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To all my friends with whom I shared
the adventures of these years in
Dacca and especially to my husband,
Daniel C. Dunham, who made this
time so meaningful and memorable
with his humor and common sense.

SPECIAL THANKS

There are a number of people | want to especially thank for helping me to transform my eight
Dacca scrapbooks of letters, photos and souvenirs into this set of printed volumes which are
now much easier to share with family, friends and the public. Daisy Aziz, our long time family
friend and descendant of our Dacca landlord, devoted many hours helping on a variety of tasks
including scanning the original scrapbooks and being on call to transliterate Bengali words. Our
friend, Ellen Lohe, spent a good portion of her summer with us patiently proof reading the first
drafts and gave valuable editing comments and advice. To Fatima Terin and Adnan Morshed, |
am gratefull for their appreciation of my family’s Bengali patois as they helped with the Bangla
translations for this latest 2019 edition. I’'m also indebted to my daughter, Katherine Dunham, for
her work with the organization and layout of the contents and her perseverance in getting this
project done over the years that we have worked on this together.

HOW TO READ THIS BOOK

Like a stroll through someone’s house, feel free to browse through this book and read any section here or there
that catches your eye. There is no need to read the book from one end to the other because | have organized the
stories by topics rather than by chronology. By reading bits and pieces of my stories, | hope to provide a glimpse of
our daily life and our practical and creative responses to the everyday life challenges we faced.

These memoirs are organized into five volumes. Volume 1 describes how we settled into our life in Dacca and
how we set up our house and servants. Volume 2 includes a chapter on each member of the family and what our
primary occupations were. Volume 3 talks about our Social and cultural life outside our primary activities and the
many projects we did. Volume 4 describes our travels including our outings, our vacations and our home leaves.
Volume 5, addresses the large-scale hazards we faced during the 1960’s including cyclones, diseases and wars.

BENGALI WORDS

Much of my use of Bengali words throughout these texts may seem incorrect to a native Bengali speaker. However,
this is intentional. | am attempting to represent the playful way Dan and | transformed the language into our own
family patois. For example, to express pluralization of a noun we would simply add an ‘s’ or ‘es’ to the end of it

as is done in English eventhough this is incorrect in Bengali. Hence, when we wanted to say the plural of cat we
said ‘birals’ instead of ‘biral gulo,” and for ‘things’ we said ‘jinishes’ instead of ‘jinish gulo’. Throughout the texts

I have noted with an asterix whenever | use our family patois instead of the correct Bengali form. Furthermore,

my transliteration of the Bengali vowel sounds may also seem atypical because | seek to approximate how the
vowels sound in English. | omit indicating the nasalization of vowels when this occurs, and the retroflexive quality
of certain dental consonants. The “h” following a consonant indicates a concurrent breath sound, as in “bhari”
(b-hah-ree).

PLACE NAMES & SPELLINGS

Names of some cities in India or their spelling changed after Indian Independence in 1947; e.g. Bombay to Mumbai,
Madras to Chenai, Calcutta to Kolkota and Dacca to Dhaka. In the latter two examples the changes represent a
more correct transliteration. Although the British “raj” included outstanding linguists, government practice was
more casual. | generally have chosen to use the names and spellings that were used during the time (1960s) that
we were living in Dacca.

PEOPLE & ABBREVIATIONS

Throughout these pages you will see many names referring to friends, colleagues, and acquaintances some of
which will come up again and again. To learn more about these people, who played a significant role in our Dacca
life, you can refer to the Cast of Characters in the Appendix.

To facilitate the writing | have often used initials in place of our family names:
e DCD is Dan Dunham (my husband)
e MFD is Mary Frances Dunham (myself)
e KDD is Katherine Dunham (our daughter)
e CGRis Charles Raphael (my father)

TEXTS, PHOTOS & IMAGE CREDITS

Most of the photos from the 1960s shown in these volumes are taken by my husband, Dan. The sketches sprinkled
throughout the volumes were either done by Dan or me. The black ink sketches of Dacca scenes were all done

by Dan for the guide book | co-wrote called Living in Dacca. The images of letters, news clippings and other
memorabilia were scanned from my archives of documents collected between 1960 and 1968. | have also included
in these volumes a number of texts from friends such as Pat Hill, Bob Mayers and Peggy Azbill.
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The planner, Patrick Geddes (1854-1932)
in India talking with a client

4
SAH’B IN THE OFFICE
C2d Sfwe *

(SAH’B OFISE)

4.1 DAN AT BERGER
4.2 DAN AT EPUET

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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LOTUIS BERGER, INC.
Qctober 3, 1960

4.1 DAN AT BERGER
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DCD STARTS AT BERGER

When we arrived in Dacca, Dan was surprised to find
out that he might be the only practicing architect in

the country. There was one other foreign architect, a
Scotsman designer working for the government, but

he was more likely to be found enjoying a drink at the
Dacca Club than at the office. There was also a highly
respected Bengali architect, Nazrul Islam, but he was
living abroad. Generally, all design work in the country
was done by engineers. Hence, the field of architecture
was open to Dan; a freshly graduated architect, with
little experience of working in an office, let alone
heading one of his own. During his first weeks, Dan was
faced with the triple task of creating an architectural
studio, while taking over several projects that were
already underway, and starting up several new ones.

Dan had to create his architecture studio from scratch:
no staff, no supplies, no equipment and no furniture.
To start with, he was given a large empty room in the
four story building on Jinnah Avenue where Berger had  Berger Office on Jinnah Avenue, Dacca 1960
their offices. All the desks, drafting space, etc. would

have to be bought or made. In time he was able to get

the room furnished with whatever he could get locally:

namely some drafting tables with stools and a lot of

ashtrays and paper weights (both essential accessories

for any Dacca office).

For much of his time working at Berger, Dan was a one
man team with only a peon or two to sharpen pencils,
run errands and ply him with coffee and cigarettes.
Occasionally Louis Berger would send a foreign architect
to help Dan out for short stints, but for the most part,
Dan was running the only architecture office in the
country single handedly. He must have been quite
successful because by the time his 18-month contract
was up there was enough business in his office to justify
hiring a number of foreign architects to take over. Bob
Boughey was the first to replace Dan and was later
joined by the duo of Bob Mayers and John Schiff from
New York.

Berger brochure with
Dan'’s design for Rajshahi Dhesigmer, |
University on the cover

BE
RGER ENGINEERS . PAKISTAN

Archifees . Esipinerr
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Dan’s Berger employment summarizing the
conditions of his contract. His official start
date was Oct. 1, 1960.

oot -

¥

g

CONSULTING ENGINEERS

Hall Btdg, 2nd & Locirst S, Huerisburg, Pa.
Tel: Cedar 59473

FILE NO.

LOTIS BERGER, INC.
Qctober 3, 1960

Mr. Daniel Dunharmn
520 Kasat 86th Street
New York 2&, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Dunbam:

‘This lfatter will confirm your employment by vur vverseas division, Louis Berper SA
A.rchlt‘ccts-Enginecrs, 8 rue de Neuchatel, Geneva, Switzerland. Your em lcl»B -
ment will commence QOctober lst, 19460 and your first assignment will be to c}: !

office in Dacca, East Pakistan at 12 Jinnah Avenue, -

{1} Your starting salary will be $7000. per annum plug a housing
supplement of $1600, per annum, '

{2) The salary and supplement wiil be paid or deposited monthly
at whatever location or bank ¥ou may instruct this office in writing,

{3} A round trip transportation for yourself is furnished io you at
our cxpense, In addition you will be allowed & days travelling time
plus $20. 00 per diern while in a travel status enrouie to Dacca and .
the same pariod of time and per diem on your relurn to the States

at the expiration of your assiynment.

{4} You may arrange for your convenience to hegin your trip at an
earlier date in arder Lo travel at 2 more leisurely pace and make
stop-overs enroute, in which case we assume that you will take care

of yuudx hotel and subsistence expense during this supplemental transit
period.

L'ikewise On your return to the States yow may take as much transit
time beyond the 5 days as You may desire on your own time or on
annual leave tme thal may be accryed.

{5} You will be allowed a forinmal period of 2 weeks® annual leave

Per annum while you are assigned to the Dacca Office, However
architectural work froquently reguires odd hourg and schedules a’.nd
for that reason it should be possible for you to arrange other informal
periods of leave by agreement with the office manager,
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DAN'’S FIRST DAYS AT WORK

“Dan can not keep up with the Pakistan time limits
and tastes (extravagant) and so is still working a 7
day week ...”

“The air condiitioners arrived after sitting in
customs for six months, and after the two weeks it
will take to instal them, things will be better.”

[MFD letter to CGR, 09/01/1961]
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The paperweights in Dacca were especially
beautiful — made from blown glass with
colorful flower patterns inside. | will
always associate them with Dan’s office
during the hot season when the fans were
on full power and the paperweights were
needed everywhere to keep drawings from
blowing away.

 Pakistani assoclates in Dacca thought
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CREATING A WORK SPACE

In these letters | described Dan’s challenging work
conditions: the lack of skilled staff, equipment etc.

MEFD letter to Hugh Jones, Fall 1961 . S
AV BLIAGL & &AM WEid WA Y WYOL WilLpid AOS WORWA G W ‘ tegt' °ff1‘
eanvhile, at the office, Dan struggles hereically setting up an an archit
almnmd sinzie handed in a ;tranga country, Berger §s an engine , erin, gdfim :glez‘br;?:hes
all over the werld, in€luding Geneva and Frankfert, and under-developed coun .uld
ate ) if they opened an architect's aiffiee a:-ther c:he
‘ ; ) build deal as p
: racts since the government is imtending to build a great de re of
ﬁﬁ% Year plan, Berger had promised to wend another architect witl;tnm b;:lt:l:e
soon realized he wouldn't until he felt he had encugh centracts to make it wort . e
Setting up an office meant hiring darftamen in a eountry where there was no archi ectural
no proper equipment, no properly informed ‘
riod of trying to secure
to help him get anything together, After an anxious pe.
z::::z:tsefmmpa buriaucratico goverrment proverbially slew at dedmm,l'n a::d ei‘ p]:rln,
at being a big business vhen he really felt he eouldn't pessibly do all - ::o g
he sould, he finally got seme good contracts, too big of course, and he has e
the work it would take a fully staffed ond wﬂhel-gqugieg: Nov York affice to do in el
months in twe, He moans and gronas wvithall t ra . ed’ - Sgbus e
' tiem to ervise, but the Pakistani seem very pleased So .
?hg::!;ltﬁd professorsmguarter; for a University in a far off town where a Fulbrigl;t
student is said to have gone mad, He thinks he will be desing the whole new University
there, Now he is working on a new railroad station for Dacca and a surrounding g
neityt for 5,000, The conmtracters dreams of what they want and Vha:.ai they h:eatheymean{t
ablw te pay are ludicrously far apart and Dan spe?dl mch timt e;i ng hew _
afford to be lavish when there are so many essential they don't have, P
Sometimes we have been discouraged by it all, but we still are enjoying it really.
Ve have an excellent cook and his son does the cleaning, not wnsupervised of wurs;;n
The cook is really the only skilled labor we have found and he is devoted, Our aft?
even without the wall is pleasant and we eat most of our meals on the back veranda or

training, hence no qualified draftsmen,

[MFD letter to Brearley friends 1961 ]

Our first two months we were put up in The hotel (Shabagh) while i

:.lng egg; wg ef‘:g‘cing up an arciitectural office, to be :.g ;:tmio:etioziidsimze:mse
= ""Uso : By a Paldstam: éngineeﬁ.ng firm in partenership witch Berger of

. .? SAo Dan had expected starting anm office to be difficult but he badh't counted
on finding iﬁmself in ¢ seemingly modern city destitute of drafisien, trained personel
the simplest drawing equipzent, and clients with any architectural understandin beyon(’i
thedr wiches fqr prominent modern buildings costing nothing, Now he has an ofﬁie
;'!ﬁ.s;h looks like it ihg‘uld be operating smoothly with seeuingly equipped drafting

@ shaml two shifts of seemingly qualified draftsmen, two shifts wAtlin the hours of
8 ]i}: uéio M, aw few machines painfilly wrenched fim customs, and "bearers' not only
g ; ‘p&?v '3 pencils neatly but learning English letters whea they have nothing to do

encath all this exists the ssme struggies he has had since the beginning with 1;inin
fo the wimaginative, teaehing the uwntrained, and correcting over and over agaiﬁhe
;:lpgoseﬂy trained help, Until Christmas Dan bhsd to make ils office known to the
Pa stm} goverrment, the only people building, and had to advertise services only
%arge we;.}_j-eqmipped I‘E?Y. office could perforu, After Chwistmas the govertment finz.];
:?g,m mkin; up its mind eind contracts too thick and fast began to coise 111: In m’de:‘at‘”v
to %&titn% m;z;ey alloted 1or bullding wdor the new Five Year Flan dorner stomes had
mmtls, o ho s the o £ s aeristy Dadings Colleges, Libraries in tuy

1o Now he hag the ney ra & oit ant a swrownding colony for 5,000 to do

Novenber, He mnst hawd in drawings he iasu't had time t & g g
he hogn't hed time to change (toilets nust it face oﬁcn p, s ac:lceptwllmitgtions
that whatever he does will ba(bettez‘ than wg‘;t ;x;zwbz:icgs)}e:i flfi:d;?ly Cialit .
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DACCA BERGER OFFICE
[Bob Mayers’ Memoirs]

“our office was on the second floor of a plain three story loft building

on Motijheel, Dacca’s main business street. The downtown had mostly low
buildings but there were a few structures that went to five or six stories.
...... Our building was approached by a few stones someone had laid in the mud
to make a crude path to the entry. In the dry season the mud was replaced
by billowing dust that covered everything.

§
g

§

Wwhen I climbed the office stairs I entered a huge bright white space with
large wooden framed windows. The drafting tables were made of plywood
covered with thin plastic, supported on wooden “horses”. Fans hung

from the concrete ceiling but had mostly been replaced by window air-—
conditioning units. Electrical wiring snaked along the wall surfaces.

on this, my first day at the office I was looking forward to meeting my
predecessor as Chief Architect, Bob Boughey who was to overlap with me
for a few days and give me & thorough “orientation” on how architects
functioned in East Pakistan.

A typical 19th century office
space in South Asia

_ Hgis total store of advice consisted of these statements: “You’re the
boss; you can do anything you want. If the Pakistani partners object

to any of your design work just say you must do it this way ‘for

E = architectonic reasons’ and they’ll say OK. Anything you don’t understand
Berger Office, Dacca 1965 (Bob Mayers in the center) just chalk it up to the “Mysterious East”. And he left to pack his bags.

I met my male secretary, Golam Rob Khan who introduced me to the Pakistani
architect assistant, to senior engineers and to our draftsmen, all of
whom were dressed in clean white open-collar shirts,; some were wearing
jackets. These were to become our friends and I still remember many of
their names and nicknames: Makbul Hussain; Farid Ahmed,; “Baby”, Khursid
Alam (“Horseshit”) and others. I learned that a couple of years ago each
draftsman had had his own personal “pearer” who sat on a stool next to
his drafting table and served him tea and sharpened his pencils. Now, the
entire office had only a few bearers and our man was to be Shamshul Hag ...
I noticed that the pakistani engineers and draftsmen looked very well-
‘ L itects, mo proper fed while the bearers a?d sweeper; were quite thin énd”shapbily dressed.
where there are no skilled draftsmen< n? native @ s h; was unknown T learned that everyone’s salary included lunch chits” which they could

i t, and where contract were difficult FO secure a . take to a local restaurant and exchange for a meal; that the lunches
equipments d architects are making lower bids than Berger can compe € bought by engineers’ chits included curried meats and rice; the bearers
s £ recruiting what there was in drattsmen and sweepers got no meat. I soon realized that Muslim Pakistan had adopted
and getting known he now has about eight and adapted the Indian caste system put that here it was not called

] his own desks and files, : . ' . |
Moeke goi d contracts which 2 fully staffed and “wecaste”. You were born 1n a certain level of society and remained there

k oing twelve hours a day an . ' .
iZii;pZd mgdern office could never carry out 1n the dza@izgesssiz.gOT e e e e, omn in 2 o
t building

standards are lower here but Dan still doesn’t wan o eh time Sust

up with too many mistakes incorporated-' He @as oper He did a hostel

training his help and much time cgrrec?lng'mlstakzs.k e try where a

and professor’s quarters for @ Uzzverizii égmzhiniinsity would now like

. ; i one mad.

iiibiéggz iiesi;itthhiZZii new buildings gn a government ZOZZ§iZZAd e answer ?o Berger’s Pakistagi partner Makbular 3ahman agd hi; pother—ip—

i ntl designing a new railroad station for Dacca an law engineer Sanaullah Sheikh. In Dacca we designed universities, office

1s'cuire Y 5 000 ” buildings, schools, houses and market places. our clients were private

“city” to house =v o and governmental. e even had to travel across India to work on some jobs
in Rawalpindi and Islamabad, West Pakistan. We came to love the freedom
and responsibility, the work, the place and the people; but was it ever
strange.”

