphasis on gold
ornaments as investments. He also appreciated that in
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T Sl BINDING BOOKS IN LEATHER
N (_,M,\ﬁ | During our first year, on one of Dan’s explorations of
SHAKES peag the Old City, he discovered the district where books
S e | were printed and bound. He became enamored by
- ;' 3 the process of the leather work and the elegance of
24 t"::l‘“ * the gold printed titles on the spines. Against my better
/’g‘—; 4 m 2 ~ = judgment at the time, Dan decided to have all our paper
KGZV M Yo b ‘ back books (regardless of their content or paper quality)
NATVRA | | bound in leather with our initials printed in gold on the
e ~ spines. | have since come to appreciate the look of the
X * » leather bindings on our shelves even though the pages
— > . inside many of them have not endured.
¢ o ox That first group of bound books looked so elegant
- s lined up on our shelves, that | decided to have all my

most beloved books bound (namely my dictionaries
and classic literature). Going to the book binders
soon became a regular activity he looked forward to.
Whenever he had a batch of new books and a little
MERD spare time, Dan would whisk them off for binding. The
first step was always choosing the color of the leather,
and the layout of the spine. Sometimes he splurged
on Florentine style patterned papers to give the
inside covers some panache. After a week, he would
check back to see how the work was going often to
be disappointed by mistakes or delays in ordering the
specific leather he had chosen. In spite of the problems,
our collection of leather-backed books increased
steadily and handsomely. Dan became so pleased
with the book binding possibilities that he would even
have the cheapest worst quality books in our collection
bound so as to keep up the elegant appearance of our
shelves as they filled with our newly bound books.
Many years later, all | am left with is the binding on
some of the more cheaply published books in which the
paper has disintegrated.
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“For Christmas | got two Bengali
dictionaries of different types bound in

”

red and blue leather with gold writing. bl
[MFD letter to Mother D 01/12/1966] Ho
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MAKING BAMBOO THINGS

Locals and foreigners alike often disdained the use of
bamboo as being too kacha to use, since it was cheap
and easy to get locally. But for these very reasons, Dan
and | loved using it for our designs whenever possible.

DAN’S CHAIR

Knowing how hard Dan worked at the office, | was
inspired to design Dan a lounge chair like the ones |
knew the British raj used to relax in at the end of a long
hot day. | designed it to have an adjustable back to
allow Dan to put his feet up and recline. To fabricate
the chair, | carefully compared all the small roadside
furniture markets on Mymensingh Road and selected
the one that seemed to have the most well made
samples on view. | gave the shopkeeper my design

and a one-week deadline so as to have the chair ready
for Dan’s birthday. When | checked in on the furniture
mistri a day before the deadline, | was disappointed
and stressed to find he had not started the work.

“No worries,” he told me as | left in distress. And
miraculously the next day, just in time for Dan’s birthday
celebrations, the chair was done, and was perfect.

KATHERINE’S JUNGLE GYM

For Katherine’s second birthday, Dan designed a jungle
gym in the shape of a pyramid made out of bamboo
struts. With the help of our Gang he constructed it in
the vacant lot next to our house. It was a novelty in
Dacca where there were no playgrounds, so it attracted
quite a bit of attention from curious passersby and was
used from time to time by neighborhood kids.
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My chair design for Dan - unintentionally reminiscent of
the British Colonial chairs of the Victorian times.

KATHERINE’S CRIB

Dan designed a crib out of bamboo just in time for
Katherine’s birth. Perhaps it may have been a bit over-
designed because it looked more like a cage than a

crib. In spite of its appearance, it did the job of keeping
Katherine safe and free of mosquitoes.
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MAKING TEAK FURNITURE

TEAK ‘BOXES’

Inspired by my passion for square boxes to solve our
storage needs, Dan embarked on an ambitious project
to make a set of teak ‘boxes’ to serve as elegant
cabinets for us. Dan knew teak was available from
Burma because he had observed teak logs being
unloaded at the Sadarghat docks in the Old City. Dan
carefully selected the logs he wanted to use before
having then sawed into six-foot boards. For the next
year, when Mother D was living with us, he stored the
teak boards under her bed to dry them out so as to be
ready for the carpenters.

While the boards were drying, Dan had time to choose
good kath mistris (carpenters). He remembered
meeting a community of carpenters at a village he
visited when on a Catholic Relief outing with Hugh
Murphy. On that trip, the villagers had given him

a gift of an usual wooden sculpture. It was about

two feet tall, of an aged woman, bent over with her
vertebrae bones carefully carved and a large goiter
protrusion hanging from her neck. We treasured that
sculpture and often wondered if the statue was made
to commemorate the woman'’s cure for her goiter or
was just simply to represent her as she was with all her
ailments. Dan was pleased to have an excuse to go back
to that village to hire two carpenters for his furniture
project.

Dan’s concept for the cabinets was to design them for
easy shipping. So that they could be packed compactly
in a freight container, he made sure all the sides of the
cabinets were flat. Instead of protruding handles he
used hinged, brass handles that folded flat. He had to
order them from Karachi.

As for the design of the cabinets, Dan had lived in Dacca
long enough to know not to risk doing anything new.
Hence he designed the cabinets to use door paneling
type details that he knew the kath mistris were already
skilled at. The end result was handsome indeed. The
simple clean lines of the panels gave the cabinets such
an elegant timeless appearance that they still look
contemporary more than 50 years later.
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THE KATH MISTRIS

Our two kath mistris were both in their sixties (if not
older). Every morning they made the two-hour walk
from their village to arrive at Hafiz Villa before Dan
left for work. Dan would lay out sheets of full sized
templates marking how the boards were to be cut
that day. He would also provide them with detailed
drawings to illustrate how the cabinet should look when
completed. With rudimentary saw and drill, the kath
mistris would work all day on our back veranda. They
did excellent work carefully assembling the cabinetry
together with clean miters and bamboo pegs, never
using nails or screws.

[MFD letter to Aunt Antigone 12/02/1966]
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[MFD letter to CGR 12/13/1966]

“We have three workmen everyday
sawing and sanding. Everything
hand made and pegged (no nails
or screws showing).”

Dan has organized end is supervising the making of a set of

furniture which we can take wherever we gO consisting mostly of

nicely finished teak chests with drawers which can be stacked

or placed singly according to epace, tesk table tops, chairs,

and stools. We have been using cane furniture which we got our

first year and which is giving out 80 we will need furniture

enev if we stay. Although labor is cheap and the tesk costs

nothing like it would cost in the States, it takes time to

decign and supervise. The workmen work in the courtyard (this

is our beautiful season).
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THE FINAL PRODUCT

Dan was loathe to waste any of the good teak wood so
he used the scraps to make miscellaneous accessories
including a set of wooden desk top filing boxes, pencil
holders and wedges of wood to hold up index cards in
the filing boxes. With the extra boards he made a set
of wood shelves that have served us well over the years
because of all the different ways we could use them.

For the last stage of the furniture fabrication, Dan hired
a “labor” to rub all the pieces with boiled linseed oil.

It took the “labor” several weeks to oil all the items,
during which time, he managed to steal some items of
mine including a bra and a necklace. Fortunately, Dan
was able to track the culprit down and retrieve the
stolen items, so the story ended happily.

Allin all, Dan had eighteen cabinets made of varying
sizes and designs: some with drawers, some with
swinging doors, some with sliding panels, some large
some small. Their workmanship matched perfectly
enabling the cabinets (or boxes as we called them)
to be stacked in different combinations with no gaps
or overlaps. This seemed a miracle to us given the
imprecision of the tools they used.
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Dan also had two dining tables and a set of eight chairs
made from the same teak. For the seats and backs of
the chairs, Dan used the hand woven cane, called chai.
The attractive cane weave allowed for airflow, which
made it a perfect choice for the hot climate.

Our teak furniture has become among our most valued
possessions in our family. Just as Dan had initially
envisioned, the teak boxes packed well in the shipping
crates when we moved back to New York. To this day,
living with the teak furniture is like having a part of our
Dacca life with me. | am always pleased when a guest
takes note of the teak furniture; it gives me a chance
to tell them the story of how Dan had them made and
thus give them a glimpse into the joys of our Dacca life.

Sadly, keeping the teak furniture maintained takes at a
lot of care and time. For many years, we scrupulously
kept the brass hardware polished, and a couple of
times we rubbed the furniture with boiled linseed oil
(a very time consuming and messy task). Dan also
taught himself how to reweave the caning in the chair
seats and backs, which had become quite brittle due to
the dryness of New York’s winters. | remember many
evenings in our New York apartment, Dan patiently re-
weaving a chair seat while he watched TV.
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GARDENING

One of Dan’s favorite pass times at home was
gardening. He had an eager ally in his gardening

passions, Mabel Shannon, who lived next door. Mabel
worked for Catholic Relief Services and although she
was in her late sixties, she was one of the few other
memsah’bs like me who liked to use a bike. When he
had free time and access to an office car, Dan would
fetch her to go on a plant-shopping spree. Mabel knew
what flowering plants grew best at a particular season
and what would grow well in Dacca. With Mabel, Dan
would drive around Dacca, looking for attractive plants
that would survive the longest and be the easiest to
care for. Mali, our gardener, however, was happiest

planting edible things and where Dan had instructed Dan relaxing in our front garden

him to put nasturtiums he might find cauliflower or egg
plants instead.

Dan and Mabel also amused themselves looking for
unusual alternatives to the ubiquitous marigolds

and periwinkles that were most often used in Dacca
landscaping. Sometimes they would go to “Farm Gate”,
the government agricultural research center and pick

Mabel Shanon

Dr. Wallich, of the Botanical Gardens (a great
man in botanical history), has given me seven
hundred plants, which would be exotics

“exotic” plants to bring home including sometimes
vegetables, such as asparagus and lettuce, that we

of great value if we were not acting in that
capacity ourselves.”

would never see in the local markets.

[Eden Sister Letters, June 17, 1837]

PAT HILL WRITING ABOUT DACCA GARDENING WOES

“... I have been trying to find out why all malis
plant endless purple flowers. I have counted five
kinds of purple flowers in my bagan. I don’t know
if they love the color -- it looks so teek (sic) in
an orange vase -- or 1f these are just hardy flowers
that can flourish without diligent care. I’m going
to have the little fuchsia pom-pom things torn out
by the roots and burned with ceremony.”