The challenges of setting up a new architectural practice
(perhaps the first in the country)

[MFD letter to Elizabeth, 04/18/1961]

t to help would be

1 hat another architec :
w, .. Howevery, Berger promlsed t ) Dan P i

ur shortly and he 1s still delaying consequent

en long hours, to do the impossible —~ set up an office

seven days & week,

and unqualifi
with. But after two months ©

In a short time John Schiff arrived and we settled into the office and got
some really exciting projects to work on. The scale of these jobs was

way beyond anything we would have encountered at this early stage of our
careers back home. John and I ran the architectural office and only had to
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STAFFING THE OFFICE

ve
Letter from Rob to me when | 4 ltns. Hep I wm&& wi
was on leave in New York. He lhose, M*l bess leased & a‘k
asks me to bring back a tape wa amd e QAL E mont Ticd
recorder for him which was a L . Sk famn.
common request among our - wre el ™

Bengali friends.

ROB GOLAM KHAN

Golam Rob Khan, “Rob,” as we all knew him, was an
outstanding Bengali member of Dan’s team at Berger.
He came from a middle class family and with a “matric
pass” education. |don’t know how he was hired to
work in the Berger office, but he was a resourceful
person who seemed to have been there since the
beginning and was especially helpful to Dan in setting
up the architectural studio.

Shortly after Dan joined the office, Rob started to
attend a class at the Alliance Frangaise in his free
time. It wasn’t long after that he was practicing his
French phrases on me. By the time we left Dacca in
1967, he was proficient enough to gain an office job at
the French consulate and later at the French bank in
Motijheel. Whenever he wrote to me, his letters were
in French.

Rob Golam Khan

Zahiruddin & DCD

MOTSUDI

Another Berger office member who was most helpful to
Dan was Motsudi. He spent his childhood in Pondicheri
where he became fluent in French. Perhaps it was
Motsudi who inspired Rob to learn French. Motsudi
could write fluently in three languages and was
invaluable in running the Berger office. However, sadly
for the Berger office Motsudi left to move to India when
he finally obtained the visa. We only knew him those
first two years and lost touch with him since.

Ansanullah Sheikh Motsudi

Lova
fossible om yowh Mmrmﬁuhn%
foo e, gy un Q{m&m“

BOB’S INTERVIEW WITH DAN

[Bob Mayers’ Memoirs]

“one day we drove into the c1ti tzaZe
winterviewed” by Dan Dunham, who °
worked as Chief Architect for BeriOOk
in E. Pakistan years before. Danfor

us to Larre’s French Restaurant o
Junch. Dan asked us only one qusr 2 5
wIn East Pakistan you’ll havg o
what would you do 1f you

o which each guest
to help serve
to an argument
s running

servants.
were at a party t
has brought his beare;
and your bearer gets 1n
with another servant agd came
out of the kitchen.on ﬁii? Dgi i,
r, “I’d put him out--. )
igiZ?Ii do very well in Dacca.” izz
of interview. Later on,.Dan ran e
Ford rFoundation’s work 1n Dacc§ adl
calcutta and we became very frlens v
with him and his wife Mary France in
Dan often met with Mother iﬁiriiighest
and said she was ] £
;Zizgztie ever had to negotiate with.

BOB MAYERS & JOHN SCHIFF

Within a year moving to Dacca, Lou Berger hired two
more American architects, Bob and John to join Dan.
They were already design partners and had been
working in New York. From his initial meeetings with
them both Dan appreciated that they clearly had the
sense of humor and wider outlook on life that were
essential to coping with the daily challenges of working
in Dacca. They both lived up to his expectations and
stayed with Berger in Dacca until they were compelled
to make an abrupt departure with the start of the 1965
Indo-Pak War.

F

Bob Mayers John Schiff
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Bob was entertained by his interview with
Dan when he applied for the position in
Berger’s Dacca office.

Revoite e =
ChrAmE

Wotke 1w Pene
PLEFERABLE ’WZ WE

FEM M Wiy

BOB BOUGHEY

Lou Berger hired Bob Boughey to take over Dan’s
projects when Dan decided to leave the firm to teach.
Among other projects Bob oversaw the completion
of Dan’s concept for the Kamalapur Railway station
one of Dacca’s landmarks to this day. During his

time in Dacca, Bob married Farida Masjid, who later
during the Bangladesh war of Liberation lobbied with
me in Washington DC in support of Bangladesh’s
independence.

Kaiser



12 | Partll: OUR DAYS

SHAMSUL HAQ
(Everyone’s favorite peon)

Dan had something that architects at home would
envy. He had a peon, a clerk to address his every need.
Theoneasﬁgnedtohhn,ShanmuIHaq,ﬂnneéout

to be a godsend. He was a young man, with little or
no formal education, but bright and eager to please..
One of Shamsul’s main tasks was to keep Dan’s pencils
sharp. This he did faithfully by using a razor blade and
sand paper. Perhaps best of all, Shamsul knew how to
keep Dan supplied with ‘Captain’ cigarettes and instant
Nescafe coffee.

Shamsul had a special place in my heart too, because he
loved to show off to me his English. He would.always
greet me by reciting a verse that went something i
like: “Forward ! Forward! And not a step backwgrd!,
perhaps the line from a Victorian poem taught in good
British fashion at his primary school.

A letter from Shamsul to me asking for
a transistor radio (a common request
among Bengalis of foreigners)
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THE STORY OF HOW SHAMSUL HOQ GOT PROMOTE TO DRAFTSMAN FROM P

[Bob Mayers’ Memoirs p.1]

“The young man who served as

w fer//
[ [ Shamshul was a "“go p
dy in the office.
to please everybo
whose only goal was

[ 1 Ha
“pearer” for our architectural office was Shamshu q,

in

4 _y
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€ ealle(i Zle “ O] ;ets . Slla Hs]lul was a very pleasallt man. He Spoke ellough pOOI El]gllsjl

for us to Zeal IAC a @ (@] 1 (_7()()(] ense ol 1moz Ever one 1n the ()fflce llked
t])'l t h als ad a S . y

Shamshul.

One night,

drafting table.
and when we entered we found Shamshul bent over a
the drafting room

[ iced a light on in
d T went to the office to pick up something. We noti
John an

As

soon as we elllele(i S}lalnsllll Hnlped Ol Ille S ()()Z and 1)ega11 ner V()llsly alrallglllg thlllgs
2 t
1N h Of ce@ we Ieallzed that Shalllshul was Khe_te every lllgjlt/ tj)at J)e actuall'y Slept
the f .

in the drafting room under one of the tables.

ed tone he said,
d Sh hul what he was doing and in a very meek embarrass
wWe aske ams

“Sahibs, please excuse,

i hope
a plan which we ' : :
We started with his first assignment:

matchbox and we left.

I tIE/ dIanHg.' JOJIH and I were tOUC}led by tjlls alld Hlade out
to dla“ a planl

sections and elevations of a
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THE STORY OF HOW SHAMSUL HOQ GOT PROMOTE TO DRAFTSMAN FROM PEON
[Bob Mayers’ Memoirs p.2]

Berger’s Dacca office was divided in two sections: Architecture and
Engineering, which had little to do with each other. The Engineering
department mostly had large internationally funded work: roads, dams, bridges
and river projects and was paid in dollars. Our Architectural department did
mostly local projects and was paid in rupees. The head of the Engineering

department had left several; weeks ago and a new man was due to arrive from
the States in a few days.

said, “I’11 be re-organizing the engineering office for a large river project
and will need some help from you guys. Specifically, I’11 need your best
draftsman to get us broperly started.” T replied, “But, we’re very busy right
now and we don’t have anyone to spare.” Stanley Kowalski wouldn’t take no for
an answer and said, “Well, you’ll Jjust have to,; we earn dollars and you earn
rupees and which do you think is more important to the firm?”

A few days later I met Kowalski on the office Steps. He said, “I’1] need

that draftsman in a few days; get your best man ready for me”. I went up to
the drafting room and had a chat with Shamshul Haq. His drawing lessons had
progressed to the point where he could actually make a fairly decent drawing
of a matchbox and T figured that would just have to satisfy the professional
needs of the Chief Engineer. At first, Shamshul was terribly frightened of my
proposal. “But, Sahib, other draftsmen not understand; Shamshul is bearer, not
draftsman; not same thing”. “Shamshul”, T explained, “There is a big shortage
of draftsmen in Dacca now,; none available to hire; Mr. Kowalski needs you,; not
to worry. Schiff Sahib and I will take care of everything”.

with our plan. we cleared off a drafting table and installed Shamshul Haqg at
1t. Days passed as Shamshul sat at the table moving the pencil around, drawing
endless versions of his matchbox. The draftsmen kept up their work but were
frequently seen giggling and whispering with each other.

Monday morning arrived and with it Mr Stanley Kowalski, Chief Engineer burst
into our office, announcing, “Where is he? I need your top draftsman now.” T
bleaded, “But, Stan, we’re Up against a deadline and can’t spare him right
now.” He replied, “"Sorry, about that but there’s a real crunch on this river
project and I cleared it with the home office.” So, reluctantly we had to let
Shamshul go up to Engineering. As he got off his stool and collected his
T-square, triangles and pencils, I noticed the draftsmen bent over their
tables, hiding their faces in their hands. Stanley Kowalski said to Shamshul,
“Let’s go,” and turning to me added, “I’11 need two more of your guys in q
week or two” and then walked out the door with our prize worker.

- More days passed as we waited for Kowalski to come down to pick up the
other draftsmen. But he didn’t show. Then, a week or two later we met him at
another lawn party. “Stanley”, T said, “When are you coming to get the other
draftsmen?” “Are you kidding”, he replied, “If that’s your BEST draftsman
thank you very much but I’11 train my own”...~
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THE CHALLENGES OF THE JOB

LACK OF SUPPLIES

There was a government ban on all imported

goods, from refrigerators down to radios and pencil
sharpeners. So Dan soon found he had to rely on a
peon’s labor as a substitute for unavailable equipment.
Instead of a pencil sharpener, a peon would sharpen
the pencil with a razor blade. Making copies of plans
required a peon to make trips back and forth to the
cyclostyle shop (usually accompanied by Dan to make
sure the prints weren’t upside down or reversed).
Without an intercom system, peons ran messages back
and forth whenever Dan needed to communicate with
Berger staff on other floors.

Dan learned where to find the best paper available
and to make do with the local drafting tools that the
engineers used. He often asked if a scale, or T-square
was “paowa jai?” (available) at the market. Instead
of using staplers, Dan learned to use the local system
of holding papers together with straight pins. Even
quality paper was unavailable locally until the dam at
Karnaphuli was completed two years later and a paper
mill installed. It was no wonder why Dan worked so
many long hours at the office, given the harsh project
deadlines and his severe lack of resources and help.

INTERRUPTIONS FOR PRAYER

One day, early on in Dan’s office life, he was surprised
when Shamsul, his peon, vanished just when Dan
needed a sharp pencil, but Shamsul was not far off. He
was saying his prayers on his small prayer rug beside
Dan’s desk. Friday mornings, Dan learned to expect
most of the office staff to be out because that was their
time for Jummah, the special Friday Prayer at a mosque.
In time, Dan became accustomed to these religious
interruptions as part of the general work routine.
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DIFFICULTIES OF WORK TRAVEL

Traveling to work sites around East Pakistan always
proved a challenge and often an adventure because
of the constantly changing deltaic geography of the
country. The entire region of East Bengal is dominated
by the Ganges delta as it spreads out into the Bay of
Bengal. Thus the country is riddled with an infinite
number of ever-changing tributaries, crisscrossing its
landscape. The numerous ferry crossings combined
with the bad conditions of the roadway always made
travel difficult.

Train travel in general was arduous and time consuming.
Bridges were few because concrete was expensive and
rivers kept changing course. Often ferries were used
instead of bridges to traverse the rivers. This meant
that at every river crossing, train passengers would be
disembarked and ferried to the other side to board
another train for continuing on. Even cars and trucks
would be ferried on jerry-rigged floating platforms held
up precariously on steel barrels.

The first time Dan went to Rajshahi for his University
project was a harrowing experience by sea plane. It
was during our first week in the country, in the height
of monsoon season. The river was high and turbulent
causing Dan’s pilot a hairy landing in the rapid river
currents. The pilot had trouble stabilizing the plane
while Dan disembarked with his fragile architecture
model in hand. In spite of the risks of that first trip, Dan
still preferred traveling to Rajshahi by plane (rather than
by road or rail) as the faster more reliable option.

The closest airport to Rajshahi was a former military air
base at Ishurdi, consisting of a one room office shack
next to a runway. The runway was made of metal strips,
a vestige of its days as a World War Il landing field for
the Indian air force warding off Japanese invasions from
Burma. From Ishurdi, Dan and the other passengers
would still have another half day’s journey by train to
Rajshahi. Getting to the train from the plane often
proved an adventure in itself, as there was no actual
train station near the airport. Passengers would have
to make their way through paddy fields to the rail line
where they would wave down the train to stop.

Dan'’s office peons kept
him supplied with local

Dan boarding the plane at Ishurdi

DRAWING THE SNAKE ON THE BOX

Typically Dan would make the trip to Rajshahi with an
architectural model and rolls of drawings. The first time
he traveled by plane, an inspector damaged his model
when he insisted on opening the box it was carried in.
Ever since that experience, Dan would sketch a picture
of a snake on the box cover, which worked successfully
to prevent curious inspectors from looking inside.
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A typical propeller airplane at Ishurdi runway

THE STORY OF THE ILL-FITTING PANTS

Once during one of my father’s visits, | accidentally
packed a pair of my father’s pants in Dan’s suitcase
when he was getting ready for a work trip to Rajshahi.
My father was short and stout and Dan was tall and
thin, so the mistake must have been quite obvious
when Dan put the pants on for his journey home.
Nevertheless, having no other clean pants to wear

and time being short, Dan had no choice but to wear
the ill-fitting pants. Unfortunately, Dan’s train was
late. He had to make a mad dash from the Ishurdi train
stop to catch his plane as he saw it preparing for take
off. He must have made quite a spectacle holding my
father’s loose pants up with one hand while desperately
waving his brief case with the other to catch the pilot’s

attention.
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DAN’S BERGER PROJECTS

The time that Dan worked at Berger was hectic and
all-consuming. Under the best of conditions, any one
of his large-scale projects would have been enough to
occupy a full team of designers, yet Dan faced these
challenges almost single handedly working around the

During that year he worked on a number of government
projects, which were part of a political agenda to bring
equal attention to both “wings” of Pakistan. So, if West
Pakistan got a new university then East Pakistan would
get one too. And if West Pakistan got a new capital,

clock. Islamabad, designed by the Greek architect, Doxiades,
then East Pakistan would get a new one too, called “The
Second Capital,” and to be designed by the American
architect, Louis Kahn. Three of the projects that Dan
inherited were for new universities and academic
institutions: Rajshahi University master plan and
buildings, Mymensingh Agricultural College buildings,
and a Barisal Medical College building.
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Locations of Dan’s Berger projects

DANIEL C. DUNHAM
Bengal Work
1960 - 1971

chief Architect, Berger Engineers Ltd.
Dacca, East Pakistan

1960 - 1961 - 1962

The buildings illustrated in thlg

section were designed in the off}ce

T established for a private.Ameylcan
architectural-engineering flgm in
cooperation with a local eng}neerlng
company . ‘Throughout the pE?lOd I

was assisted by locally trained en- .
gineers, in the final year by expa?rlot
draftsmen and an architectural assistant.

construction was for the most.part done
by government executing agencles. .Arch-
itectural and engineering supervision
were provided by the office staff.

Major projects are listed below.