MAKING RUBBINGS

On one of my own forays into The Old City, | visited the
Armenian Church. It lay almost hidden, deep in the
center of the Old City near by to an old Hindu temple.
Although it was not as large as St. Thomas church, it
had more charm. It was surrounded by grave stones
lying flat in the earth. Some of these had fine carvings
of cupid angels that reminded me of the tomb stones
that Dan and | had made rubbings of in Emmy’s village.
When | told Dan about the Armenian church, he came
back with me with paper and black crayons ready to
make rubbings again. They came out so well that we
used them for our Christmas cards that year.
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DESIGNING CLOTHES

Shona Miah, our favorite tailor, looked to be in his
sixties and was so thin that Dan used to say he could
run between raindrops. When he came to work, he
would spread a spotless white sheet on the veranda
floor and perform a prayer before he set his sewing
machine down and his box of threads.

Shona Miah was an expert tailor who could accomplish
miracles of intricate tailoring. One of the more

challenging projects | gave him was a mini-dress |
had designed with a wide zigzagged neck line. The
dress was black on the outside but had a bold, red silk
lining that could be glimpsed at the jagged edge of
the neckline. To this day | marvel at how Shona Miah
achieved the effect.

Over the years, relying on Shona Miah'’s talents, Dan
designed a number of haute couture outfits for me to
wear at formal receptions and parties. These included
harem style pantaloons made from the Thai silk which
| had brought back from Bangkok on my trip there with
Mother D. It had broad stripes of various shades of pale
green and turquoise blue. Out of yards of black chiffon
from Calcutta, Dan designed a full body outfit including
wide pants and extra long wing-like sleeves. The fabric
was so sheer, that he designed special black satin
undergarments for me to wear underneath. Like so
many of Dan’s designs for me, it was quite avant guard.

Shona Miah,
everyone’s favorite
tailor. He was so thin
that we described
him as “The man who
could run between
raindrops” because
he was so thin.

“AMI JANI NA”

Occasionally, our sewing projects went too far for
Shona Miah’s devout Muslim values. When there was
a project that he disapproved of he would frown and
shake his head muttering: “Ami jani na ...” (I don’t
know...). Sometimes he would overcome his scruples
and do the work and occasionally he would completely
refuse. For example, he refused to sew a cloth doll

for Dee Rutherford’s daughter because it seemed too
idolatrous.

Yet another time he overcame his reluctance when Dan
had him make stuffed animals as toys for the Tejgaon
orphanage. After having helped the orphanage during
“The 1965 War” (see chapter 15), Dan felt inspired to
give the kids gifts the following Christmas. | am not
sure where the idea came from, but he decided to
make stuffed mice as toys for them. Shona Miah was
very reluctant about the project, but somehow Dan
convinced him to sew a quantity of cone shaped bodies
for the mice. He then had our servants work in an
assembly line fashion to stuff the mice with soft capoc,
and attach the button noses, button eyes and strings
for tales. We were quite pleased with the design and
thought the mice made cute gifts. But we were sadly
mistaken. When the orphans saw the mice they were
confused and disappointed. Why should they want a
stuffed rodent when other children they saw had real
dolls like the ones they saw in the shops. Hence we
were left with several dozen mice and a good lesson
learned about our misconception of what Bengali
children might like. Perhaps we should have listened to
Shona Miah when he first shook his head and said:

“Ami jani na.”
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“Ami jani na,” Shona Miah would say as he sewed the
ballet tu-tu’s for our Lecture on Swan Lake

The nuns handing out our gift of stuffed rat toys
sewn by Shona Miah to the orphans
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COLLECTING ART

Dan and | took great pleasure in spotting and acquiring
beautiful works of local art, sometimes accidentally
when we were offered something as a gift and
sometimes intentionally when we went out into the
Old City or the countryside seeking treasures. What we
collected, reflected our broad interest in art from the
folk art of the villages and the streets of Dacca to the
highly refined museum quality sculptures of ancient
Indic traditions. | think Dan and | were quite rare in our
ability to recognize beauty in much of the day to day
katcha things of Bengal life, such as the hand-blown
glassware or the rickshaw paintings, that most people
took for granted.

SCULPTURES

Dan realized early on that he should collect sculpture 11th Century baasalt
because he knew that Bengali Muslims considered most stele of the sun god, Surya
sculpture idolatress. He feared that bronze statues in We rescued this statue from its
particular, were being melted down for their metal. On use as a front door step (see

many of our outings, Dan and | with friends made it a Chapter 9 for the full story)

hobby of collecting beautiful statuary since we knew
that the local population had no care for it.

Bronze Shiva-Parvati Miniature

Dan happened to spot a tiny sculpture on the floor
of a village house. When he looked at it closely he
saw that it was a bronze statue of Shiva with his
consort Parvati. Knowing the owners had little
value for this Hindu statuary he was able to buy

it from them. From the intricate detailing of the
artwork he knew immediately that it was probably
made in ancient art of “cire perdu.”

Statue of a beloved local woman (wood)

Dan was given this statue of an old women with a
conspicous goiter as a gift by a village of carpenters
where he was helping to distribute food for a charity.

RICKSHAW PAINTINGS

Whenever | rode a rickshaw, | enjoyed viewing the
flamboyant paintings on the rickshaws around me.
These paintings were done in brightly colored acrylics
on an oblong sheet of metal that hung between the
wheels on the back of the rickshaw. They often showed
scenes from popular movies such as a heroine being
seduced by her hero, WW Il soldiers shooting their
guns, or forlorn lovers gazing at each other across a
village river with swans on it. Regardless of the topic,
these paintings often included in their landscapes
well known landmarks such as the Taj Mahal or
infrastructure such as trains, bridges and/or a PIA
airplane overhead.

Admiring the “mobile” exhibit of these rickshaw
paintings, | thought that perhaps | could commission
one for Dan’s upcoming birthday. When | asked where
the artists lived, | was directed to a crowded narrow
lane in the depths of the Old City where Alauddin, one
of the more popular rickshaw artists, lived. He worked
out of a small room on the ground floor where his best
light came from the open door. Considering most of his
clientele were impoverished rickshaw drivers, he must
have been quite surprised by the sight of me. Here |
was, a foreign memsah’b commissioning a rickshaw
painting as if he was an Artist with a capital ‘A’. In

spite of his shock, he seemed to have no hesitations
about my request, but did seem clueless about what to
charge.

| am quite certain that | was the first person to think

of commissioning rickshaw art for personal display. To
the Bengali’s this art form was too low class to consider
exhibiting in a house and to most foreigners it was

an art form that was taken for granted as merely a
decorative feature. For Dan’s painting, | merely listed
for Alauddin the types of things | hoped he would
include in the picture. The result was so charming that
Dan was thoroughly pleased and we went back for
more. For subsequent paintings, | realized | could be
more specific about what | wanted by providing photos
for Alauddin to work from.
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[MFD letter to CGR 11/13/1960]

Rickshaws “are gaily painted with
cowboys and cowgirls it seems d
have Sunshades that You can d;ain
over you like g carriage. The
costuming is probably the Same

You have seen often the bottom -

half Eastern s
tyle and th
half Western.” € top

PAT HILL WRITING ABOUT DAN AND THE RICKSHAW ARTIST
[Pat Hill letter to MFD, 06/09/196]

I have tried to check your husband. We miss him too, a2nd I drove over this
afternoon again, but he is either asleep or ocut -- if one could just now

the precise moment he could be caught over morning coffee. I did see him a
few times soon after you left. He was truly gallant about the rickshaw artist,
and guided us to the little bohemian studio one morning in s wild rainstorm,
swimming and splashing do'n the alley. The weeks Hugh and Fran were in the
west wing were awfully dreary for him on Siddeshwari. When you write, tell
him we'd love to see him.
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COLLECTING ART cont.
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Our first rickshaw painting

For the first painting | wanted to have a generic rickshaw painting, but with specific elements that | chose. So for
this painting, | provided Alauddin with a list of items that | had seen in other rickshaw paintings that | wanted him
to include in mine, such as a train, the Taj Mahal, swans on a river, and a village house with its typical curved roof.
| then encouraged him to add whatever else he liked, so he added elements such as the soldier admiring a village
woman carrying a water pot and the PIA airplane flying overhead.

30”

Our third rickshaw painting

By the third painting, | was confident enough with Alauddin to commission him to make a rickshaw painting
specifically describing our family home life at Hafiz Villa. For this painting | gave Alauddin a number of photos of us
doing different routine activities around the house. As always, the artist took liberties with his embellishments; for
example, he shows the Mali mowing the lawn with a lawn mower — something we never had or ever saw in Dacca;
he “up-scaled” the simple bamboo lounge chair that | had designed for Dan. He shows four year old Katherine as a
young woman again and he placed me with my spinet on a stage-like platform in the garden. Of course he did not
forget to include the standard PIA airplane flying overhead.

Our second rickshaw painting

For the second painting, | wanted to personalize the scene to my family’s life in Dacca. Thus | requested Alauddin
to include the Chu Chin Chow restaurant (our only foreign restaurant), the "DIT" building (the most modern
architecture in Dacca at the time), and our own house Hafiz Villa with my family standing in front. In this painting,
I especially appreciated the Mughal style attention to detail and the choices the artist made about how to
represent us. Although Katherine must have been only a toddler at the time, she is depicted as a beautiful young
girl. Dan, who was blond haired, is given black hair. | am shown twice in the painting. In the background | am
standing hand in hand with Dan and Katherine. In the foreground, | am shown again, but this time arm in arm with
the owners(?) of Chu Chin Chow. Around us, are scenes (most likely from popular movies) of war, hunting and boat
life, etc. which were all the artist's choice including his tell-tale item, the PIA airplane flying overhead.

Our fourth rickshaw painting - 20 Years Later

In 1993, when | returned to Dhaka to live with Katherine while she was doing Fulbright research there, we decided
to have yet another family portrait rickshaw painting done. For this painting, we had the scene set on our rooftop,
where we spent much of our time so as avoid our one-room apartment below. In the background you can see the
kitchen cum dining shelter that Katherine designed where we spent much of our free time. We gave the artist
photos of each family member doing their most typical activity and let him compose the scene. Hence the ayah is
hanging out the wash, my husband is watering plants, | am on my bicycle, Katherine is at her desk writing and Steve
(her husband) is playing the piano with his tablas at his feet. Steve did in fact practice the tablas on the roof but the
piano, bike and desk were never up there. And as always there is an airplane flying overhead, added by the artist.
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IF YOU WANT TO
LEARN BENGALI
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Jock’s rickshaw painting

For Jock Copland'’s Dacca farewell party | hired Alauddin to make a painting showing Jock’s circle of Dacca friends.
I must have given him photos for each person.