Rajshahi University
Master Plan
Library
student Center ‘
Faculty and Student Hous1ing

Hospital

Mymensingh University
Master Plan
vice-Chancellor's House
cuest House -
Faculty and Student Housing

East Bengal Railways . '
Railway Office Building
Layout for Railway Workers Colony

Railway Station

Three Colleges
Master Plans ) :
Adim. and Classroom Bullﬁlngs
Faculty and Student Housing

cooperative Department ; ;
cooperative Bank Building
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Dan’s Dacca projects as
listed in his port folio

During the early 1960's the govern-
ment of Pakistan embarked on an
ambitious program of university
building. Four new campuses were
created in widely separated regions
of the province.

Large rural sites were chosen and
space and building standards laid
down by the education department.

In spite of these regulations the
individual vice-chancellors had
considerable authority over the
construction of their institutions.
They in turn gave considerable leeway
to the architects who were chosen

to design them.

Housing was required for 2500 students
on each campus as well as for the
entire faculty, staff and their
dependents. They were housed in
adjacent but strictly segregated
areas, in quarters whose size and

cost was determined by the Govt.

The projects illustrated in
this volume are in rough
chronological order. They
are ddvided into sections
corresponding to employers.
Each section is prefaced by
a general note. Short des-
criptions of the projects
are included.
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MYMENSINGH AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE

CHAPTER 4: SAH’B AT THE OFFICE | 19

College Dormitories

Before Dan started work on the Mymensingh project,
there were a number of buildings already standing
designed by the prestigious American architect,
Tigerman, including a dormitory which displayed
handsome exposed brick fagades rather than the
usual white-washed stucco. Dan’s job was to design
additional buildings for the college including a
dormitory, a house for the Vice Chancellor, faculty
housing and a guest house.

. T P e g —

Unique roof design by DCD  Mess hall kitchen

The Vice-Chancellor’s House

Designing a house for the Vice-Chancellor (VC) of the
college proved a trying experience for Dan. The VC kept
demanding “something a little larger” at each meeting.
Gradually, Dan met his demands concerning size and
the final building proved comfortable and elegant. Dan
situated the building to take advantage of the views to
the large river that flowed nearby. Years later in 2003,
when | returned to Bangladesh to photograph Dan’s
buildings, | was pleased to hear from the current VC
how much he enjoyed and appreciated the house.

VC house verandah

VC house entrance

The Guest House

Instead of lining up guest rooms along a veranda as
was traditionally done in guest houses in that area,
Dan used a courtyard format instead. He grouped the
bedrooms around an open atrium with a pool in the
middle, Pompeian style. He also introduced a unique
roof design, which allowed each room to catch the
prevailing breezes. His design for the kitchen was also
unique. Instead of placing it apart from the house, as
was usually done (so as to keep the smoke and cooking
smells away from the house), he placed it adjacent to
the dining room where it was most convenient. He
designed a special roof for the kitchen that exhausted
the smoke and smells upward and out, so that they
didn’t drift into the house.

“Doesn’t the sun set in the east?”

One day, the Berger office received a frantic telegram
from the contractor in charge of the building of a
dormitory designed by Dan during his first week in the
country. The contractor intimated that if the building
continued in its construction, it would soon enter the
river that flowed along one edge of the college land.
Dan was dispatched by car for the long day’s drive to
Mymensingh, carrying copies of the design drawings.
When he reached the construction site and compared
what was built to what was on paper, he realized that
the contractor had been referring to the drawings upside
down! West was east and north was south. No wonder
the building was heading into the river. Construction
was halted and Dan had to improvise a redesign on the
spot to solve the problem. Later on, when traveling in
India, Dan and | were pleased to find out that a similar
mistake was made when the Taj Hotel was constructed
in Bombay. Hence, to this day, the windows intended
to face the ocean are on the opposite side of the hotel
where they face the city instead.
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DAN’S BERGER PROJECTS cont.

RAJSHAHI UNIVERISTY

e e

University Main Library

Master Plan & Buildings

One of Dan’s first assignments was to re-design the
master plan for Rajshahi University. It was to be one of
the largest universities for East Pakistan. In addition to
the over all planning, he was also put in charge of the
design of a number of significant buildings, including
the university library, medical center, canteen and a
dormitory.

SANGSHAD BHABAN, DACCA
|

Dan’s master plan for K
the university e 3 = -
fam i .}a

e HASTEEPLANW Fom  mAsEMAki  UNIVERSITY b

BARISAL COLLEGE

W‘F’

KAMALAPUR RAILWAY STATION, DACCA

Dan’s last project at Berger

Perhaps Dan'’s favorite project was his design for the
Dacca Kamalapur Railway Station. He continued to
advise on this project even after he left Berger’s office.
Because the design was still on-going, he wanted to
help see it through. Like so many of his other projects
at Berger, he introduced a new concept for the design
of the station, one that was based on conditions and
needs rather than on referring to past railway station
designs. So, instead of the usual enclosed structure,
such as Victoria Station in Bombay, or Calcutta’s Howrah
Station, he created a completely open design with

no exterior walls. His concept was to create a vast
canopied structure held up by a grid of tall columns.
This type of construction using thin concrete shells was
a technique that Dan had specialized in while studying
architecture at Harvard. The railway station was an
ideal project on which to introduce this technique

to Dacca. The design worked very well because it
allowed for maximum natural ventilation to keep the
station area cool during the hottest months, while also
providing protection from the heavy rains during the
monsoon season. All the offices and ticketing functions
were accommodated in two-story enclosed spaces that
were placed like boxes freely among the columns. Dan
enjoyed bragging that the Kamalapur station was one
of the largest railway stations in Asia. If one counted
the length of its long platforms and adjoining railway
staff quarters, the station structures stretched out over
a mile.
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Dan'’s frustrations with the design of the Mymensingh VC’s house
were not new, as can be seen in this cartoon from 100 years earlier.
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DAN’S DEPARTURE FROM BERGER

Letters between Dan and Louis Berger
regarding Dan’s departure from the
company to teach at the University of
Pakistan (EPUET)

FILE

LOUIS BERGER & ASSOCIATES

December 13, 1961

Mr. Daniel Dunham

Berger Engineers (Paki
ak
12 Jinnah Avenue istan)

Dacca, East Pakistan

Dear Dan:
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Ik‘. I‘uh kr
ger
August 25, 1962
Page - 2
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t
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INSULTING ENGINEERS

" Qabwood Avense, Orange, New Jersey L
: Orange 13691 LH

Yours
very
LOUIS BERGER & ASSOCIATES truly,

December 14, 1962

Dear Mary Frances and Dan:

Thank you most sincerely for your kindness to me during my re
cent stay in Dacca. Iwas deeply grateful for the pleasure of having Tanem

with you and only regret that the "command performance' at WAPD! Me. & Mre v
it impossible for me to join you at the time when your luncheon was . : v / the w,,;/my‘f/
and gave me so little time to visit with both of you as I would have lik 7 *‘}"’”‘M’M ! Lo
do during my stay. P & ‘Q_G-‘O““ ) Gakbarh
gs (:") ﬁ s _ﬁ,ﬂ‘ MJ et ot 2

I regret, as I know you do, that Mrs. Josephson was unabl Gy . ot @ tail 052 o JAET
adapt herself to life in Dacca, but I assure you that this is one of the ¢. 7§ 3 ,%Vi o 22 e
lated risks and I was not as shaken as I'm afraid Mary Frances was wit \1 é 1:&;"”‘1“;’,.;
results. : ;

I am sure you are both aware of the deep affection and regar (‘L 5"_ aureRMAt

>

have for you and for your wonderful devotion to our company, and what w
are trying to achieve. Ihope that you will both be happy during the comir
year in your work at the University, ad I am sure that you know that if the
day comes when you want to come back in the fold, the welcome mat is al-
ways ready for you either in Dacca, or in any of the other offices where you
services can be utilized.

May I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year,
and I look forward with great anticipation to the pleasure of visiting with you
again next Spring as I have enjoyed visiting with you in my previous stays in
Dacca.

Singgrely,

Lisuls Berger

T Do

4.2 DAN AT EPUET
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STARTING AN ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL
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THE 5 FOUNDING TEACHERS

Of the five American architecture professors hired to
start the architecture school, Dan was the only one
who was brought on locally. Although he may not

have had prior experience teaching, he was an obvious
candidate for the job because of his knowledge of the
country, the people, the culture, and the existing design
and construction practices. The other four teachers
included Dick Vrooman as director, Jack Yardley, James

Original architecture school before Vrooman designed the new building

DAN JOINS TEXAS A&M TEAM TO FOUND
BANGLADESH’S FIRST ARCHITECTURE SCHOOL

During the summer of 1962, Dan accepted a job to join
a team of four architecture professors from Texas A&M
to start the first architecture school for East Pakistan.
They were on a five year contract with USAID to establish
what was to be called The Faculty of Architecture at the
East Pakistan University of Engineering and Technology
(EPUET). Having seen how much the country needed
architects, it probably didn’t take much to convince

Dan to be a part of this pioneering effort to establish

an architecture program. Over the next six years, Dan
worked closely with the other teachers to set up a
curriculum and get the school off the ground. Although
they worked very hard as a team, their work schedule
was much better than what he had experienced running
his architecture office at Berger. At Berger, he worked
seven days a week, often into the late nights to meet
crazy deadlines, whereas at EPUET the five-day work
week was the norm.

By 1967, when their contracts were up, the school was
thriving and ready to run independently without USAID
support. Fifty years later when | was invited back in
2012 to participate in the anniversary celebrations, |
was pleased to see how much the school had grown

in size and reputation. | was genuinely impressed by
the intelligence of the students | met and the quality of
work | saw displayed.

T WegsTaman o
.‘;:’7':‘5 s (T ) o
. -;‘ \‘; e 7 V% 4 s o TR
[ - .y X A A s ap
[ S . = 2 N »o?— o . '. _Lr! g 3
o, (N S 8. Wen B W °
= ,’. e ' '.A .: “ o & : o o
ﬁ% AN - e
v .

EACULT,Y OF : CH 103 ‘.'
57 pak Stan 'TEC
% %Eﬂs ‘oF E&Eué PLA NN'NG

& TECHNGLoGY
2 3

Walden, and Sam Lanford.

TEACHING STAFF

M.
teachers & foreign advisors under Texas A &

pakistan U. S. A. L D, Program :

Richard E. Vrooman
ALALLAPR, 8. A
Dean, Faculty of Architecture & Pla
E.P.UET
{ Professor of Arc
University, o0 deputation )

James C. Walden, Jr.
ALA,LLAP, 8, Arch.
Asst. Prof. of Architecture,
(Texas A & M University, oft deputation )

B. Arch., M. Arch
nning

hitecture, Texas A&M

Daniel €. Dunham
. A.P., B.Sc., M. Arch.
(formerly Chief Architect,

Berger Engmeers/Palustan )

Samuel T. Lanford
1. A. P, B. Arch., M. Arch.

(Prol of Architecture,

Texas A & M University, on deputatioh )

ceachers-in~training for Architecture,
U. 5. A | D, Participant Program :

at School of
Architecture,
Texas A &M
University

Ajmal Hayat Ahmad, B. 5c., Engrg

Ahsanur Rahman, B.Sc , Engre-

iKh. Shahidur Rab

at School of
Architecture.
University of Florida

Shah Alam Zzhiruddin,
Meer Mobashsher Ali,
Md. Abdul Mukradir, B.Sc.

B. Sc., Engrg.

Engrg.

at School of
Architecture
Harvard University

K.A.F Zahedul Hasan, 8. Sc,, Engrg

teachers

B. Sc., Engre-

in training for planning under foreign

at University of
Qklahoma

Md. Golam Rahman, B. A, M. A
Govt. of Pakistan Scholarship (U K.} *
at University
of Liverpool
Rahmatullah, B. Sc., Engrg.
part-time teachers :
in Architecture
Muzharul Islam
| A P., B Sc.,B.E., B Arch., M. Arch,

in Basic Design

(Mrs.) Joan C. Walden
B. A. (Art Ed)

Jim Walden teaching
in History of Art:

{Miss) Mary K. Donaldson
B. A M. A Fulbright Lecturer

(Honorary Teacher)

in Art
Aminul lstam, Certif. in Arc.

Rashid Hossain Choudhury
Cercificate in Art.
Govt. College of Art.
Scholarship, Gove. of Spain 1956-57
Scholarship, Govt- of France 1960-64

in Humanities, Sciences and Engineering

subjects : about \5 various teachers

it dvisors *
visiting Lecturers and A

Louis 1. Kahn. £ AL A
Designer of Pakistan's
Second Capital, Dacea

Minoo P. Mistri, L AP
President, Institute of

Architects, Pakistan

Taj-ud-Din M. Bhamani, 1. A. P

Hon. Secretary, |nstitute of

Architects, Pakistan

scholarships © ) Paul Rudolph
of Hawaii - n
Gt e o A8 1 st v
niv.
at Massachusetts I{Ja'l:: A
tostitute of
Technology )M A Sam Lanford teaching

Qazi M. A, Akef, B. A. (Hons.},
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THE FIRST STUDENTS

ACCEPTING THE FIRST STUDENTS

While establishing the curricular and administrative
routines, Dan and the other teachers were faced with
the challenge of selecting candidates from the many
applicants for the first year. Without any pre-existing
models to refer to, they formulated their own test
questions to determine which applicants might be
best suited for a design career. They devised a new
kind of exam. Instead of the typical format that tested
for memorized answers, they created open-ended
questions to determine creative potential and abilities.
James Walden remembers that the last question on the
exam “asked candidates to fold a blank piece of paper
into an interesting shape and leave it on their desk.”

Dan'’s article in the daily Dacca newspaper, 1966
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architecture in Florida. Six years later, Zahirruddin was

back in Dacca as one of Dan’s teaching colleagues at
EPUET.
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SHAH ALAM ZAHIRUDDIN

Dan was impressed by Zahiruddin when he first met him
as a young engineer at Berger’s office. He consequently
helped Zahiruddin get a USAID scholarship to study

When Zahiruddin and the other selected
students completed their Texas A&M
architecture scholarships in the USA,
they came back to Dacca to join the

arechitecture teaching factulty with Dan
and the other foreign teachers.

[MFD letter to Aunt Annd, 12/02/1966]
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Dan giving Wajeda a desk-crit

THE FIRST WOMEN STUDENTS

WAJEDA J. RAB, NAJMA HABIB & SHAHEEN
CHOWDHURY (DOLLY)

What was perhaps most remarkable about the first
batch of students to be accepted was the inclusion

of three young women. In those days, it was rare for
women, especially in a Muslim culture, to attend any
Bengali academic institution beyond ‘matric’. Women
were expected to marry young and not enter the
work force. Few jobs were available to women who
wanted to work. That these three women numbered
among the first class of 22 architecture graduates was
impressive and reflects their courage and the unusual
support they must have received from their families,
not to mention the vision of the founding teachers to
open up the school to women in the first place.

Najma, Dolly and Wajeda

ija & Dolly talking to me and Katherine

DAN GETS A DRIVER

RUPLAL DURIA - Dan’s favorite driver

Ruplal was Dan'’s favorite driver from the USAID choices.
Ruplal was a good driver and spoke more English than
the others. When we left Dacca we helped Ruplal and
his family emigrate to the USA and to this day they have
been a part of our lives.

In this letter | describe how Dan and | rebelled against the
foreigner privileges that came with Dan’s US government
contract to teach at EPUET.

[MFD letter to Stephen, 05/25/1963]

I agsume Daddy has not told you where or

why we are here. We are in our sume nouse which
we did so much work on when we first took it.