9.2 PROJECTS FOR OTHERS
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TINKERING

Dan used to say he should have been born in the 19th
century because he loved to tinker and invent but living
in Dacca seemed to be just as suitable for his inventive
talents. Both Dan and | appreciated that living in Dacca
gave us access to materials, labor and craftsmanship that
opened a door to unlimited possibilities for what we
could design, make and do. As a result we embarked on
a wide range of different projects including such things as
initiating business endeavors for our Gang, binding our
books in leather, fabricating furniture, designing jewelry
and clothes, and collecting art.

FOOD RELATED BUSINESSES FOR
OUR ‘GANG’

“MANGSHA KHAI, BHALO JAI”

Getting meat for cooking at the standards foreigners
were accustomed was difficult in Dacca in those

days. In this Muslim country, pork was only available
from Hindu and Buddhist vendors who would come
surreptitiously to the back door bearing bloody hunks
of freshly cut pig wrapped in burlap. Beef was available
in the local markets, but it was never in recognizable
cuts that foreigners knew how to cook. Recognizing
the dissatisfaction of most foreigners with these meat
choices, Dan had the brilliant idea to train Cook to run
a butcher/meat delivery business catered to foreigners.
Dan even went so far as to create a catchy logo for the
business: “Mangsha khai, bhalo jai” (“Eat meat, go
well”). To educate Cook on how foreigners preferred
to get their beef, Dan used a book he had brought back
from the US showing all the standard cuts, - such as
“chuck,” “rump,” “ribs,” “shank,” “loin” etc.. Dan also
demonstrated to Cook how to package the meat in
sealed cellophane in the typical American super market
fashion. Dan even designed order forms for Cook with
the company logo “Mangsha khai bhalo jai” printed at
the top. The idea had potential, but sadly after a few
orders Cook quietly resigned from the business.

” u

RUMP
CHUCK RIBS LOIN
ROUND

BRlSKET PLAT FLANK .
SHANK/ SHANK(A

Z,

new in dustrin.
One of our friends made us this card about Dan’s
butcher business

ﬁu.h\. &uf Packovt anl auu,vrarn

BAR-B-Q TRIPOD FOR SALE

Another enterprise Dan initiated for our Gang was
selling door-to-door bar-b-q grills. Like the butcher
business for Cook, Dan saw an opportunity for Mohan
to sell barb-b-q grills to the foreign community that had
a tradition of eating outside with fresh grilled meats (a
la American backyard barb-b-q parties). Dan cleverly
improvised a grill design that could be easily fabricated
from local materials and was light weight enough to be
carried around. To hold the coals, Dan used the typical

metal cement mixing bowl as the main basin of the grill.

It sat in a ring supported by a tripod of three re-bar
legs. A piece of woven metal (typically used for fences)
served as the grill. Dan’s concept was to make the grill
as portable as possible so that Mohan could carry a few
of them as he went from house to house selling them.
Sadly the barb-b-q enterprise went the way of the
butcher business. | doubt Mohan sold more than one
grill. Nevertheless, we knew Dan’s design worked well
because we used it often ourselves for parties and as a
heater in our living room.
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My description of Dan’s effort to get cook set up with a butcher
business catering to the foreign communtiy
[MDF letter to CGR 12/05/1964]
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“Big Man Butcher Co.”

“The cuts are
wrapped in foil and
stored in the freezer
where they take on a
professional shape.”

“Dan thinks it is

the last business
enterprise he is going
to set up for anyone
as they have so little
enterprising spirit on
their own.”
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DAN’S TICKET-SCALPING
ENTERPRISE FOR “NO FACE”

ABOUT “NO FACE”
[Bob Mayers’ Memoirs]

There was only one large movie theatre in crowded downtown Old Dacca and
going to the movies was a true ordeal. Long lines coiled around the block.
For us foreigners there was an added risk: the movies were sometimes dubbed
in Bengali with no English subtitles, but there was no way of knowing this
for sure until the movie started.

We pulled up to the theatre in our tiny blue Citroen 2CY; one of us got out
and stood on line while the others waited in the car. Inevitably, a hideous
spectre appeared on the windshield. This was '"No Face'", a man whose face was
terribly disfigured by leprosy. Where No Face's nose should have been there
were

just two small holes; skin was hanging off his cheeks. No Face knew how
frightening he appeared and would bend over the windshield of foreigners'
cars and hover there until someone gave him a few rupees to move on.

One day, we went to the movies with our friends Mary Frances and Dan Dunham,
who had had years of experience living on the subcontinent. As the 'Head
From Hell' appeared at our windshield Dan got out of the car and had a heart
to heart talk with No Face. Soon, we saw Dan hand No Face a stack of rupees
and get back in the car to wait with the rest of us. Dan explained that he
had told No Face that by begging the way he did he was degrading himself

in front of foreigners and that he could, instead, be in "business'" for
himself and provide a valuable service. An agreement was reached and Dan had
"staked" No Face to the purchase of not four but 20 tickets, which he could
now sell at a nice profit to . foreigners as they pulled up to the theatre.
With part of the profit he could buy more tickets. Dan announced. "No more
lines; no more disgusted screams,; No Face is now our official Dacca Ticket
Scalper". From then on our ticket problem was solved.”