Dan heg chenped jobs, however, although the
architectural office he sefb up s4ill exists and

is flourishin:. before we went on home leave he

w.s oifered a teaching Job in the new architectural
schocl , part of an Infpineering and Technological
University here, slsc new. His departuent is

e ormored and steffed by the Texas Azricultural

and Mechonical Univereity project crev in Pakic tan
uncer AID (fromerly called ICA 9, which all means
that we havce become f5fficinl® Americans with

all the privileges of U.i. Gov. employes, such

as the commissary store where I can buy all the
canned gcods I used to buy at the local "luxury"
sheps and all kinds of Americzn frozen and boxed
rpoodies, 4 furnished house in the Americen chetbo
{whieh we refused), A.P.0. mai scrvieces, far lese
Fifficuldy with custows, and a certain aura ol
srivilere bbewt all those who can give the Consulate
for their address. Having lived for two years quite
ha, ¢ ily wituout all this yethese were not the prime
atbractions and in fact we didn't look forward

to the cocaal oblirsaticons which bBelonping to the
Texas fmroup involves, but Dan wanted to teach and
I enjoy not having nim uvnder the terrific pressurc
ana responsibility he had the past two yeaTs. Ber;cr
considers Dan on leave of abs ence and will be
lad to have “im back. The new contract is a two
creny ome which means he will be deciding what

to do asain in about another yeaT.
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SETTING UP A CURRICULUM

There being no precedents for a design school in

the country, Dan with the other teachers worked
hard to define what would be the core curriculum

for educating the first class of architecture students.
After much discussion the teachers decided to build

a program that would expose the students to a global
field of architecture in addition to developing a base
of inspiration from their own culture and historic
traditions. To clearly distinguish the architecture school
from the engineering program that was already in
place, they believed the students should also have an
introduction to humanities and art. To this end, Dan
pulled in outside people whenever he could, including
myself as well as a number of other foreign scholars
to help round out the curriculum with courses in art
history and music appreciation.
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DCD & MFD article, Planning the School Building

EPUET Curriculum Brochure 1964

CURRICULUM for Bachelor of
Architecture degree : 5 years

FIRST YEAR:

Basic Design

Architectural Graphics

English Composition & Literature
Bengali {or Urdu) Literature
Logic

Carpentry & Metal Work

World History

Mathematics & Structural Principles

SECOND YEAR:

Design |l

Graphic Art

Art & Civilization

Basic Planning

Buiiding Materials

Physics for Architects
Geography & Climatology

THIRD YEAR :

Design I

Sculpture

Art & Music Appreciation

History of Architecture

Finish Materials & Working Drawings
Structural Design

Plane Surveying

Scciology

Psychology

Government

FOURTH YEAR:

Design IV

History of Architecture

Details & Specifications

Cost Estimating

Landscape Design

Physical Planning

Structural Design

Mechanical & Electrical Equipment

FIFTH YEAR :

Design V

Graphic Repreduction
Art Expression
Professional Practice
Philosophy

Speaking

Scruccural Systems
Economics & Accounting

practice : office & field work during vacations

travel : architecrural tour during fifth year

ARCHITECTURE HISTORY FROM DAN

As well as basic lessons in design, Dan gave courses on
Islamic architecture illustrated with his own collection
of slides. To document the evolution of Islamic
architecture, he made an epic pilgrimage to see historic
sites in Samarkand, Afghanistan, Pakistan and North
India. Dan also made a point of exposing the students
to the unique architectural heritage of Bengal by taking
them on field trips to see ancient Buddhist, Hindu and
Moslem monuments. (More on this in Chapter 12).
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(TR - et
Bengali Char-chala style temple

The Taj Mahal



Dan writing to Kay slider they need. ADYWaY Jou s
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architecture history tion about
[DCD letter to Kay T wish we could lenve any mention :
Donaldson, 1965]
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INDIAN ART HISTORY FROM KAY

Dan found Kay Donaldson, an art historian from Boston,
to teach Art History. She was on a Fulbright grant to
study and teach at the Dacca Art Institute, but thanks
to the student strikes that were happening daily, she
had plenty of free time on her hands. When Dan met
her at a reception and heard that she had nothing to

do while the institute was shut down, he asked her if
she would give her lectures to his architecture students.
She turned out to be an inspiring lecturer, introducing
ancient Buddhist and Hindu sculpture to students who
for the most part were Muslim and had not traveled
outside of Bengal. Her enthusiasm for the stupas,
temples and cave frescoes opened a world of art forms
to the students. | had a chance to attend some of her
lectures and like the students, | too, became inspired to
learn more about Indian art.
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WESTERN MUSIC & ART APPRECIATION
FROM ANN & ME

| had suggested to Dan early on to include some
courses on western art and music appreciation. In
addition to me, Dan enlisted Ann Werkheiser for
this topic. Ann was the wife of the newly arrived
vicar at St. Thomas Episcopal Church in the old
city. As with Kay, Dan met her at a party during
her first weeks in Dacca. When he heard from her
husband, Dick, that Ann had a Master’s degree in
art history, he said: “Let me have her!”
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Ann and | gave a joint presentation on western art and
music of the 19 century with a live demonstration of
“Les Sylphides,” which we had the audacity to perform
ourselves. Shonah Miah, our master tailor, (see chapter
09) made our outfits according to our design. With

his usual disapproval of such foreign whimsies, he
muttered “Ami jani na!” (“l don’t understand”) as he
sewed white mosquito netting into tutus. We danced
a few measures from the dance of the swans, turning
our heads right and left in bird-like motions. We may
never know what the students really thought of our
performance or how much it actually taught them
about western culture, but at least it was entertaining
and memorable.

My efforts to teach humanities at EPUET
[MEFD letter to CGR, 8/25/1966]
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE FROM ME

Dan suggested that | try to improve the students’
mastery of the English language. They had passed the
English requirements of the matric exams, but this left
much to be desired when they had to write answers to
the test questions that the architecture teachers were
giving. | composed a list of prefixes and suffixes to give e
them a foundation to increase their vocabulary. When
| saw their exam answers it was pretty clear my system
wasn’t working. Nevertheless, the students definitely
enjoyed the class.

attract attract distract extract detract contract

) A
tractor ‘tractable distracting detracting contract
ing attractineg extranctine =~t---ting gubtracting detr

1 offered to help reform the humanities curriculum

and spent & concentrtated two weeks doing research and writing

' i Vice-Chanceldor he waved My initial teaching
Jhen I interviewed the Vic vy e

[MFD letter to Aunt
Anna, 12/02/1966]

proposals.
more bumanities seyiog that religion was

aside any mention of
what these boys needed. He is an orthodox Muslim and ome of

the moet incaruptible men in hie position, but perhaps & bit
behind the times., I could see his point to some extent and

have not done any further work on that project. I found myself
aubstituting tesching in the Bnglisb literature course to make
up 15 classes which the second semester boys needed in order Ho
take their exsm. Thers was nao eyllabus so L could teach whatever
I wananted but not baving done K,plish literature gince high

echool I had @ lot of preparing. I found that many of my theories

and proposals on Humanities were not all feasible in practice.

Joan Walden helping teach in the désign studios

DAN’S TEACHING METHODS

INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL FIELD TRIP

Dan took his students to the newly built five star
Intercontinental Hotel as a way to introduce his
students to how western hotels and restaurants are
designed and how they function. The Shahbagh hotel
no longer represented the prime choice for luxury
accommodations in Dacca.

On their student vist to the Intercontinental, Dan was
amused to watch a chef in-training diligently go through
a box of eggs, cracking each one, until he succeeded to
crack one without breaking the yoke. Regardless of all
the broken eggs he had thrown away, he then took his
one perfect egg and scrambled it for an omelette.

53.

55 (HD
56 - ComEa
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57. Y;s.@ - it nok

STUDENT “MESS” HOUSING STUDY

Dan observed that much of the Dacca’s popuplation
was made up of men who were living and working

in the city without families: either they were single

or they were supporting their families back in their
home villages. Over time, he recognized that their
shared living patterns characterized a large proportion
of how Dacca’s working population lived. However,
because these men were primarily laborers (rickshaw
drivers, peons, clerks, etc), their housing patterns went
unnoticed. So, Dan engaged his students in a study

to survey and document how Dacca’s working male
population was living. He called their shared housing
pattern “messing” - a term from British times based on
the military name for a group of men who live and eat
together. Through this research Dan was able to engage
his students in thinking about actual urban housing
needs and challenges from observing the world around
them. The results of their research also benefited Dan
when he took up this same topic for his PhD thesis at
Columbia’s City Planning program several years later.
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DAN’S TEACHING METHODS cont.

Dolly Chowdhury’s
description of Dan’s
teaching at EPUET
which she wrote for the
BUET 50th Anniversary
publication in 2012.

2.1 Teaching to make models:

In early 19608 there were N
what to do, pbut our professor
studios. In the absence of st
he actually pought a big pac

Model making poards were unkno
pought regular thin cardboar
poiled flour gl

In the meantime, Dean Vrooman

and in a few months a large amo

store this precious equipment.

20.a,b, ¢ d Models by second ye¢

1. The Legacy

It was the end of 1963, We had just finished our first year at the Architecture Department in Dhaka. In Prafessor
Dik Vrooman's Architectural Graphics class we had leamed how to draw plans and perapectives but had very
little idea about the human scale, function and design. A new teacher was going to join the Architecture
Dapartment and it was none other than Architect Dariel Dunham from Berger Consultants.

Professor Daniel Dunham was to be our design teacher in the next class, We had seen the tall, slim, young,
good looking man in the Department but we knew very little ahout him, We soon discovered thal he was very
dawn to earth and always started from the basics. The first exercise we did for him was to design a Game
Shelter, It was io be a simple siructure in an open space where people could get together for a game of carom,

card, board games of table tennis, The project was simple but it taught us about space, function, form and
emironment.

| remember designing a simple structure with a wavy roof. Prof, Dunham said “Why don't you add a pergola?
Make something differant and interesting.” | did not know what 8 pergola was but it got me thinking. The next
exercise was 10 design a students’ hostel, We had a look at our new university hostels that had been designed
by an American architect and built slong the rallway tracks in Nilkhet recently. They were quite different from

ot much drawing or MmO
s were concerne
andard canary tr :
kage of putter paper for our studio.

wn in Dhaka; Dunhal
d sheets and got three or .
of the board is essential .
hat warped, put they were far bettel

e resolved. °
ese blades all the time and use very har

ue. The right thickness
models. These poards were somew
the problem of mat knife had to b
Kknives made; we had to sharpen th

tudio supplies for
nes orderec ® materials arrived and @ store roo

unt of excellent quality

the traditional hastel buildings and we all wanted our designs to be just as exciting.

o -

He introduced the task to us by asking us to work oul the space we
needed in our everyday life for living-sleeping, studying, storing our
possessions, washing, recreation elc. We had to start by designing a
student's room and then a hostel.

Onoe again, he made some commants sk ="

i ; did not know
ailable in Dhaka; we ¢
active initiatives to equip the new 1.Campus b

utter paper for rough sketches;

del making supplies avi
d too. Dunham took many
acing paper he taught us to use b

m went to the old Dhaka (lslampur—Chawkbgzs;rzri?t)r,‘
four sheets glued together by local b09kbm e
il the thickness of the walls in architec :
e than rag-boards of Chawkbazar- Still
: plack smith (Tataribazar) got several
pressure to cut through.

i t from USA,
rchitecture Departmen
e m was arranged to

2.2 Teaching about the environment
Passive solar cooling

Dunham did pioneering research on passive solar cooling in architecture. He studied the vernacular architecture
of Morocco while he was there. Many later authors cited him as their resource. He published several research
papers on this subject. 1) “The Courtyard House as a Temperature regulator” 2) “The Modern Courtyard
House,” AA paper 9 for detail discussion of the passive cooling features of courtyard house, Architectural
Association, London. He brought up and discussed energy conservation, building orientation, and natural
ventilation quite thoroughly in his teaching us design and, of course, in his professional works.

The Solar Cooker

Dunham not only took care of us the architecture students, he helped students from other departments as well.
Fazle Hussain from Mechanical Engineering department had questions about solar energy for his project;
Dunham took great care to teach him all about solar energy. Over several days, he showed him his solar
cooker: he took him on the roof of the University building and demonstrated how to boil a kettle of water by
sun rays. Fazle Hussain was so impressed with Dunham; he told me that he was flabbergasted. Dr. Fazle

Hussain is a nationally eminent professor of Fluid Mechanics in the Department of Mechanical Engineering at
University of Houston.

’
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Dan writing about his teaching routines
[DCD letter to MFD, 06/06/1961]
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Louis Kahn giving
guest lectures LOUIS KAHN AT HAFIZ VILLA
and student crits
at EPUET on his
work trips to
Dacca to oversee
the construction

Dan and | also got to spend personal time with Louis
Kahn during one of his visits, when we he came to our
house for dinner. | remember how much he “felt at
home” in our living room with its simple furnishings,
shelves full of books, our harpsichord in the corner, our

- | I'I'A A |

“ L
of Shfr e-Bangla barefoot servants and the attentions of our one-year old ACh levement I B .
Nagar Katherine (who was the same age as his son, Nathaniel). N2 et n rl0k8
3 . .. . . b h leave jis tonal - Assembly  Buyitg J
Photo by Anwar Hossein He was especially appreciative of our selection of books -hatﬁiﬁ,cﬁﬁ}ﬂ" lbnl.‘stizzt-y heental _ tower 1:?;:: E’.‘,l:" dellver the kouds i (v shoxtcs
z i ate concre S 55 hardly  suffen” o7
and he was pleased to be able to borrow my copy of &g past. 7 0TI et s, U [l e amitions' 59, {hele monetary
Colette to read during his stay in Dacca oug lmmes ‘ana b Lol a1 T Y s I ke fersorson | fequired
' e o STl i : smmaers, S 55 Ter?

exauisite design in stone marble

v bricks and a1 o B v
E},},gff" cand event a Tify din- ':Z‘bt.:;?f,’f: o
Witiieas 1o A
LOUIS KAHN AT EPUET AN ARCHITECT FAIS
Louls 1 K oOF PAKISTAN DACCA | A
. SECOND CAPITOL EE” for
I don’t think many people know the important role ,,:a.‘;,*ﬁ
Dan played in the selection of Louis Kahn to be the "Z‘;’zﬁf
“prestigious” foreign architect to design a world class Eonai
K . 8 =sile
government complex for Dacca. Since West Pakistan Louis Kahn’s letter iy

had the famous Greek architect Doxiades plan its new
government center, Islamabad, then East Pakistan

to me about his
visit with us at

should also have a foreign designed new government Hafiz Villa
center. It was to be named “the Second Capital” (later 06/06/1961. : " "/Jh,t-/b' ceh
to be called “Sher-e-Bangla Nagar” after independence). \/ e cin i I N _(j . e > Lj A
w1l
. o . sy e LTS
The process of coming up with a list of famous architect e Ssie c/} v
candidates for this project may have taken some time P W‘" LAt ¥
e ) ) Tl —_
before our arrival in Dacca, but when it came time for ek i “L‘ﬂ
the selection committee to make a final decision, they \Dear Mary Frances-: ) ‘ ¢ wwe e
consulted with Dan, the only foreign architect in Dacca 4 ’ Wlen

Am returning your [TC?] book

N dan
and thank you. ... recently Qs \Mb O Ti

at the time, to learn more about each of the candidates.
During this discussion Dan had a significant influence

o
in their final choice of Louis Kahn. However, Dan liked Z;Iljjeh]tjnj;uzzeDzthZf gzjoi - 5 2ot W gad ey g
to joke that the only reason Louis Kahn’s name had of bZin ith vou P t’ Aa X+ \{M
been included on the list in the first place was because T ex ecz o beyba.ck in about - e o
it sounded Islamic (Kahn and Khan). Dan also liked P - B M
to say that Louis was the only architect among the a month - so long — éq,/}‘ VA
final invitees to actually accept the job. Who knows if Lou K v \ g (A
that was true, but the end l.result was |.ndeed a.world- Regards to the nice people at \ 2t ¥ W/(' ‘
class monument that has given Dacca international P W‘Tr £ m K
recognition ever since. your las't party and at Gus
and Maris’s party. I feel sad
While Louis Kahn was in Dacca to oversee the design about the terrible Russian . il
and construction of The Second Capital, he was able to story I told. },X story 'has 1ts
spend some time at EPUET to meet with students and péace toz o és 'ﬂat 11;hone” . e porte < i L ‘%:-&’-—
faculty. His presence at EPUET had a large influence e, ptace andg round 1n another. & T ft‘- s 5 H’MT'S ’;‘ Hvbv-‘ /
on the students. He delighted the students with his Photos by Richard Vrooman of Louis Kahn with EPUET oA oA ﬁ"‘” L e Loesion A;“ —
cultural knowledge, his sense of humor, and positive class of 1967 ?Wg o 4 Tande s s 4
support of their work. To this day one can see Kahn- { /f}__af 2sd {';{” hao Vf:" e
style buildings (houses as well as institutional buildings), | A A ‘m] Lt W ’ :
which were designed by graduates of that time. - pt



42 | Partll: OUR DAYS

DAN’S EPUET PROJECTS

EPUET FACULTY HOUSING

In time, the EPUET faculty grew to include local
teachers, some of whom were recent graduates
sponsored by the program. It was tradition for
universities to supply housing for their teachers, so
Dan was asked to design apartment blocks for the local
architecture staff. He cleverly designed an apartment
layout that was flexible enough to provide separate
areas for women and servants, while also working well
as a unified apartment. For the project, he learned as
much as he could about the expected household needs
of the future tenants. In addition to asking questions,
he also visited different homes to observe directly
typical household routines. For example, he noticed
that saris were often hung from balconies and windows
to dry. He had always liked the colorful patterns of the
local saris, so he decided to take them into account

in the design of the building facades. He spaced the
balconies vertically according to the dimension of a
standard sari, so that each sari would hang in its own

space without overlapping the saris from the floors
above or below.

]
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RURAL THANA HOUSING —

— es — s — e — — - —] v 3

While teaching, Dan took on a project with the L
government to help design Thana training centers :
that were going to be built throughout the
countryside as part of a government effort to raise
rural living standards. Dan’s role in this project
was to design the prototype staff living quarters
for the more than 1600 units, which would be built
as part of this project. His main challenge was to
build the housing to high enough standards to . |

attract urban teachers to live in the countryside - - —[{H]*

Al

while keeping construction and maintenance costs
to a minimum. As part of the project, Dan was -
able to convince the government to set up a lab o
at EPUET in charge of overseeing the design and _ : _
construction of the training centers. This enabled i [E‘j s EFJ—‘ g
Dan to invite his students to be involved in this ' . : ) _'

real-life project.

FAGE NORTH-30UTH HOUSES $WOULD BE PLACED AT LEAST
100 FEET FROM ANT TWO STORY

EXH.SE_ FROVIDES PUBLIC  BUILOING. 4

BEHIND COMPOUNDS, IF $PACE ALLOWS.

Dan'’s port folio desctiption of the
Thana Houses project

In an effort to raise the economi§ level of the
rural areas the Government of Paklstapéeghigugh
the Dept. of Local Government, authfr¥

1962, the building of 411 "Thana Training and
Develpoment Centers" .: TheY-weze to.be situated
in rural areas throughout the province. Each
complex was to contain class ;ogm§, offices,
rural storage and banking facxlltles{ and a
small demonstration farm. Cons?ructlon work

on these centers was to be carried out unde; the
Rural Public Works Program with locally available

labor. 3

THANA LEVEL OFFICERS TWIN-HOUSE

As technical consultant with this cx{ganization-.]:

designed and supervised the production of drawings

for these necessarily smple structures. In the o ' .

absence of land surveys and because the proposed My description of Dan’s design for the Thana Houses

sites were virtually inaccessa‘bilg, a sys\f.em wells [MFD to CGR, 08/25/1966]
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DAN’S EPUET PROJECTS cont.

CYCLONE RELIEF CONSULTATION

After experiencing first hand a number of devastating
Dacca cyclones, Dan became involved in cyclone relief
efforts. He consulted on a number of projects to design
community shelters for the farmers living on the low
lands bordering the Bay of Bengal. They were most
vulnerable to losing their farms and their lives with the
yearly storms. | remember Dan had made estimates of
how many Bengalis were lost by calculating the number
of trees people would have clung to during the storm
and how many people could cling to one tree. Only
the young and strong survived, being the only ones
able to cling to the trees for the duration of the storm.
The death tolls from the cyclones were inevitably

high, leading Dan to grimly surmise that cyclones were
Mother Nature’s cruel form of birth control.

Dan’s employment letter for the
cyclone chelter work, 06/1965
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NOVEMBER 1970 CYCLONE

Based on his cyclone relief work in East Bengal during
the 1960s, Dan was asked back to Dacca after the 1970
cyclone to advise on rehabilitation efforts. That turned
out to be a memorable occasion for Dan, because it
placed him in Dacca at the time of the March 26,1971
Declaration of Independence. It was an extraordinary
time for Dan to have been in Dacca to witness first hand
this historic moment before he was evacuated home.
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w-Middle Class Housing (Salt Lake area)

n .
Ial career, Daniel Dunham was
Opical architecture and a

He was also an inventor,

n-to-earth bPerspective,

and his gift for humorou
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s pfg;:arily an architect
plan :r Specializing in the cities
o ﬁnancialrmaist,.and an expert advisor
o naging. He delighteg all
ngenious solutionsg to many

s story—telling.

4 Londo" I\Ic}llteCtuzal Ilssocj-atloll
I4 c°1uu"bla

Slum redeveloment schemes.

III. RELIEF AND REHABILILTATION WORK IN BANGLADESH AND
CALCUTTA

Barisal, Chittagong and Noakhali Districts

Technical assistance on construction of 85 community
shelter buildings (Peace Corps/USAID,
Chittagong and Barisal, 1960).

Evaluation of construction and performance of shelter
buildings (USAID, Chittagong, 1964).

Reconnaissance & recommendations on reconstruction
and relief, drawings for 200 shelters, for cyclone
affected areas (USAID, Barisal, Noakhali and islands,

1965) .

Mymensingh District:
Reconnaissance and recommendations on relief for
housing after floods (USAID, 1962).

Calcutta (1969-1971)
- Assistance to Indian Government on refugee

sanitation and shelter (Ford Foundation, 1971).

- Design of precast latrines (Ford Foundation/Calcutta
Metropolitan Planning Organization 1971)

Note: 2,000 of these units were built and installed

in Calcutta. The immediate need arose with the
Bangladeshi refugee situation.

D. CONSULTANCIES IN BANGLADESH:
Berger Engineers; USAID; Ford Foundation; Save the
Children Foundation; CARE; UNDP; etc.

E. TEACHING IN BANGLADESH (6 years):
The Architecture Department of BUET (USAID - Texas A
& M, for the Bangladesh University of Engineering and

Technology, 1961-67).

F. INVENTIONS:
Solar cooker (U.S. Patent #181713), at the University

of Wisconsin energy research laboratory, 1955.

This cooker was tried and used in a leper colony in
Chittagong for boiling bandages and purifying water
(1960s) .

(Other solar devices used for cooking and
distillation by Dunham were used in Mauritania.)



46 | Partll: OUR DAYS

DAN’S DEPARTURE FROM EPUET

Letter of appreciation from
the Texas A&M director

to Dan and me about

our articles regarding
architecture in E. Pakistan

in Design Histary o o cistani student

We know that &y
your stude
rican) will be -~ n:a and fe

THE TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY SYSTEM
COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS

QOffice o
Igzmitmnn PROGRAMS March 5, 1964

Mr. Daniel C. Dunham

East Pakistan University for
Engineering and Technology

/0 American Consulate General

Jacca, East Pakistan

Dear Dan:

ed on planning school buildings
1 hawecenjoyed the two articles you prepar
ard architecture in East Pakistan. 1 notice that Mrs. Dupham collaborated
1th you on the one dealing with school buildings. Let me congratulate
. ov both for a fine job. We are proud to claim you as members of the Texas

A&, University teamithere.

Jith kindest persomal regards,

Sincerely yours,

Jack D. Gray, Director
International Programs

Vrooman'’s farewell
Ve not only dene $he letter to Dan

W teachers (both

for your fin

te
grateful vl g

Bt 1 15
e lekatff of he T '?:mmm, naA ' party for Dan

The official invitation
to EPUET’s goodbye

EPUET students performing msic

CHAPTER 4: SAH’B AT THE OFFICE | 47

And this is Mra, .Ary Francis Dunhas

sth her little daughter
i along Dol Hoad Wi
¥ou just cannot oiss her mciycl 1md? T vex sniling end always Teady €0 Farewell letters to Dan and
ha ng Ladys
seated in Eronte A

{ed o loaTn m
is an danzely and for ﬂﬂtlﬂﬂ _f
hﬂlp ANYOnds Ehe wlh’!hl er

oF
and ousice & 1inguist, uslcian, WIiteTe and & pm:e:i ”

pry— tents 1s shes Teoplo knewing het will always 2% s

whaeaippe " hostoss LoOs Her Christmas partics and the E -

B e E:ﬂh:s 1n this faculty she taught wiysie Appreclak

food served, proves - 3

snd "Cnglish £oF ponetings

LEST "0 VORGET « w v o % & o »

Professor Daniel €. Duhnan is unaistakable. 'The Shaheb wesring a shirt made
cut of a lungi™. He gets the unique pleasure if he is called upon to talk.
ny Dy To hiz topics of discupsion never rum short, HRestless he s too, you wen't
Kathy Dunhasie find hin in one place for lomg. Ewven when he is walking down & corridor you
would find hin on onc side swinging his long arm out at the side wall and
111 speal hitting it at @ &ythm, except of eourse when it cones to an open door, Come-
ho post of you ko ® sedous he is of this restlossncss and would say for the benefic of those
te go bare-foob {n Wew Yark o possessing unproductive restlessness thet he used to tis himself to the table
when sincerely required to work.

jnd this is 1Hs5.

se then all a hap¥ Seoctimes he nales people of this place uneasy, for he knew more sbout this
And we promd place than them, He likes "polac" and can easily recognise the tune of
“R.“]b‘n"q

Frofesser Dunhan started his package of experience when he wos twelve, for he
went to worl then, Wis non-professional jobs ranged from baby - sitting te
gea = man in the merchant marine, His nany qualifications includes High
school work in Flerida and Uisconsin, Uisconsin is the original place frem
where he hails, Bachelor of Sclence degree from University of Uisconsing
certificate in architectural decoration from Leele des Deaux Arts, Tarisg
Maoster of Arehitecture from Harvard; diplena from the school of Tropleal
architecture, London, and many more which just primarily say, he tricd to
o gein anything about architecture that came in his wvay.

- = N g! ~

) 14 ’,-;_) f‘:\/’)e He i3 also the proud holder of many student award in art and literature, and

A '/" | believe it of not o right to U.5. Fatent Ho. 181713 for solar cookers.

/ tme thing is sure that he lowes reading and writings An article on the

whevelopmnt of Architocture in Decea" which appeared in Fakistan Cngincer in
Octe 1963 weuld be an intercsting reading.

Professor Dunhan is in his nid-thirtieand so don't believe hio when he says
he is very eld. He says this mot becsuse maturlty in architecture is achicwved

when you are olds It is just his way of apologizing Eor the smeunt of talking
he does which he feels are old man's hobbys

This is !k Deniel C, Dunhame

: o, . 2, L 6 .
i%uaaﬂﬂﬂii%qal:lu-a::%&]tomﬂ&uu%@ﬁnaﬁﬂaﬂgé
v T o 5 N 5




“As soon as the sahib left the house in the morning the new
memsahib was on her own.
Servants came for instructions....”

[Allen, Plain Tales from the Raj, paperback, p.81]

5
MEMSAH’B AT SCHOOL
CTPAIRY FCT *

(MEMSAH’B SKULE)

5.1 TEACHING
5.2 LEARNING

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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5.1 TEACHING
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TEACHING JOBS

TEACHING FRENCH

Early on during our life in Dacca, | began to do some
volunteer language teaching, at first, paradoxically in
French. For me, this was an opportunity to get engaged
with local people and activities. As a result, | tutored
French to some of Dan’s Bengali friends, | helped teach
a class at Dacca University and | helped start the first
French classes at the Alliance Frangaise.

When our neighbors, the Matzakis were leaving Dacca, |
had hoped to take over Mrs. Matzakis French classes at
Dacca University, but the Department of International
Affairs had already hired someone to replace her, a

Mr. Maurice Rouch from the Alliance Frangaise in Paris
(where, coincidentally, both my parents had studied
French). However, Maurice was able to hire me as his
assistant for one semester after which, | followed him
to his next job as the founder and director of Dacca’s
first Alliance Frangaise — a task he was assigned to
accomplish with his wife, Danielle Rouch.

| tutored two Pakistani business men in French to
prepare them for their upcoming. trip to France
[MFD letter to Hugh-Jones 1961]
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Gn Hhe borcd: Un mnsieor

Un o}-ngi ~
On #‘L.J)JMJ'. 15) LA,
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2 ke dame , Lles
W
1) Hlhdiate,
G"W cless %f['v;.r

» 3"""1’“‘3 -~ a @é’aw&u‘& .

L Algdrie. Wicmpstde Bl
La Turisie ,Lh (a5
i"" Mﬂ.rag, i""\- ’P
2 Crn.h_, :l ]
faf-\:’r ot oflmts:...q_, ‘

4

a4 ETESUSY 3

e two Palkistani gentlemen who will being to France

3 . istani ge
I give French lessons to two Paki O moticed that I had memerized

and when I typ

Kennedy "are you omn".

Katherine Hall lately, The arehitect who intTo

is now livine in Londen verv near where we use
During our first years, in addition to teaching French, | also
tutored English to our staff at home and in Dan’s office.
[MFD letter to Elizabeth 04/18/1961]
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3- first ted to get strated right away i

-4 g v & teach i

we :: ﬁse it was impossible to hope L ey A g
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 as bri as his father and we are setti and speak L glish, H" " s"net
| éﬁ Dan is doi s 8 More fun out of it than hé is learmid
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he older girls, How is
duced us to the Hells originally
d to 1ive so in manv wavs we far

kistani school but
could keep in any regular a:\poinhu:ﬂg.
took Bengal.r. lessons quite int ensively

» further progress with the
an ar:q;:le oppoertunity to teach
01 my own here, At present I
and I ¢xy to tegeh the cgolg!

are gitting asrun
people uncil you
wch legs

P T i
ne_same Vevwm dav o dav. T wme ahle

Letter asking me to
oversee the French
exams at Dacca
University.

"Mrse D. m,nh“’

C/o. Berger Engineers,
12,7 Avenue,
Dacca-2,

Dear Madam,

With reference to
June, 1961 I am directed to inf

your application dated the 14th
orm you that on the

recommendation of the Head
national Relations, Dacea Ugiv

your jolning until further
Teacher from France, wh:lehegg
attached to the Department of I

Dacca University.,
Your appointment

of the Act, Statut
University. g T

I am therefore
this office whether y'ot: :
:zgssy:nd _;:oﬁitions and

ur joining report
of the Department o;p Inte

University,for record.

will be guided by the proviaions,e

rdinances and Regulations of this

equest you to kindly intimate
ccept the post on the above

to Join the post ang
office through the Head

if so
to this
rnationsa

Yours raithfully,

the Department of Intep-
ersity, you have been

efs or till arrival of the
is earlier. You will be
nternational Relations,
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g =
DEPARTMENT OF INTERNATIONAL mﬂiﬁ .
UNIVERSITY OF DACCA

Dear Mrs. Dunham:
The Viva Voce Test of the candidates

appnar.ing at the Junior Certificate Course Examina-

tion in French will be held in the Room of the Head

of the Department of Intarnational Relations, Dacca

on Monday and Tuesday, April 8 and 9
ween 8 A.M.-1 P.M. on both the days.

University,

respectively bet

I shall feel obli ged if you would please make time

to come to the Department and help us in conducting

the said examinati on.

& .
OFFICE OF THE REGI’SI'RM!,.!.’
UNIVERSITY OF DACCA.

DACCA—2,

Yours faithfully,

( Dr. M.A. Aziz )
Chairman,

Fol e

Letter accepting my
application to teach French
at Dacca University.
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ESTABLISHING THE ALLIANCE FRANCAISE

For several weeks | helped Maurice and Danielle Rouch
to find a home that would serve for both the Alliance
functions as well as serve as a home for themselves
and their two sons. The Rouch’s felt pressure to get the
Alliance off to a strong start with an attractive building
in a central location. Assuming that most of the Alliance
potential members would be living in Dhanmandi, we
limited our search to that area. Although the Rouchs
had brought their deux chevaux Citroen with them to
Dacca, we couldn’t use it for our house hunt because
Maurice did not know how to drive it. Instead, Maurice
and | rode about by rickshaw up and down the lanes

of Dhanmandi, stopping at every house that seemed
suitable to ask if they would rent space.