Gulistan Cinama Hall
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Dan’s design
for the Charity
Christmas cards

4
Has not the word come to you that the fower

i reigning in  splendour among  thoms ?
Wake. oh awaken ! Let not the time pass in vain !
Rabindeanath Tagore —— —
An orginal design. by Asn Wood Werkheiser Pakistasl Wooden Toy dmwn by Dasiel Dunham
Proceeds to benefit the Education Fuad of Proceeds to bemebt the Lducation Puad of
e St Thomas' Anglican Catbedral. Dacca, East Pakistan S Thamst' Anglicsn Cathedral, Dacea, Fast Pakistan

_— _—

CHRISTMAS CARDS FOR CHARITY

One year Dan and Ann Werkheiser (wife of the new
minister at St. Thomas church) made a business of
designing and selling Christmas cards to raise money for
a charity. Ann originally designed a card of a stylized
lotus blossom in black and white inspired by a Tagore
poem. When Dan saw it, he came up with the idea of
inviting others to design cards too so that they could
sell a selection of cards for holidays to raise money for
charity. Dan had the printing done at his usual place

in the Old City, because they were accustomed to his
creative projects. The idea was a complete success and
the cards always sold out at pre-Christmas events.

[MFD letter to Aunt Antigone, 12/02/1966]

The enclosed cards explain thems@sves on the back of each.

The werkheisers (young minister and wife ) thought of the idea '

to have lccally designed cards which would be s0ld here and in

the sister Rhode Island parisb. It turned out to be 2 large

undertaking. They sent about 1,000 to Rhode Island and sold

about 5,000 here. Dan helped with designing some of the other

carde ng well as the elephant. It ie very difficult to get

anything done here that requires much fine work and Ann spent
deys at the printers (the same who did our book and are the best) W}\
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DAN’S SOLAR COOKER

As well as the solar hot water heater that Dan had
installed on our roof during our early days in Hafiz Villa,
he amused our staff and guests with his solar cooker
design which he had brought back from New York on
one of our home leaves. The stove was the product of
Dan’s college years when he collaborated with Professor
Duffy to design a solar cooker. Dan figured out a simple
way to enable the reflector to track the sun by hanging
it from a crescent shaped stand. Suspended above

the center of the dish was a metal ring to hold a pot.
Professor Duffy got the solar stove design patented
under both their names, but not until Dan came to
Dacca did he have a chance to put the stove in action.

Dan trained our staff on how to boil a pot of water on
the stove, which usually took about 15 minutes on a
sunny day. He also enjoyed the entertainment the stove
provided for the curious neighbors. For their pleasure,
he would place a piece of newspaper at the focal point
so that he could watch their gasps of surprise when

it burst into flames. In all, Dan brought three solar
stoves to Dacca. We kept one and donated the others
to Catholic Relief Services to be used in the Chittagong
leper colony where there was a constant need to boil
water for bandages and not enough wood for fuel.
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Dan with Cook in our
courtyard using the
solar cooker

Bengali women P - 3
were more '

amused than
eager to stand in
the sun.

Ruplal and Mona demonstrating
Dan'’s solar cooker
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Dan and Hugh Murvhpy
demonstrating the solar
cooker at the Leprosy colony

“Dan has been
distributing

them around the
neighborhood. We
have the people in the
bamboo hut ... using
one quite successfully.
There are always
crowds of curious
Pakistanis gathered
around it.”

[MFD letter to CGR,
04/16/1963]
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How to use the cards

The black side shows the English word with the same word
.. The red side shows the
the sounds in English. The
in be used as a dictionary
four need and choice for

IF YOU WANT

THE BHALO CARDS

IF YOU WANT TO e
LEARN BENGALI tem i oncone w

an spend 10-15 minutes at
ficult to memorize the 200

My own desire to learn Bengali, led me to the idea of
making vocabulary flash cards for public use. | found
that the normal language books failed to provide

a simple yet flexible choice of vocabulary to serve
foreigners during their early adjustment to life in Dacca.
| designed the cards to have Bengali on one side and
English on the other, so that the cards would be useful
to both foreigners learning Bengali and to Bengalis
learning English.

If your native tongue is English and you want to learn Bengali, Il be quicker and easier
these cards are designed to shorten your way to live conversation, ’eriods, starting from the
You can find out the names of many objects by casual enquiry, Xt time the cards you had
but without some supportive vocabulary, you can only try to | t© use. If you only know
make yourself understood as a baby does, by pointing or ' It will be more fun and
repeating one word over and over—louder and louder. In the JRchicardeior booka.pXon
course of daily experience a housewife can learn many household | At OALIC T
nouns, an engineer can learn to identify engineering equipment, F
but, until you can say something about what you can name, you ‘€0 excluded. Nouns which
" are tongue-tied. For the serious student of Bengali, the cards [Pointing, drawing, gesti-
will not replace a proper course of lessons, but will serve as a Er to offer more words of
convenient means of practice outside the classroom. When you | 2ids (2. g try to draw—
can express yourself in “pidgin" Bengali, you are closer to SIS has been given to words
speaking proper Bengali than if you never open your m
These 200 words have been chosen for their broad 1

To limit the vocabulary to a manageable size of 200
cards, | chose only words that | felt were the most
useful. | specifically chose words that were not easy to
express through pantomiming, drawing or by pointing
to something. Thus, lincluded the word “rong,”
meaning color, but not words for specific colors since
these could be pointed to. | made sure to include the
verb “kora” (to do or make), because an infinite number
of phrases could be made with it easily. For example, if
a foreigner wanted his shirt washed, he could say “wash