Maurice felt pressure to establish an institute for

French culture that would be competitive with the
other foreign cultural institutions. The British Council
was known for its well-stocked library and the Goethe
Institute was impressive for its state-of-the-art
equipment and its grand piano (the only one in the
country at that time). By luck, we eventually found

the perfect house on Mirpur Road at the edge of
Dhanmandi. Although the landlord would remain on
the ground floor, there was enough space on the upper
floors for the Alliance to have two classrooms, a library
and an office. In addition, there was a roof terrace large
enough for an outdoor café as well as a small apartment
for their family. Within a month or so the Rouchs had a
comfortable library and three class rooms ready to go,
and they hired me to start teaching some of their first
French classes.

H

MFD, DCD and the Rouchs, Alliance party 1965

- i 4 ==

This is the building | helped to find for the
Dacca’s first Alliance Francaise.

location of

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE DE DACcA

MIRPUR ROAD No. 26 (CORNER ROAD No. 3)
DHANMANDI—DACCA.

( East Pakistan ) o
POST BOX No, 405
Phone No, 81672
Nil
.......................... Daceg, 2t1. June 1965
Mrs, D.Dunham,
Dear Madam,

We beg 4o confirm icd

We b : officially that
o u-egeml %ssembly of the gen:h:;;s
S ggkﬁ-jﬁag:ailggrde Dacca, which tot')k
s 1 3 23 You have i
e-elevted member of the E;cecutive g&rj.:f‘?*ee

We take this [0}
ppertunt
ﬁ:?;uigge you and ?:o thank you fo:ya;g ggn-
ey co-operation you have given ua e 1
et and vhich we feel sure you it
inue to give, e G

ar i e,

1222222 2337 a2 a2 a2 24 dd ]

EDUCATION i

| Alliance Francaise resumes French classes
beginners, elementary, intermediate, advanc-
ed; practical—also Bengali and Art classes
from November 18 Special morning ladies
class also possible.

Persons interested may apply to

ALLIANCE FRANCAISE,

-26, Mirpur Road, Dhaﬁl-llandi, Dacca.
AP NRAARAAN AP 2LARARKRAAARAANNEARARORAARN.

TEACHING ENGLISH

While teaching at the Alliance, | also volunteered to
teach English classes at the Ford Foundation funded
College of Home Economics. | worked closely with
three other American women who were on the staff —
Peggy Azbill, Fran Larkin and Mary Kefgen — with whom
| became close friends. Our students were all women
who needed extra English training to help them with
their studies.

Some of the materials

television

==
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Dacca Home Economics College where | briefly taught

English.

L_ :Zifhned for teaching . Tele; . phon-~ yraph- qeo-

eged g —
‘:eltf:;‘, d F"\dnehd, Ca.rlv&fn.?lﬂf Geov

Pe me.c&n.hpkon e paragroph  aeomerey

Catophanovs rkah%ra.pl\ Geocentric
geology
%Mun!-ru'c,
attract attract distract extract detract contract

. A
tractor tractable distracting detracting contract

ing attracting extracting retracting

subtracting detr
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TEACHING WESTERN MUSIC APPRECIATION

Of all my various teaching jobs, the most enjoyable was
lecturing for Dan’s architecture students on western
music appreciation. | designed a curriculum to give
them a broad introduction to some of the hit tunes of ON “THE IMPRESSIONIST HOVEMENT I PAINTING AND MUSIC™
western classical music from Bach to Stravinsky.

THE ALLIAMCE FRANCABE OF DACCA

COADUALLY BNVITES YU TO ATTIND A LECTURE DELIERED BY
TEACHING BENGALI S—
A LESSON IN HEADING FENGALI BCRIPT

MRS WEREHEISER AND MRS DUNMAM

| set up a beginner Bengali language class for the
American Cholera Research doctors, who wished to
learn some Bengali in order to communicate with
their patients. Cholera was endemic to Bengal, so it following letters are similarly formed:
wasn’t surprising that Dacca was chosen to be the 2 Eil i

" " The (WITH SUDES AMD RECORDINGS )
ZFis proncunced "bav", rhyming with "maw”.

L Ofd THURSDWY INDHOF IUNE 1965 AT 5, 20 P

Together, with Ann Werkheiser, whom Dan had hired to
teach European art history, we devised a joint lecture

. e = ] - . - . . . ALLIAMCE FRAMCAJSE
second location for a SEATO Cholera facility where oraw" (Roll the "r".) “kaw" ol in which we would present examples of music and art Murper Road Mo, 26 THE GERMAN CULTURAL INSTITUTE DACCA
these American doctors worked. Soon after it was e ..;, simultaneously. For example, Ann would show a slide Disnmondi, Daces, g the Bonout b0 Vit you tna\cq*.u::

. . . . iLid
established in the early 1960s, it became one of the Consonants are followed by the vowe: s 3 of a cathedral and | would play a recording of Bach. with e 08 seecb:: :!:":"«‘”“"P
best cholera research facilities in the world and today a5 iz "ball®, “fall", etc., unless another Bou ._nmf.h l;-;i S
is now called the International Centre for Diarrheal \odicated. At the end of & word this "s* say sound close: We performed our duo not only for the architecture m:d‘io;‘i; « general spprecisian
Disease Research. sthar students, but also at the Alliance and Goethe Institutes. e 1| ard aral erts

"p" &8 in "hope", or may Ue dropped altogeTNEL of the et
e T rd. Practice reading We wore academic style gowns, which Ann designed 1o b delvered DY o
| conducted my classes at one or another of the according to the meaning of the worc. specifically for our lecture. Shona Miah, our aged Mrs. A, Warkheiser and Mrs: znmn @
. . . . m
doctors” homes. | brought Manzoor Ahmed, an the following words: but expert tailor, sewed the gowns skillfully including on Toesday, May 310t 730 2

Cultral insistute Auditpram

unusually bright and ambitious student from Dacca
University, as my assistant. Our lessons usually
consisted of me teaching vocabulary and grammar
on paper, while Manzoor demonstrated how to

W,HI = Crans; T[,fab « Rob (& namel;
&7, Dbaro = Catehl Holdl; <3 ,Rame = Dol

T Phig vertical line with (ox? #ithout)hshe 1itthe bEanch,

concealed zippers in back. Dan master-minded a way
to project the slides so that he and the projector were
hidden behind the screen rather than in front.

Dace,
quite close with the Cholera Lab doctors. One of *

them even came to our aid when our bearer’s son

fell ill with cholera (chapter 14). Ten years later, . M. ¥. Dunhbam
after we returned to the US, we reunited with some son in wi“} &wli Seript

of them in Washington DC, where we gathered to

FT{E Brlaka), LTI (Dhaka or Dacea). art slide. May 31, 1966

speak the words. These sessions were delightful {ves the sound "a" as in “father”. Practice reading the On both occasions when we “performed,” we had some o f@
for me because the doctors were keen on learning - glitches. At the first presentation, Ann’s zipper snagged ;;-‘L{:-} o
- following words: ; i 2T
_and becausfe, as it turned out, they were more Bar = Occasion; JFFRKaX = Crow. (as Zippers often did in those days), so that she had to % 1{;7 % \)1‘;&\__# "line, Color, Sound, Ruyihmh
interested in Tagore poems than grammar. In 2\, 8a = Father; Z[(Y,Bar = Ry do the entire lecture facing forward to hide the safety & ,l a4 2 + Rhythn
e . .. . . . . I [l M{FETurs on the Apprec: ti
addition, | appreciated that the doctor§ et me- vt ad most of the letters in the following pins holding her_dress together in back. At the_ Alliance ff '“ "l!.'. i ation of Art ang My
the lab and let me help them communicate with Now you can ®e ﬁ we gave the audience a good laugh when | accidentally : The German Cultural T
. . . . : 7 H &
their Bengali patients. Over time, Dan and | became names on sons prominent sigme in Daccaj JILY (Bata), put on a recording out of order for Ann’s accompanying { nettbute
1
1
!
[

A
o ™4e  PROGRAM

ré;‘.';_

My Bengali lesson plan for J During the seating,

Music:

(for s1i
lobby senators for the cause of Bangladesh’s War of the cholera doctors B "Btudes aux Alluresn by Schasfe :rlde:, Please see 1ic
. . '] F
Liberation (chapter 15). Q _p. bl pesg Rag : "Shriv, tpe 1n¢6 p » french, 20th ¢,
e P s ¢ Fannalal Ghosh, Indian, 20
o .@ onata in C minep, y 20th c,
0¥ gl f =~ ] elemann, German, 18:h .
Ii:;_"'_pl Poaere e "_--." g, A n\_‘\,:-:: B :'-_~.:”=;_._‘ 18 € pajor s 40D g. -
— WET B B LR, o P g YL e dppersgn, 38 o, (W ¢
I A \ b Wt W Ty fagal = T e "'-'F"‘- P!t—-",_‘;l J_Ir
\"._.. o i ! ! oy o - Lectur ; < Sk dpap o H f L]
e " | {7 ¥ ¢ and illustrationg in art ang L Priern plae
§ b L I | 3 SR&IE: ¢ i -
“GRASS WIDOWS” — NO, NOT ME ¢ | I Slides (Not in opgep T o e Ppe U
: =~ ) = i of appearance) P | plaw
Foreign wives in Dacca were often called “grass widows” 5 3/ R L =~~~ Alexander Battle Nosaid; afeer gnos Ha e
. . . . T AU T ) I R | I [ O O . v 2lter Orpak ¢ 54 14
meaning they stayed in Dacca while their husbands | s Portrait fpop 4 Fayum mummy L1:: oAE
. . . . e | JEEEE Y T | R | I (LSS -case -
were traveling -- working in “the field” — as they called s T [ -~ - Ravenna, Martyred Saints Mogag 'B SYpEo=Soarg,
. . . . - I L | I A . alc i
it. While, most other foreign housewives were busy ~ 1 === Persian Manuscript, Battle sqop. ?ia"““' (6t
. . . . = (e T emmo. . 2 t 5
enough just dealing with the challenges of running 1= ol - | { = === Persian Manuseript, Coupt - 1 17tk Cent.)
. A . . = [l  emeaaae ¢ scene
a household in Dacca, | was out exploring, having ) - ) f == Mogul School, Nignt Rige (17th Cent ; it
. 3 o | i [ ent,
adventures and seeking any chance | could to learn ) : . te 1a Tour, Bducation of the Virgin, French, (17
. K \ = ——————F lirgin, th ¢
something new about Bengali culture. | o Y l" 'elasquez, Surrender at Breda, Spanish, (17 ’ e
(o 0 i onnard, Folgins - +(17th Cent,)
. | ) ‘_ﬂ_LJ = M| ) ; o» ding Screen, French, (19t Cent,)
My Hermes typewriter, so sturdy and portable, enabled T v . :
/\ \ me to do so many things: to teach, to study, to prepare Sty 3 &) \[#8 | - {
(I lectures, to keep a diary and to write the many many = = "_E_l e | These are from the notes | wrote with
My Hermes typewriter was one letters that have become my inspiration for this current R ' Conrnien Ann Workheiser in preparation for our
of my most valued possessions. memoir. e lecture, “Line, Color, Sound & Rhythm”

[05/31/1965]
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TEACHING MUSIC AT HOLY CROSS GIRLS’
SCHOOL

| taught music for a semester to sixth graders at the
Holy Cross Girls’ School in Tejgaon. The culmination of
this class was a production of a musical play called, ‘The
Enchanted Island” based on the life of Chopin. While |
coached them, | learned how difficult it was for them to
follow the western system of beats and measures.

Because | could play the piano | had a number of requests to
accompany performances and to teach music (see chapter
07 for more about the foreign cultural performances)

[MFD letter to CGR 03/16/1963]

)—Ln\\—} Ciross
A’LM’V V..»m_ P’(%" DS

c oo
1‘,3‘\y.~!, a Rk~
; cost A GO v e o% &

o prens We
w - Duntar— od YL» r P

N
Ly 3 rM i shidat shei s e /"“\‘-

SUBSTITUTE AT THE AMERICAN SCHOOL

At times, | substituted for teachers at the American
School when they were on leave. If | felt unprepared to
teach about muskrats (as prescribed in the curriculum),
| often reverted to giving them a French lesson instead
by teaching them to sing “Frere Jacques”. | had

one embarrassing incident when word got around

the school that the substitute teacher (me) was
“bottomless”. A student had misunderstood my French
when | explained that a “bouton” (button) of my dress
was missing and translated it as the “bottom” of my
dress was missing.
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5.2 LEARNING
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LEARNING MUSIC & DANCE

TRANSCRIBING JARIGAN FOR JASIMUDDIN

The most rewarding and long lasting among my
volunteer occupations evolved when the country’s poet
laureate, Jasimuddin, came by our house one day to
talk to me. He said that he was writing a book about

a type of folk song called Jarigan (Lamentation Songs),
and that he would like to include some western staff
notations. He had heard that | played the piano, so

he thought | could notate the melodies. Would | be
willing?

| was intrigued enough to say that | could give it a

try. First he would bring a master singer from his
hometown, Faridpur, to sing the songs for us to
record and document. He would supply me with the
Bengali texts and his wife would do her best to give
me English translations. For my part, | would borrow
a tape recorder from my friend Peggy Azbill to make
the recordings. | would have my new harpsichord
(recently imported from Germany) to work out the
musical transcriptions. Although | had no prior
experience with Asian music, | was confident that |
could use my solfegge training from Nadia Boulanger
(a former teacher of mine at Fontainebleau 1951) to
transcribe the music into western notation. So, with
Peggy’s recording machine, the written texts, and my
harpsichord | felt | was qualified enough to work on
Jasimuddin’s project.

A few days after our initial meeting, Jasimuddin
returned to our house with an aged village bard in
tow and we began our recording sessions. Jasimuddin
chose representative samples of the bardic repertory
performed at Muharram events and sung at village
Jarigan competitions. The stories of the songs were
based on the battle of Karbala and the Sunni massacre
of Shias. All this and more | learned gradually.

This if from the definition of
Jarigan | wrote for the South
Asian Folklore Encyclopedia

how Husayn, 5 grandson of the Prophet

The erm ‘i gap

o, and from the Bengali worg “gan”
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TRANSCRIBING JARIGAN FOR JASIMUDDIN

Although we recorded only short samples of these
songs over only two recording sessions, the transcribing
work afterwards took many more hours of concentrated
effort than | had expected. The work entailed first
tuning the harpsichord, then listening to the tapes

over and over again before writing and re-writing

the notations and finally polishing the rough English
translations provided by Jasimuddin‘s wife. | remember
always feeling guilty when Dan’s eighty year old mother
was visiting us and | was too pre-occupied with the
Jarigan project to give her the attention she deserved.
Jasimuddin always justified my long hours on his book
by saying that | would be “glad of it some day”. Indeed,
I later turned his project into the topic of my Master’s
thesis at Columbia University and eventually wrote a
book about the tradition (Jarigan., Muslim Epic Songs of
Bangladesh).

tI am hi'ding Oor putting off another
ranslating a book for Mr
ballad book he g :

’ Project -
Jasimuddin For the folk
“bard” from 100 miles

tape recorder from friends
]'Jave heard better singers on
interesting to watch Mr

We had two Sessions. T
.Radlo Pakistan buyr it was
Jasimuddin asking for certain

in music. I haven’t dared try yet.”

“I wish we could leave any mention abouth the J. family

out of correspondence. He is still plaguing Mary Frances

to compose poetry for him under the guise of translator.

We have countless hours of tape of some tone deaf village
minstrel which she reluctantly transposes to ink and paper
music western notation. He has called again twice this week

but we are both hiding.™“

“I gather little Jasimuddin is now with you. I will not
enumerate the sins of that family. They had driven the
Scargouroughs, Lanfords and other harmless people around the
bed, I took the opportunity of the absence of my wife to
throw them bodily of of my house. My wife spent almost the
entire year transposing musica and translating for him."

My early impressions of
working with Jasimuddin
[MFD letter to CGR 2/2/1965]

Dan never liked Jasimuddin
because he felt | was being
exploited by him. He disliked
Mirs. Jasimuddin even more
because of her frequent visits to
peruse our commissary stock of
imported goods and help herself
to whatever she liked.

[DCD letter to Kay Donaldson,
8/20/1965]
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LEARNING MUSIC & DANCE cont.

My transctiptions of the Jarigan songs were
all included in Jasumuddin’s book published in
Bengali titled Jarigan (1968).
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In the 1990’s, when my daughter was on a
Fulbright grant in Dhaka, | took up my Jarigan
research again and turned it into a book of mine
own on the subject. The book, titled “Jarigan,
Muslim Epic Songs of Bagladesh,” was funded by
the Ford Foundation and published in 1997.
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HOW | GOT MY HARPSICHORD

During our second home leave to New York, we stopped
in Munich to order a harpsichord, a small version

of a harpsichord, with removable legs so that the
instrument could be carried in a fitted canvas bag. We
had found out that the Neupert Company could make
“tropicalized” harpsichords — which meant the tops of
the keys were screwed down instead of glued, and the
glues used in the frame were special for humid climates.
The plan was for Dan to pick up the instrument on his
return flight to Dacca.

Getting the harpsichord through customs at the Dacca
airport proved more challenging than having the
harpsichord made in the first place. When Dan reached
Dacca with the harpsichord in tow, the customs officer
was pleased to inform him that “pianos were 100% duty
chargeable.” Dan explained that the instrument was
not a piano, but was in fact a harpsichord — which is
more like a large guitar than a piano. To prove this he
removed the three legs and pranced about the office
with the body of the harpsichord under his arms to
show how “portable” it was. “Ah, but instruments of
any kind being brought in for someone else are 100%
duty chargeable.” To prove the harpsichord was for

his own use, Dan reassembled it and played a few

bars of “Chop—sticks” to their great delight. Although
the agents never got any fees out of Dan for the
harpsichord, they did get a good afternoon’s worth of
entertainment from him instead.
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Once | had the spinet, | received a number of requests
to accompany performances of American musicals that
were being put on by the foreign community.

[MFD letter to Stephen 05/25/1963]

One reascn why 1 had 5o many jobs thip year
wa5 the result of bringing back a gmall harpsichord
with use For a while I was the only «mown mugicien
in town and had woO vlay the accompaninent for a
musical, "Down in the yelley" at the USIS in
sovember and a musical "Tne Enchanted Isle" in
1tnreh for a Catholic girls’ achool. I also helned
out at the organ of tne Episcopal Church while
ny friend had nepatitis and when whe was over =
w;rke& or away. It igc only now that I am bepginning

to have tire to practice my own rieces.
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HOW | GOT MY HARPSICHORD

In this letter Dan writes in detail about his adventures getting
the spinet past Bangladesh customs into Dacca for me.
[DCD letter to MFD 08/19/1962]
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LEARNING DANCE AT BAFA

| originally was introduced to BAFA through Professor
Ahmed Sharif, my first Bengali teacher from Dacca
University. When he heard that | was interested in
learning Bengali music and dance, he was delighted

to introduce me to Nurul Huda, his relative who ran
“BAFA” (Bengali Academy of Fine Arts). | was equally
eager to start. | remember taking my bike and going on
my own to find the BAFA building on the north bank of
the Buriganga River, deep in the heart of the Old City.

| found my way to the school’s office, passing spacious
rooms where dance classes were in session. Sitting
behind a large desk, a middle aged, portly man dressed
in impeccable Nehru style, was giving dictation to a
young woman in a white sari. This was Nurul Huda,
the secretary general, and his niece Selina, with whom
| became good friends. He immediately stood up and
extended a warm greeting. By the end of that first
meeting | was ready to enroll in my first class of Bengali
traditional dance.
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Precocious young dancer at BAFA 1960-61 dancing with her
teacher who had been a student of Uday Shankar.

BAFA’S MANSION

BAFA was housed in a fine colonial style mansion on
the north riverbank of the Old City. It had a portico in
front of the entrance where | could imagine carriages
drawing up to discharge guests, like a scene from the
film “Passage to India.” The ground floor rooms were
spacious, and dark. A broad stairway made of teak with
an intricately carved banister lead up to the second
floor veranda, where one could enjoy a panoramic view
of the busy waterfront of the Buriganga River.
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“ELEPHANTS IMITATING SWANS”

When, Danielle Rouch of the Alliance Francgaise and her
friend Sunanta, the Thai consort of the French Consul,
heard about my decision to take dance classes at BAFA,
they asked if they could join me. Mr. Huda had no
hesitation in adding them to the beginners’ class with
me early on Sunday mornings.

On our first day of class, the three of us got on our bikes
early in the morning to make the long ride through
Ramna and the Old City to get to BAFA. It’s surprising
how little attention we drew as we rode through the
city in our miniskirts, considering how few women in
general were ever seen out on the streets and those
that were out in public were concealed behind their
burkas.

At BAFA we were shown into a large room where we
were introduced to a young lady teacher clad in a sari
with its loose end wound tightly around her waist.
There were two or three rows of young girls, some in
salwar-kamiz, some in saris. We were placed behind
the last row as the class began. Like elephants imitating
swans we clumsily tried to follow our classmates as they
gracefully carried out the complex body movements

of the dances. The lessons turned out to be too

challenging for us and we did not last more than five
lessons.

BAFA was housed in a historic mansion much like this one.
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LEARNING DANCE AT HOLY FAMILY HOSPITAL

After our failure with the BAFA classes | did not give up.
A year or so later, | was able to resume them at Holy
Family Hospital. Somehow | persuaded the hospital

to host private dance classes on their grounds. With
some other foreign women | organized a teacher

and musician to come from BAFA to teach a group

of us in their garden. In spite of all my ballet classes

in childhood, | was disappointed that | could never
master the proper foot slapping sound that is so
essential to Indian dancing.

Nachte na janle, uthan baka.
“If the dancer can’t dance the floor
is uneven.”
assemble a group of foreign ladies to learn

This excerpt desscribes my effort to

[A Bengali proverb]
traditional Bengali dancing with me.
[MEFD letter to Peggy 11/09/1966]
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PLAYING THE ORGAN AT ST. THOMAS
CHURCH

On several Sunday mornings, | cycled to the depths of
the Old City to play the venerable organ at St. Thomas
Church. The organ was quite tricky for me to play
because | had to use the foot pedals to continuously
pump the bellows while playing the keyboard. The
instrument was in such poor shape due to termites,
dust, humidity, etc. that Bach preludes and chorales
sounded more like Stravinsky.

LEARNING MUSIC AT BARISAL SCHOOL OF
ORIENTAL MUSIC

After a trip to Calcutta where | first was exposed to
Indian classical music | was eager to learn more about
it. | heard about a music school in Barisal, run by a
Canadian nun, | was intrigued. This might be a chance
to learn about Indian classical music as it is traditionally
imbibed at the foot of a master. Her name was Rita
Boucher, and she held a masters degree in sitar playing
from Delhi. | enrolled for the six week winter session
starting in January, 1967. | am pretty sure | was the first
American housewife to attend. Most of the students
were nuns and other catholic practitioners like Rita
Boucher herself.

Life at the school was perhaps the closest experience
to living in an ashram that | would ever have. We lived
in modest cabins, ate simple meals of rice and dhal,
and followed a regular schedule of vocal, instrumental
and theory classes. The living accommodations of

the school were austere, barrack-style dormitories,
quite cold and bleak. Perhaps because | was the only
foreigner, | got to have a private room, which | shared
with a delightful nun, Sister Patricia Mary. Like me,
she was American, but she had lived much of her life
in Bengal and could speak Bengali fluently. Everyone
liked her for her cheery sense of humor and energy:
among the boys, she was especially appreciated for her
volleyball skills.

St. Thomas Church, in the Old City, where | had a
chance to play the only organ in the city at a few
Sunday services.

Mornings were cold. | always looked forward to the
hot sugary milk tea that Rita served before going to
the hymn singing class. In that class we sang Bengali
Christian hymns set to Tagore style music. At first, these
songs seemed rather strange to me, but in time | saw
how these songs introduced me to the basic “thats”
(modes) and rhythms of Indian classical music. Besides
the required course in Indian music theory, we were
asked to select a specialty course: tabla, sitar or vocal.
Not having a sitar or tablas of my own, | thought vocal
would be my best option. | did, however, make a point
of auditing the tabla lessons as well, so that | could
learn a bit about rhythms.

Towards the end of the six week session, when | was
beginning to feel a bit home sick, Dan and Katherine
paid me a surprise visit. | woke up one morning to hear
Katherine’s familiar little voice outside my window. The
visit was short, but it reinvigorated me to stay and finish
the course. | was able to pass the final exam.

Although my vocal scores were low, | did learn a lot
about the music theory and | did learn some raga thats.

The Barisal course had been an excellent introduction to
the basics of Indian classical music and gave me a strong
foundation for my future scholarly work on Jarigan. |
am always grateful to Rita and the doors she opened for
me to studying Indian classical music.
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_ ACATEMY OF ORIENTAL MUSIC
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“Ah, thou hast made my heart Chittagong Diocese

captive in the endless meshes
of their music, my master!”

[Tagore, Gitanjali] Barisal, East Pakistan

INTENSIVE MUSIC COURSE (Bengali)

December 27, 1966
to Jamary 15, 1967.
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THis is one of a number of long letters | wrote describing in
detail my time at the Barisol School of Music
[MFD diary to CGR 12/29/1966]
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Another long letter describing in detail my experiences at the Barisol School of Music.
[MFD letter to CGR 01/04/1967, pp.1-2]
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[MFD letter to CGR 01/04/1967, pp.2-3]

'ﬂ‘_ Sednaro] Iy ‘Hu_ Maos b l'fllvfﬁo;‘r.\a -#vv\.%. I L‘
Aore Stace cem——a, . E. (?%.;L L. leawn,
demiced mwsic ich T haw pob Lo bl b da
in Dacem o 14 & tomcnhedded -QA:L-‘M "Rida, Berrcher

-

Rita Boucher’s v e C%--L«e-—-— I“"‘L"‘D “""VL ~ Bacddors d"“K"“- T~
training H_..M!”’JL_‘_ lonsiod paesic =2 SLL Y T

teacdur o feand & cwv-n('-r,a-.(lf A fndaw -Bwl-—-&.,,_
St roms Hus sedanl dwring Ao Reada . e i
e Gesr vohune '”/\-L Clano redrns  are aves -dly ]
ore vsd  grdiacr by Ge & wussion schwol. AF Mo
wd £ fue e ovn wodd el dene o Wy viade
Gvese  such s Gguvte~ in Leoba. Yy can dedie
Voiw e dedler. (Teble v o sib d deymes
Aomed with e hedan TE s n epla ek o) hde,
yescs A Wi~ T LI sheld v n D ) T
thosa voica 5o T twovld Veavn abal 1, sealao L)
pclodien usad e tlesied maesier Ol o p
Why I decidedto o) T heren barvrad st O degs Haw B
oo e in geame D% e F chemas (o day
music over tabla 3 i Sipir cbosicdd 3 | Re lenrmig Moo
B'-w\a._,l;' Im-jw Ll e beimy cp 032d b
?""-"‘“"“’u R A porislus. L olso siny o LO"""

L"’eifﬂ- LruJ,,L___J— o) JL”t is

(e TR ./g. = .

| | — Pl £ o o
prochoe 4op, F\“ fftq_ 50’,[:-93'. C"L" e e _) Sy

T au.J e =V N N S O O s:::
h— LGN &‘nol S-‘-Q.a_J, A‘So E [ -_-p

Yeed b e “n Spedl () b=

CHAPTER 5: MEMSAH'’B “AT SCHOOL” | 77

[MFD letter to CGR 01/04/1967, pp.3-4]
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CHILD IN THE GARDEN
JIe5T qrelies

(BACCHA BAGANE)

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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KATHERINE’S BIRTH

“WHAT DO NUNS KNOW ABOUT BIRTHING
BABIES?!”

“Keno baccha nai?” (“Why don’t you have any children
yet?”). This is the question that inevitably came up in
any conversation with a Bengali in the days before we
had Katherine. Happily, we were soon able to put this
question behind us. In November of 1963, just when
the world was reeling from the news of President
Kennedy’s assassination, | got the good news that | was
pregnant.

Dan was away in Rajshahi for work, when | got the
diagnosis from the chief nun-doctor at Holy Family
Hospital that | was, indeed, expecting. When | saw Dan,
I told him that “there was going to be a stranger “ in our
house (a reference to a line we both knew well from the
movie “How Green Is My Valley”). However, | couldn’t
tell him when, because the nun-doctors weren’t very
precise in their estimate of my due date. “What do
nuns know about birthing babies,” Dan liked to say.

In the following weeks, when | was feeling my worst
with morning sickness, we had a procession of drop-in
guests to congratulate us. Some of whom, | suspect
just wanted the excuse to relax in our home and be
served foreign treats. One guest in particular, annoyed
us because she used the pretense of bringing me yogurt
for my health (“Best milk. Straight from my cows.”) to
raid our storeroom and help herself to whatever items
she liked. During those uncomfortable early months

| came to appreciate how practical saris were for
pregnancy (although | never wore them myself other
than for formal parties). | truly admire the versatility of
a sari which can expand or contract to fit any size and is
elegant yet simple enough to suit any occasion.

“A portrait on a wall
And friends will come to call
To share with us
Our peaceful living
Later we will see
Maybe there’ll be three
In a bungalow for two.”

[From “A Bungalow For Two”
song lyrics. King, p269]

WITH EMMY'’s HELP ...

Fortuitously, Emmy, my childhood care-taker, was
scheduled to visit us in Dacca the winter of 1963.

The timing of her visit coincided well with my early
pregnancy when her professional —expertise came in
handy. Being a graduate of the prestigious Norland
Nurse Institute of London, she knew about pre-natal
care and “birthing babies.” Like Dan, she, too, didn’t
put much faith in “the nun-doctors,” and took over my
daily care and health while she was with us. Even when
| was feeling most woozy and lethargic in the mornings,
Emmy would insist that | take a daily walk up and down
Minto Road. Sadly, it wasn’t until almost the end of
her stay that | felt well enough to host Emmy as she
deserved.
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KATHERINE’S BIRTH cont.

OFF TO NYC FOR THE BIRTH ...

Dan and | decided early on to have the birth of our first
-3 child in New York so that my father could be there to
</
- ) "-l_"_'u
1
/ = Le | f

enjoy it with us. Having immigrated to the USA as a
W young man under duress, we knew he would appreciate
ff\“\ ~ i J e having his first grandchild to be born in the USA. Not
| 1I =, \ , VY

knowing my exact due date, Dan booked my flight to
\ < New York for April in hopes that | would not be too
Y )

/ pregnant by then to travel.
II . o

Y|

at

In his usual fashion, Dan planned my itinerary so that
T the long trip would be broken up by a layover in an
interesting place. For this trip he arranged a stopover

) in Cairo, booking me at the legendary Shepherd’s Hotel
L and providing me with a detailed list of sites to visit.
Sadly my Cairo stay was clouded by an incident at the
Cairo Museum where a rude man couldn’t resist his
temptation to take a poke at my large belly. | suppose, a
burqua might have protected me from such unwanted
attention.
Telegrams from Dan in
Dacca to me in New York

May 14 1964 Dan’s telegram to me in
B L Cairo where | stayed on my
='§! way to New York
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RELAXING AT “UPLANDS”

Once in New York, | busied myself supervising the
furnishing of my father’s new house on Long Island,
which he named “Uplands.” Dan had designed this
house before we moved to Dacca, and now almost
three years later, it was built and ready to live in. | was
pleased to be among the first inhabitants to enjoy its
comfortable breezy spaces and beautiful views of Long
Island Sound. As my pregnancy entered its last weeks,
I remember whiling away the hours resting on the patio

and picnicking under the giant mulberry tree, which
stood next to the house.

Dan'’s vision of me whiling away the
hours at Uplands, in Long Island while |
waited for Katherine’s birth
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BASTILLE DAY BIRTH IN NYC

My father and | were dining in New York with our
family friend, Elizabeth Walker, when my labor began.
Katherine was born soon after at New York Hospital

on July 14, 1964. She had timed her birth well so as to
coincide with Bastille Day in France, and to this day she
looks for opportunities whenever she can to be in Paris
or at least among the French on her birthday.

THE LAYETTE FROM DAN

Soon after Katherine was born, a cardboard box

from Pakistan was delivered to me in my hospital

room. It contained a “layette” of sorts, which Dan

had assembled in local Bengali fashion and sent from
Dacca. This Bengali style layette was nothing like

what one would find at Macy’s. | was charmed by it’s
kacha appearance and its contents which included: a
small, red, sleeveless T-shirt (such as our neighborhood
urchins wore), a net cover to keep flies off fruit (and off
sleeping babies), a sushni (a Dacca-made pacifier) and
a silver vessel for khol (the black powder traditionally
applied around a baby’s eyes to protect against too
much light). When | wanted to show off this layette to
a friend, | was shocked to find out that a nurse, more
concerned with hygiene than with it’s ethnic charm, had
thrown it out.