“Pronunciation Key

koro” while pointing to his shirt and pantomiming the expr.esslng common needs, wishes, and feelings. You wil Read Rhymes with Practice Card No.

action of washing it. “Bhalo,” meaning good, was yet to [oin them with the more specific vocabulary c:.fyour o . —ah Hah!, Mama Dah-kah (Dacca) _

another useful word, which could convey a lot when f.ion to form s'imple eXplana:c'».ry santences : “l need 2. —ee  He, Week, Meet Jah-ee (I go) 64

combined with pantomiming, drawing or pointing. What time will you return? la.m happy to see you ag 3. —ay Play, Day Ah-chay (Is, Exists) 10

Although not in our card set, Dan loved to use this Then, if you use them and practice them, you will be 4, —aw  Paw, Law Aw-neck (Much) 106

word in its negative “bhalo na,” which always amused at least some Bengali, and rapidly learning more. You

the Bengalis since they never used that combination of always be speaking correctly, but you will know the Jc 5. —oh= Oh !; 59,:Go LSRN (eorle) L

words to express disappointment. pressing a thought and being understood, and you will f 6. —oo Boo!, Boot, Loot Too-mee (You) 199
Bengali speaking people, at all levels of education, very v 7. —oy Boy,Toy Shoh-moy (Time) 165

With his favorite printer in the Old City, Dan figured help you untangle your syntax or pronounce your ne' : :: ge:kél.l:_" s:t :k (tO:e)B ;6

out a way to print the cards efficiently. Out of one more correctly. By untieing the tongue and encoura, . ‘.—-9:.:-_.—:-‘%.‘ ) P:(:«L_‘usy) o

sheet of card stock he could get twenty flashcards: practice of functional sentences, a knowledge of the ¢ ' d gi

each two inches square with a Bengali word on one accelerate a mastery of Bengali at an early stage.

side and its English translation on the other. When it 1

came time to collate the cards into individual sets of 36 Adj.

200, Dan found his usual solution for getting help. He

went out to our street corner and hired “labor”. With |

six “labors”, five foreign friends, Wohab and Mali, we Cold

were able to collate the 20,000 cards into 100 sets in

one afternoon! Meanwhile, Dan drafted architecture s W SE I . |

students to the task of designing and building the little A Wl = A 73 Noun

hinged cardboard boxes to hold each set of cards. The B !

result was less attractive than we would have liked, but ‘ 143 Adv.

at least the boxes were sturdy. Some were sold, some L. Al-mee monay kor-ee Help

given away and now more than 50 years later | still have QY 2. Al-mee mon-ay rab-kee

three sets left in tact. @@, Slowly

Ay-kah-nay it
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“LIVING IN DACCA”

“LIVING IN DACCA”

(A SHOPPING AND INFORMATION GUIDE)

L]

Price : Rs. 1000

AVAILABLE

BASIT HOUSE

20 MYMENSINGH ROAD
DACCA

AMINA F
ROAD 24, 301/8
DACC)

“LIVING IN DACCA” — Dacca’s First
Official Guide book. The first edition
of four was published in 1965.

WRITING DACCA'S FIRST GUIDE BOOK

Some time after our success with the “Bhalo Cards,” |
embarked on a very ambitious publishing project with
Pat Hill and Dee Rutherford, to write and compile the
first guide book for Dacca in English. We had so often
been praised for how much we knew about Dacca and
so often asked to lead tours of the city for new arrivals,
that we thought it was high time that Dacca had an
English guide book. This became an on-going project
that lasted almost three years.

However, we envisaged doing more than just listing
landmarks and shopping centers. We included
historical and cultural information in the book as

well. We parceled out each section of the book to
volunteers to cover topics such as Festivals & Holidays,
Transportation, Health, Servants, Cooking, etc. Most of
the writing, however, fell to Pat, Dee and myself. Jim

Walden’s wife, Joan, designed the handsome black and
white cover.

Dan undertook to do all the maps and illustrations,
including a series of black ink sketches of local Dacca
scenery. To do the sketches, Dan would go out early in
the mornings before the city was buzzing with traffic.
But even at those early hours, he couldn’t avoid the
crowds of curious onlookers who would surround him
oblivious to the fact that they were blocking his view.

Dan designed the cover
and book layout

That first edition of our guide book was two years in
the making, including a six month delay for a war time
evacuation to the Philippines, before we were ready

to take it to the printers. Thanks to USAID funding,

we could choose the best printers in town rather than
take chances with the local printers in the Old City. We
were pleased to be able to use locally made paper from
the new Karnafuli mill near Chittagong. Otherwise we
would have had to import it.

It was fascinating for me to see the printing process
which at that time, was still type set requiring each
individual letter to be placed by hand in the molds. Dee
and | made countless trips to Motijheel with sheets

of “galleys” containing our corrections and we would
patiently watch over the printer as he picked out each
letter to be replaced according to our corrections.

The process was tedious and time consuming but we
persevered nevertheless.

In the end, we were pleased with our results. The
book did so well that it was subsequently updated
and published in three more editions, each with the
same cover design, but in a different color. Thanks to
Dee’s father, who worked at the Library of Congress in
Washington DC, our Living in Dacca is fully registered
there with a Dewy Decimal code.

Language 12

you can enquire about and whose works you can send for if they

are not available here.

Rabindranath Thakur (English="Tagore"), poetry, plays, essays,

novels. The Gitanjali and many
English translation in Dacca.

Nazrul Islam, poetry.
Jibanando Das, poetry,

Jasimuddin, poetry, |
Embroidered Quilt is avail:

DACCA

SERVANTS

Nothing takes the drudgery out of housekeeping as effectively asa
good servant, Good servants are available In Dacca. Among (hos;;
who work in foreign households you will find a very wide range .o“
intelligence, education, training: and character ; and you wi
probably have some period of trial and error before yc_m are
satisfied with your staff. The servant-employer relulon;h‘np is 2
yery individual matter ; a servant may be a great success with one'
family, yet fail to fit into another household. There are, however
me useful guidelines that you can follow. -

eneral classifications
ook. An experienced, capable cook will be familiar with western
d and sanitary habits, and you will want to observe his kitchen
rocedures for a few days to determine this. He will do the cooking
d the marketing, may serve at table, but is very unlikely to
an the kitchen floor or empty the garbage. Salary range is cur-
ntly Rs. 110-150 monthly. -
er. He should be responsible for the house and supervise
r servants, except the cook and the ayah, who should ::lc
ctly responsible to the mistress of the house. Tlfe bearer \Iful vy
es at table and takes care of laundry and ironing. Sweepnr'ag':
considered to be one of his duties. It will be very helpful u(w
ks a falr amount of English. Current salary range Rs. 90— 140.
mal. He is a helper, who sweeps, mops, and helps the bealr;;
h general housework. Current salary rangeis Rs. 60—
thly.
. ;he will take care of the children and their clothing. She
Id be familiar with proper sanitary standards, and ;I\'ould know
gh English to communicate with the children's mother-
rent salary range is Rs. 80-150. (Clearly establish, when hiring.
er night baby sitting is included in the salary).

i. He takes care of the garden, opens the gate, cleans the car,
outside sweeping, and may possibly helpin the house, Current
is Rs. 60—90 monthly.

Dan did all the
illustrations for the
guide book.

other works are available in

AREAS AND MAIN ROADS

| to the people individually. Here, first, is an
l'._ttl“lll and traditions for the foreigner's immediate
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CUSTOMS

Foreigners in Dacca will want to know the local customs both in
order not to give offence through unnecessary ignorance and
because customs are interesting in themselves. If you are
newly arrived to this part of the world, to East Pakistan in
i have been given only the scanty information
ncerning the people of this land, you will find
» be courteous will lead you to ask about the
r origins of the social customs you see around
a interest in the philosophy and beliefs which

ed by suggested reading on the basic religious
kistan,

l | i ere the people are eager to learn about foreign
"; 1"[1 ‘.‘ il spitality is an ingrained tradition, it is unneces-
" H

] | ‘." h sbservant, considerate, cautious, and ready to

‘“ 'n visitor to memorize a long list of do’s and
|

1\ l H li urther in avoiding offence and making friends

() |

j‘” attempting solely to follow a code of customs
il | 'ou should always be aware of how your own
lm may seem strange to your Pakistani hosts. The
ncludes the most obvious customs you will
of traditions which you should keep in mind in
l{ ds and desires of your Pakistani hosts and

! religious groups in East Pakistan are described
{xl sstivals and Holidays.

MOTUEE: ) five times daily at certain prescribed times

s long as the worshipper faces Mecca) are a
s not bothered by anyone or anything at this
ot feel youarein the way. You should, however,
; of prayer and make room in crowded places
s. On Fridays, male worshippers attend the
during the midday hours ; shops and offices

r

Dan designed all
the maps
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IVING IN DACCA” cont.

These excerpts describe
the hardships of writing
this guide book

I L\M L._.A iy lu‘—-w M‘M‘»—J

Aot~ .’L‘ \/}LL, exe W\L\3 3 Y'QJA‘*)
is an emu.,bd_g e So‘b.
L-'X i L*é\'“\'*\ L/ M s:,',‘),

T e %ouw-—- fo s
Mok copuh

A’lm—* Vs "“’\ l\\~ )W’ u) b\,\d-—j
[MFD letter to CGR 05/28/1965]
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D letter to Aunt Antigone 12/02/1966]
orking on’ @ gecond edition to
ating the jnformation
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[MF
. We bhave also been W that guide
gnt it would be & matter of up-d

book. We thou
articles &

we find ourselves rewriting the
I think we

nd spedning too

er this

Updating for the
second edition of =~ but

Living In Da
cca pave got a publish

e. The venture is
the

again. However,

take the selling off our pand
£ two ladies (including

much time

time which will
ost completely in the hande ©

now slm
ject) and myseli,

one who originated the pro
put a lot of time

much easier then &

1-rge committee, for three.

[MFD letter to CGR 12/13/1966]
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The stresses of
getting the second
edition printed

[MFD letter to CGR 04/23/1967]
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Dan’s spoof “Guide to New Comers”

“Barly peglatest!on seans premot gervice."

GARDENING

need all of the 30TV A »
. - rn are 3

. EOUPSt
‘e o f JUrSe,

"Gardening in Dacca can be a dress come true,"

THE HOME
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