“TWO HUSBANDS?”

The hospital policy only allowed husbands to visit, but
since Dan was still in Dacca, my father pretended to be
my husband so that he could see me. This meant that
when Dan finally arrived, he was questioned as to how
many husbands | had: one or two? | don’t know how in
the end Dan convinced them that he was my one and
only, but somehow he did.
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“BETTER LUCK NEXT TIME ....”

In the month before Katherine was born, while Dan
was still in Dacca, he had prepared two sets of cards
announcing the birth: one for a girl and one for a

boy. The ‘girl’ card, had a little pink bangle attached

to it and the ‘boy’ card had something blue (which |
can’t remember since we never had to use that card).
When Dan received the news of Katherine’s birth, he
started distributing his girl cards at the office and to our
friends arpu_nd Dacca._ To hI.S consternation, a numl?er : o, (euw
of Bengali friends replied with condolences suggesting ?"d* .

that we might have better luck next time with a boy. i
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NAMING KATHERINE

By the time we left New York, we had decided on the
name Katherine for our baby. We liked this name

for two reasons. One, it honored my blind Greek
grandmother who had escaped to the USA with the
rest of my father’s family from Turkish persecution.
Secondly, we liked the name Katherine in combination
with Dunham in honor of the African-American dancer,
Katherine Dunham, who was rising to fame in France
at the time that Dan and | were studying there in 1951.
To the French, Dan could always explain his last name
by saying “Dunham, comme Katherine” (meaning
“Dunham as in Katherine Dunham”).

‘.. If it were not for Katherine life in
Dacca for the next two years would
look fairly grim ...”

names? When we finally

i ? Local
hat did you name them all? :
- 7 Katherine , Mrs. Dunham

i 14 be
announced that Katherine wou :
heaved a sigh of relief. She was sure after all the time

it was taking us to fix a name that we were planning
some exotic and impossible one. Well, we did run through

some Pakistani names-— tJunu", "Dolly", "Dahlia", etc.
d a passport and for that

d to get a name DY

Deliberating about what to
name Katherine - something
exotic to please our Bengali
friends or something else.

[MEFD letter to Jock Copland It was only because she neede .
11/06/1964] a birth certificate that we were force

the time we did. . . e
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KATHERINE BEGINS LIFE IN DACCA
THE TRIP BACK TO DACCA

Dan, Katherine and | spent the rest of July and August
between Uplands and my father’s apartment in New
York before returning to Dacca. My father booked us
first class tickets on the SS Vulcania to Naples. Before
leaving, Mrs. Garman, the housekeeper who was
working for my father, insisted on tailoring me a formal
gown for the evening dinners on the ship. So with

my elegant gown, and a hefty supply of diapers and
powdered formula milk, Dan and | boarded the ship to
enjoy our first class cabin with a veranda that turned
out to be useful for drying diapers.

The ship stopped at Lisbon where Dan tried the
casino, then Genoa before letting us off in Naples.
From Naples we rented a car and drove to Sicily, with
Katherine’s washed diapers drying out the car window
like white flags. From Sicily, we took a ferry to Athens
and went by air from there back to Dacca.

To carry Katherine, we were using a duffel bag that
she could fit in quite snugly. We were happy with
this arrangement until we almost lost her on an
airport conveyor belt. She was rescued by a surprised
security clerk, who happened to notice something
moving inside the bag just before “it” was about to
pass through inspection. At the Dacca airport, we
were relieved that “importing” our new baby into the

”'Jtafa‘t;" e country proved much easier than the arduous lengthy
" tav g . . .
L cete per J:é:?évla process we had experienced to import my spinet the

- year before.
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Description of our time traveling on
the Mn Vulcania ocean liner which
we took from New York to Naples
when Katherine was two months old. C‘laSS’ @ frieng
[MFD letter to Jock Copland,

11/06/1964] BUE while yo mere |

Wovr

Katherine in Theresa’s arms

KATHERINE’S AYAH

Katherine spent a large part of her early youth in the
arms and care of her ayah (nanny) Theresa. Theresa
came to us early on through our cook, who was her
uncle. Considering all the stories we had heard from
other foreigners about the difficulties of finding good
child care, we were extremely lucky to get someone as
reliable and loving as Theresa so easily. She stayed with
our family, sleeping on the floor in Katherine’s room

(as was customary for ayahs) until our departure three
years later.
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“If ayahs had a fault it
was that they spoiled their
charges, that they never
said no.”

[Allen, Plain Tales from
the Raj, p.10]

PAT’S DESCRIPTION OF THE “AYAH UNION RULE.
[P. Hill, Moon Bazar, p.65]

ahs had their own union rules which they operated

The a;
; rivalries and

somewhat complicated by their

among themselves, .
. olic factions;

(ird there were Baptist and Cath

intrigues.
If an ayah had been out

almost all of them were Christian.)

£ work longer than the others, for example, she might have
o

bad
a priority on the next opening. Some households had a

name 2mONg the-ayahs, perhaps because the family had changed

or because their cook or
when Pat had placed three ayahs at vari
tely

bearer was a

servants too often,
ous

trouble-raker. Qme, ’
as incensed to find that the ayahs had priva

houses, she w
’ and each

reshuffled the jobs according to their own system,

memsahib was baffled to find that the ayah who apreared at

C(z\.\__,_\ -
( d Vg
" siheo SL\& . r ) - ﬂ\ : J’zﬁf\
}’\c\'; . "5 by by }
‘ b S =t Sy LL—) \'bs‘j M
i J”Pv\ Spoiling Katherine:
b Uts jd~ o “.. she only has to whimper and
sixteen people come running
Mo hew from all sides ...”

[MFD letter to CGR, 12/29/1964]
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KATHERINE’S VISIT TO HOSNABAD

Within a few month’s of bringing Katherine back to Dacca we took her on a trip to Hosnabad to visit the families
of Our Gang. We stayed with Wohab’s family and spent our days visiting families and distributing gifts.
[MFD to CGR, 02/02/1965, pp.1-2]
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[MFD to CGR, 02/02/1965 pp.3-4]
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CUTE AS A NEW MARKET DOLL

Our blond blue-eyed baby was a novelty in our
neighborhood. It seemed everyone wanted to see and
touch her. Children especially couldn’t resist touching
her because she did indeed look like the blond, blue-
eyed plastic dolls they saw at New Market. Even some
of our adult guests couldn’t resist giving her a pinch on
the cheek or a flick of the chin even though they could
see it made Katherine cry.
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KATHERINE GROWING UP AT
HAFIZ VILLA
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KATHERINE’S ACTIVITIES WITH OUR GANG

We gave Katherine the spare room in the kitchen wing
where she slept in a sturdy bamboo crib that Dan had
designed for her. During the days, much of Katherine’s
time was spent with our Gang: usually with Theresa,
Wohab and/or Mali. She was often entertained by
watching the daily household activities such as Cook
chasing the ducks, Mali watering the plants with a
scoop and bucket, Wohab hanging out the laundry etc.
For lack of toys of her own, she loved to squeeze Biral’s
latest litter of kittens or play my set of tablas. Theresa
often took Katherine to play with the local children at
neighboring houses which gave Theresa a chance to
chat with her neighbors.

K n-l.rr'.\._ 'AR
i e e
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KATHERINE AT PLAY

Tai, Tai, Tai, Mamar bari jai
Mamar bari khub moja, khil jor nai.

Tai, Tai, Tai, I go to uncle’s house;
Uncle’s house is great because there are

no beatings

[From a common Bengali nursery rhyme]

Dan describing Katherine’s lack of toys especially
as compared to the other foreign children
[DCD letter to Kay Donaldson, 1965]

=gain for Katherine's (I ssume b
o Tewer toys than any Jorir
with bricks and cow

with them we count

w.t. has already
ihank you e
d:ne it ) 1little dog. fhe ha

on whe delta. we h-ve trained her to vlay

i - ne rhe seems hm DY
dun: pattlesc, and as lomy as £b

above thnt level. It is an esonomical

on neiphpores for anythi: ¢
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MFD’s diary 1966

Katherine, 18-19 nonths

Activities: cwinging at the school across the
Toad =2nd down a lsne. A passion. lhe moment she
st=Tts tugping in that direction eney to see wa
what is one ner mind. Inistent. And once there
h=rd to met away. Hunning uop and down the cee-
saw board. Her own ewing at the house from her
little cane chair and ropes. Going for rides in
her bicvcle seat. "rlaying" ball with us or the
field children. Operning my costume jewelry case
taking all the contents out, putting some on,
examining and rearranging the others. Same with
desk supplies in the vottery spice bowls on my
table. Going to Ispahani clony where Theresa
has friends and she doeg and there ~re swings
and see-saws and jungle gyms. Car riding in

the jeep, Peggy's car, Roy's car. "Playing" the
haprsichkord, recorder, bells, tabla. Playing
1311 catch you". Bathing in her aluminum tub
on the vernndah.Being with aniimals , cows and
calfs, biral, dogs, birds (notices their calls)
liz-rd, insects, ducks, "ir. Bhutto", Pegey's
poose, and her cduck, all and any. Eating,
esgnecially epaghetti, beef.

Languapes: Benpgali- biral, avah, hand gecture meaning
all gone., =n¢lish- moon, o.k., please, no, »lso
3engali na, Her own - noom, nasal and suttural
ramblings, Bengali- Babm, cha cha, ma-ma, ami
Inglish- nigh-nigh, a1

Looks : sturdy blond, solid but limbs aquite shapely,
round head, hair just long enourh for a little

nony tail going straicht back otherwise Beatle

like prince valiant hair style with shaggy blond
bangs all around little face. Deep blue eyes,

pink cheeks.

Character: cheerful but willfull. but tries
winsome ways first now that has learned pleace.
when knows has done wrong blinks her eyes and
smiles to win affection first. Succeeds. Likes
to share her food but this is a game. Looking
for activity all her waking hours. Mt docile

Moo pMiﬂ'Lw{Mt*j R¢c¢+r'm-.._._+¢_.
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KATHERINE’S FIRSTS ...

FIRST STEPS

Before she was eight months old, Katherine started
walking. | remember the evening Katherine entertained
Louis Kahn with her shaky first steps. At that time,
Kahn was our guest for dinner, during one of his visits
to Dacca to oversee the construction of the “Second
Capital.” Katherine became so accustomed to going
barefoot that on her first home leave visit to New York
she insisted on keeping her shoes off when walking
outside on the city sidewalks.

FIRST WORDS : “KULE KULE” *

Since we continued to speak our kacha Bengali around
the house, Katherine grew up during her first years
without hearing much English. One of the first words
that Katherine spoke was “Kule!” (a Bengali expression
for “pick me up,” but which literally means “On the
breast!”. When we were visiting my father in New York
or he was visiting us in Dacca, he would often laugh

to find that he could not communicate with her. We
loved how Katherine from early on, naturally followed
the Bengali custom to refer to our male friends as
“Chacha” (uncle). Hence Roy became Roy-Chacha

and Hugh became Hugh-Chacha etc. Another one of
her early words was “hati” — her favorite toy being a

;:f:::; Zatlgtehdo\r/zzzdnea::eee?::r?;tosnh\gli:li ilii'ke:ater Katherine first learned to speak Bengali before English.
y ’ [MFD letter to Aunt Antigone, 12/02/1966]
g h to her

must start speaking Englis

. We keep saying we
English. We P but we can't

arning & good Bengali anyway,

ghe is not le
because ur bad Bengali to her.

of the habit of speaking ©

preak ourselves
ghe can
The Pakistanis of course, &re exstatci when they hear
e - ‘
k.
but what will her grandparents thin

only speak Bengall,

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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FIRST SCHOOL

By the time Katherine was four years old, she attended
the little nursery school down Baily Road run by an East
Asian lady out of her house. The school had a small

pool on a raised platform, which made it easy for her

to handle the children when they were in the pool.
Katherine loved this chance to be in the water. The best
lesson Katherine learned at that school was how to fold
her napkin neatly and place it on her lap.

Evthearine bie been gain& to &

"scligol™ for

the p
twice g week for sn hour np

ARt twao manthg s
d & halr,

She loves it a
nd has to be g
| Arageed away. The
. £chool 1ig

run b :
Sm v 7 L

l?l.lEﬂ *

and he
®avy out deor ¢quipment. She is good with tp
: he
organizing and yet keeping things

informal, Sne w
bit perplexed when e

s$he found out that Hatherine apeak
only Bengali g1] ’ ]
the gther children are Enp

HpEnking but liﬁb
there
chowkid b Bﬂnzsli Epe king ayah argd Katherine’s nursery
ow &r wh .
) 0 are delighted o be intervruterp,} school was run by a
2therine excel ‘ Korean woman who
& 1o sports. She cen jump from the was “perplexed”
higheat places. that Katherine
could only speak
Bengali

[MFD letter to Peggy Azbil, 11/09/1966]
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KATHERINE’S 2nd BIRTHDAY

painted Bengali wooden elephant
p- whieh Dan haq brought
i1} andae;:hf::a:idzle. There were prillows all afounza::e
et St Bt e had a white plate, pink napkin, plastie
AT Sk B lawers painted on it, plastie Spoon and frok
AT e ths t:s :ith pink flowers, and a little plastie’
i verli e P like a bubble. The walls were festooned
ity e bpaper flags and with balloone. In the front
A i hads carried a large Jungle gym in the shape of
bl e made for the Katherine the week before
Taped in eolored paper flegs and looked ver; pret

Katherine’s second birthday was a grand event. For the

indoor festivities, | arranged the dining room with a large, [MFD letter 07/1966]
low table, surrounded by small mora’s for the kids to sit

on. | had not counted on how crowded the room would get

when each of the eighteen children was accompanied by

their own personal ayah.

Mona standing behi

nd Dhanish -
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DAN’S BIRTHDAY JUNGLE GYM

For the outdoor recreation, Dan designed and
constructed a pyramidal jungle gym of bamboo poles.
He placed it in the vacant lot next to Hafiz Villa where
neighborhood children could play on it too.

GUESSING DHANISH’S AGE

Dan’s office driver, Ruplal, brought his wife, Mona,
and their firstborn son, Dhanishlal, to Katherine’s
second birthday party. Later, when we helped Ruplal’s
family immigrate to the USA, we used this photo of
Dhanish to help us estimate his age for his immigration
papers. Since most village Bengalis did not have birth
certificates, Dan and | had to invent them for all of
Ruplal’s family members. Using this photo we decided
that since Dhanish looked about one year younger than
Katherine we would give him her same July 14 birthday
date, but with the following year.
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KATHERINE’S TRANSPORT KATHERINE’S PLAYMATES

As soon as Katherine could sit up for long stretches of
time, | designed a seat for her on my bike. | had the
frame built by a local welder and the seat woven in

in the local style with colorful plastic strips. With her
securely placed in the seat on my front handlebars, |
could take Katherine with me everywhere on my usual
rounds. Thinking back on it, | must have been quite a
sight biking through the male-dominated cycle traffic
of Dacca in those days. A foreigner on a bike, a woman
on a bike, a woman wearing a mini-skirt, a baby being
carried on a bike — any one of these aspects could have
been perceived as an affront to local customs. But in
combination — | was such a novel sight that perhaps

| was perceived more as a harmless curiosity than a
disturbance.

“Hati! Hati!”

Katherine with Hiru, who lived near by. He was very bright and used to
come over every day for lessons with me. His father was a rickshaw driver.

Katherine and me in the rickshaw
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AMARS*

DAN’S BOOK FOR KATHERINE’S BIRTHDAY

Dan made for Katherine a charming book, which he
(“My‘s”). The pages were made of cardboard: each one

called in his own personalized form of Bengali: “Amars”
with a drawing of some object or person in Katherine’s
daily life and ending with a little mirror in which she
could see herself.

) AMAR
AMARS AYAH

= KATRERINE DUNHAM

AMAR
BARIE

AMAR
GANG

AMAR
BEERAL

A mirror on the last page for Katherine to see herself

BA - BA

AMAR

MA-MA

AMAR I

* This Bengali wording is from our personal family patois
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Our family as imagined by a rickshaw artist (see volume 3, chapter 9)



